
FLY FISHERS OF THE BITTERROOT 
 

NEWSLETTER FOR Febuary, 2008 

 

THE MEETING 

 Our Febuary meeting will be held Tuesday, Febuary 5, 2008, upstairs at the 

Exchange Club on Main Street in Hamilton. Cocktails and general fish tales start at 

6:00 pm and the program starts at 7:00 pm. As a rule, the Club meets the first 

Tuesday of every month except for the months of July and August, when there will 

not be any meetings. Please remember to sign up with FFF if you haven’t already 

done so. Membership applications are available at all meetings. See Dorreen 

Romans, our Membership Chair. This can also be accomplished on line with FFF, 

http://www.fedflyfishers.org. Guests are always welcome but you must be a member of 

FFF to attend regularly our monthly meetings and programs. In order to comply 

with FFF requirements, the Club will soon make an effort to update our 

membership data, including each person's FFF membership number and expiration 

date. The Club has no membership fee other than the cost of being an FFF 

member. 

 
Don't forget to make reservations (Dorreen Romans, 363-0744) only if you are 

coming for dinner. If we have enough folks coming, The Exchange will hire extra 

help. Otherwise, the service will be slow, so please make reservations. Thanks for 



your help in this. There is no charge for attending the meetings or any requirement 

to have dinner. You might call Dorreen anyway. She is housebound after a recent 

foot operation and would probably appreciate a cheery call. 

 

THE PROGRAM 
  

 We are fleeing from form for our February forum. (Did I get enough "f's" in 

there?) There will be no speaker. Instead, the Club will have individual tables set 

up with a "guide" and a selected topic at each table. One will be a hands on knot 

tying refresher GED diploma program; another will be hands on reel and line 

cleaning (bring your reels in and sit down and clean them; you know you won't get 

around to it otherwise); another will be on fly tying (bring your questions and learn 

new techniques at the table); another will be on rod wrapping and repairing; 

another will be on what you really need in your fly vest ("Go Divest, young man. 

Go divest the vest!); and Doug Johnson from Montana Fish and Game will have a 

table to answer all your questions about rules and regulations. This should be an 

interesting and helpful meeting. We all have gaps in our fishing knowhow (some 

big; some growing). Here is a chance to grout in your accumulated knowledge and, 

maybe, learn a new thing or two. 

 
THOSE WHO SPAKE 

 
 Our January program was presented by Chris Clancy, a fisheries biologist 

for FWP whose area of coverage includes our Bitterroot River. Chris spoke about 

stream setback requirements, whirling disease update, Bitterroot fish populations, 

"electrofishing" and bull trout recovery. This was a great presentation and much 

appreciated by the rapt audience. 

 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
From The President’s "Raft": 

Hope you all enjoyed Chris Clancy’s presentation on the Bitterroot, as much as I 

did. Your Board is working very hard to bring you programs of this caliber in the 

months to come. 

It was most interesting to review the results of the survey. Here they are: 

17% Bitterroot Fly Patterns 



13% Fishing Travelogs  

13% Fishing techniques 

11% Fly Tying  

11% What’s new in equipment  

9% Outfitter Presentations  

9% River Safety  

8% Salt Water Fishing  

8% Rod Building 

Thanks to everyone who filled out the survey. 

Our February meeting has a little different format. We call it " Gearing Up for 

Spring"and some local experts will be conducting workshop type presentations. 

There will be mulitple tables set up covering six different areas of interest.. Here is 

a sample. Hands on Reel and Line cleaning–bring your Reels. Rod Building & 

Repair. Doug Johnson from Montana Fish & Game and much more. Come check it 

out and let us know what you think. See you on the 5
th
 of February. 

Cliff 

WEB PAGE ARRIVES! 
  

 I was going to make this annoucement tongue in cheek, but it's too 

momentus, too stupendous and too great to subvert. (Damn. Another opportunity 

lost.) Leon Powell, our seasonally disappearing Treasurer and all 'round wry 

commentator, has finished (mostly) a web page for our Club. Leon put in truly 

significant effort and great grey matter in a page for us. It's address is: 

www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org. Take a long, loving look. This is our face in the 

ether. In addition to all the great features already present, Leon will soon add a 

bulletin board blog where we can post fishing trip results, outing car pools, 

lonesome fishermen looking for hookups, etc. Truly, Leon has done a superaltive 

job and we all owe him a hearty THANKS! 
 

FREEBIE TABLE ESTABLISHED 
 

 The Club has accumulated a few items that can and should be shared with all 



members, such as a box of turkey feathers, a large roll of wing material, fishing 

magazines, etc. We will set up a table at each meeting and set these items out for 

any member to help themselves. Any member may bring in items for the table 

subject to two caveats: they must be for free distribution (no sales of old gear) and 

if they are not taken, "he who brung 'em, must take 'em home." 

 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED! 

 

 Now, before any of our members get teary because they did not get singled 

out when they joinned, we wish to welcome all members to the Club, from 

inception to date. Having done the mea culpa for past insensitivities, we do wish to 

name and welcome our most recent Club members: Jim Cline, Dick Cinfio, Steve 

Akre and Robert Pearcy. At our meetings, find 'em and introduce yourself and 

maybe sit with them. 

 
THE EVENTS 

 

Club Outings: 

 Under the clever tuteledge of  Pierre Satkowiak, our beloved cruise director, all those 

who signed up for the hoped for Smith River outing should have already sent in the coordinated 

date applications. Keep your fingers crossed for a successful drawing from our collective apps. 

We continue to plan on an outing to Georgetown Lake on May 17, the traditional opening day. 

More on this later. Other destinations are under active review. Contact Pierre (777-2348) if you 

have any thoughts or even if you don't. 

 

Raffle: 

 Under the stewardship of Bob Curry and Ed Couchman, a review of our raffle items is 

underway. The tickets for each item are counted and the interest of members in that item are 

gauged. This will be a long term, ongoing effort. If you have any suggestions for future raffle 

items (i.e., more nonfly tying items such as clothing, wine, etc.) please contact Bob or Ed. recall 

that the Club's principal source of income is the raffle. 

 

Fly Tying: 

 Fly tying, Wednesday evenings at the Brewery in Hamilton, 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm. Be 

there or be square. Bring your favorite pattern or just come to observe. Greg Chester, Phil 

Romans, Dick Galli and a number of great Bitterroot tyers are usually there. And there's always 

the permitted 48 ounces of your favorite flavor. We hope to see some of you. Perhaps there could 

be a dedicated effort to tie for the Fly Fishing Workshop scheduled for May. (See below.) 

 

May Fly Fishing Workshop: 

 Each May, on four consecutive Wednesday evenings, the Club, in conjunction with the 

Bitterroot chapter of Trout Unlimited, puts on a fly fishing clinic for men and women ages 16 



and up. This year, as in the past, it will be held at the Slack Barn at The Teller. (Look for posters 

at your favorite fly shop.) This Clinic is for beginner and intermediate fly fishers and a 

wonderful source of  information and hands on learning about casting, stream entemology and 

fly tying and all the components that go into our beloved sport. It is also a great source of new 

members. As part of this Clinic, participants are given fly books with a few flies. Members are 

encouraged to tie a few flies for this event and give them to Phil Romans or Greg Chester. 

 

Board of Directors Meeting: 

 Our next Board meeting will be Monday, February 11  at 7:00 pm. at the home of Greg 

Chester. (NOTE TIME CHANGE!) All are welcome. Call Greg at 363-0033 for directions. 

 

News from the Bitterroot Trout Unlimited Club: 

 The Bitter Root Water Forum and the Ravalli County Environmental Health Board are 

sponsoring a panel discussion on water quality data in the Bitterroot watershed at 7:00 pm, 

January 29, in the Victor High School multi-purpose room on 4th Street. The purpose is to 

identify existing water quality data for the County Commissioners, Board of Health and 

Environmental Health Department, and to understand how the data may be used regarding 

standards for on site systems. Contact the Water Forum at 375-2272 or 

brewaterforum@bitterroot.net. 

FFF Possible Move of Headquarters: 

 The national headquarters for FFF and the associated museum have been located in 

Livingston, Montana since inception. Access into and out of Livingston is somewhat limited and 

difficult both for visitors and for FFF personnel. The FFF Board of Directors is currently 

studying the possibility of moving FFF headquarters to a more central and accessible location, 

perhaps Loveland, Colorado. No decision has been reached. The museum is not well attended 

and there is thought about combining it with an existing institution at another location to relieve 

FFF of the expense of maintenance. All FFF members have been requessted to weigh in on these 

issues. Yuo can find materials about this at http://www.fedflyfishers.org.  

FFF & FFF Council events:  

 FFF 43rd Int'l Show & Conclave 2008 

 2008 Conclave planning has begun. It will be our 43
rd 

Annual FFF International Fly Fishing 

Show (Conclave) and the dates are set for July 22 – 26, 2008. The location for this Conclave will be 

Whitefish, Montana. Whitefish is a  small town located on the shore of Whitefish Lake. Just a few 

miles from Glacier National Park and International airport. Mark your calendar !!!!  
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/conclave2008/begin.php 

 

THE ERRATA 
 

 

Thoughts to Ponder: 

YOU KNOW YOU ARE LIVING IN 2007 when...  

1 You accidentally enter your PIN on the microwave.  



2 You haven't played solitaire with real cards in years.  

3 You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your family of three.  

4 You e-mail the person who works at the desk next to you.  

5 Your reason for not staying in touch with friends and family is that they don't have 

e-mail addresses.  

6 You pull up in your own driveway and use your cell phone to see if anyone is home to 

help you carry in the groceries.  

7 Every commercial on television has a web site at the bottom of the screen  

8 Leaving the house without your cell phone, which you didn't even have the first 20 or 30 

(or 60) years of your life, is now a cause for panic and you turn around to go and get it.  

9 You get up in the morning and go on line before getting your coffee.  
 

 

THE AUTHOR 
  
 Well, another collector's item put to bed. If you have the urge you can reach me at 

206-362-1199 with comments or items to add (yes, it's a Seattle area code but if you use the 

ubiquitious cell phone, there's no extra charge.) or rich@rkymtn.net. I encourage newsletter 

ideas. Also, I know this newsletter is not getting through the ether to all members. If you are not 

getting this collector's item of info, call me or see me at a meeting to ensure the correctness of 

your e-mail address in our files. Rich Morrisey 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


