
Fly of the Month 
Bob Prince's Sculpin the Hutt 

 
Over the past several years I have 
made it somewhat of a personal 
mission of mine to create a truly 
great looking, and fish catching 
sculpin imitation.  This fly has been 
through several incarnations and if 
you look in my streamer boxes you 
can see the progression this fly has 
made over several winters of 
experimentation over frosty bottles 
of micro-brew.  I can safely say that 
the inspiration for this fly has to be 
the great and unconventional 
Sheila's Sculpin but at this point I 
think I’ve made more than enough changes to call this fly my own. 
 
In my opinion every good sculpin pattern should consist of the following components: 

1. It rides hookup. (sculpins live on the bottom of the river, don't want 
that fly to be hanging up constantly) 

2. It has a lighter belly and a dark, mottled top. 
3. It have very pronounced pectoral fins 
4. It jigs and dives when fished. 
5. It get's near the bottom quickly. 
6. Is has that beautiful sculpin profile. (flat and wide when viewed from 

the top) 
 

Through much trial and error, I’ve managed to create a fly that meets most, if not all, of 
these criteria. The pectoral fins were the hardest parts to nail down but I think I have 
something that works really well. In the water this fly really moves and groves, which is 
critical because I tend to fish my sculpin imitations rather slowly most of the time. Sculpins, 
after all, aren’t known as great swimmers. This fly tops out at about 1.5-2 inches long, 
about the size of sculpins found in local waters.  
Fish Sculpin the Hutt  (yeah, I’m a Star Wars nerd) in any stream where sculpins are found 
(though this fly works just about anywhere). The Westfork, Eastfork, and Blackfoot rivers 
are prime local sculpin strongholds and fish (especially big ones) eat sculpins regularly. 
This fly is heavy enough to depth charge down through heavy currents and can be 
effectively fished on a floating line and long leader or a sink tip/sinking line if you so 
choose. 

 
 



Effective retrieve styles for sculpins include a strip, strip, pause retrieve.  A jig aka 
smallmouth bass retrieve (channel your inner bass fisherman).  The “fluff” (talk to me 
about this one).  You can even dead drift this bad boy under an indicator in off colored 
water.  This fly is also very effective when back dredged in seam lines, and in deep slots or 
around boulders. 
 
Hope you enjoy tying and fishing Sculpin the Hutt.  Let me know how it works for you! 
 

Recipe 

Hook:  Allen size 8-12 B200 (get this hook at www.allenflyfishing.com) 

Thread: 3/0 Olive 

Tail:  Black barred olive rabbit strip 

Body:  Butter Belly Bruiser Blend  (Get this stuff at www.flyfishfood.com) 

Body #2:  Senyo's Laser Yarn in Sculpin Olive 

Pectoral Fins:  Black Barred Mini Marabou Quills treated with Loon UV Resin 

Instructions  
 

Step 1: 
 Place the Sculpin Helmet on the 

Hook by sliding it over the eye.  
Start your thread directly behind 
the back of the sculpin helmet.  
This gives me a gauge so I don't 
put the fins too far forward on the 
fly.  This will prevent the pectoral 
fins from swimming correctly. 

  
 
Step 2: 

 Pierce a strip of bunny through 
the hook-point and tie in.  
Remember this fly will ride hook 
up.  Three or four solid wraps are 
enough to secure the bunny. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Step 3: 

Tie in a clump of butter belly 
bruiser blend that extends to the back of 
the bunny strip. 
 
Step 4: 

Make a dubbing loop and fill with 
several small clumps of bruiser blend.  
Spin up the bruiser blend and wrap 
forward.  Tease out the dubbing with a 
dubbing brush or a piece of Velcro.  Wrap 
the body to about the mid-point of the 
hook 
 
Step 5 

 Tie in a clump of Senyo's Laser 
Yarn on each side of the fly.  The 
goal is to build up bulk 
horizontally and not vertically.  
We want that wide sculpin 
profile after all! 

  
 
Step 6: 

 Tie in 2 (close to) matching 
mini marabou feathers in on 
both sides of the hook with the 
tips of the feather facing 
forwards towards the hook 
eye. 

  
 
 
 
Step 7: 

 Pull back marabou feathers and 
make a thread dam in front of 
them.  The feathers should now 
be sticking out at a roughly 90-
degree angle from the hook. 

  
 
 
 



 
 
Step 8: 

 Take some Loon UV Flow resin and place a thin line of resin along the base of both 
marabou feathers.  This creates a little more stability, durability and springiness to 
the feather.  Cure with a UV light.  If you do this correctly the feathers when pinched 
with the fingers lay flat against the hook and then pop back out straight when you 
let go.  They will do this in the water also.  Just like a real sculpin! 

 
Step 9:  Tie in one more clump of Bruiser Blend on the bottom of the fly.   
 
 
Step 10: 

 Pull over the bunny strip and tie off slightly forward of the last clump of bruiser 
blend. 

 
Step 11: 

 Whip finish and coat the thread thoroughly with super glue. 
 
Step 12: 

 Put the sculpin helmet back on 
the hook.  I coat the inside of the 
helmet before placing it on the 
hook.  This helps keep it secure. 

 
 
Step 13: 

 Tie in a thread dam in front of the sculpin helmet 
to keep it from sliding off and whip finish. 

  Coat the thread with super glue. 
 
You're Done! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


