Jan 2017 Newsletter
Tuesday January 3 at 6pm
BJ’s Restaurant – Hamilton
INCOMING PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Welcome to the New Year all you fly flinging FFBers! I am your 2017
President, Estelle Shuttleworth.
It has been quite the start to the New Year with lots of snow & some pretty
bitter cold days. Has anyone been out fishing? I haven’t, but have been out
with my camera & counting birds and hope to get some skiing & snow
shoeing in too. In the winter when I think of fly rods, they are attached to a
sandy beach & warm breezes.
I want to thank Bob Prince our outgoing President for all the time & effort
he has put into the club this past year. His passion for fishing is inspirational
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and his photos are some of the best I have ever seen. We are lucky to have
him as part of our team. A big Thank you is in order for all the retiring
board members. They have helped our club grow & succeed by the precious
gifts of their time and energy.
There is much in store for this coming year so get your calendars out. We
will again partner with TU for the annual Adult Fly Fishing clinic in May
and don’t forget their Little Buggers program which starts in February &
runs through April. Wednesday evening fly tying at the Bitterroot Brewery
is now underway- come join us to tie flies or just grab a beer and watch
some members tie. The Missouri River trip in mid to late April starts off the
club outings, with the Georgetown trip scheduled again in July, dates TBA.
There is rumor that a Browns Lake trip is in the works too. If you have some
other ideas for outings that you would like to coordinate, please contact
someone on the board.
Special Needs Day is a worthy event where we partner with Ravalli County
Services, and it generally occurs in the latter part of June. It is a day where
club members share their passion for fishing by helping some folks
experience the joy of catching a fish – and we get to practice some of our
“fishing” skills- mainly landing fish and- heaven forbid-putting worms on
the hooks…… A memorable day for everyone, so come join us.
June & July will be a bit different this year as we have the honor & pleasure
of hosting a Dave Hughes/Rick Hefele workshop in Late June. These two
are the co-authors of “Western Hatches”. Rick Hefele will be our guest
speaker at the June meeting, which has been rescheduled to JUNE 27th,
2017. Details for these two awesome events can be found further into this
newsletter.
August brings the dog days of summer, hot days and low water, but we still
find ways to have fun & also help our community. Be on the lookout for
Water Forum’s River Fest Days and the annual river cleanup. And don’t
forget our Annual club BBQ and gathering that happens late August.
Fall starts all too soon, as the nights get cooler and the days get shorter.
Hopefully everyone has had plenty of time to fish and get some great
pictures and share some good stories. Fish do not have to be the focus of
each story either: just get out & share some time- it is the one gift we can all
give.
Until next time-Tight lines,
Estelle
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The Program
The January meeting program will be the “Annual FFB Slide Show”
.
Bob Prince has been busy assembling the photos members have submitted
depicting their piscatorial triumphs during 2016. Don’t miss the annual
parade of fish and grins
–
There's no telling who you may pop up
!!

Raffle Help Needed
Tasks will include:
setup
break down,
of wanted
display
FFBand
member
help
. Preparing ticket bundles;
helping with miscellaneous

Volunteer Wanted
FFB member for
Representative for FFB May Clinic
Involves four meetings in May and help with flyer and other
support duties
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Fly of the Month
Theme and Variations on the Copper Haze
Originally Tied by Andy Carlson
Modified by Bob Prince

Everyone knows of the venerable Purple Haze. It’s been a staple of most
western fly boxes for many years, but have you ever fished its almost twin
brother, the copper haze? If the answer is yes, then you probably know how
effective this pattern can be. If you haven’t, then you might want to see
what this fly is all about.
Being on the water nearly every day in the summer, I get to try a lot of flies
out. One day I noticed several fish coming up to “sniff” a purple haze but
failing to commit. I quickly switched to a copper haze (it happened to be
the first fly I saw in my box) and saw a dramatic improvement in the
situation. I rowed for a few minutes with one person on purple and the
other on copper and it was an easy 2-1 difference in eats towards the copper
haze. I switched my other guy to the copper bug in short order and we had a
great morning of dry fly fishing.
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We all know that the purple haze works, and works really well. Most of the
time… I noticed however, (and I think it’s because so many folks are
throwing the purple fly) is that there comes a time mid-summer that fish
begin to shy away from it. Usually it seems, it’s when the PMD’s begin to
wane in the middle of July. The copper haze has been the answer at times.
It more closely resembles the rusty colored PMD spinner for those morning
falls, and seems to be taken more readily when fish are feeling the pressure
of a lot of boats and anglers.
It also does a darn good job resembling a mahogany, and brown drake in the
right sizes. It can also pass for a March Brown in a pinch. Whatever it
looks like, I know it works. Will it change your life? Probably not. But it
will give you another arrow in your quiver on those days when you need
one.
I’ve changed a few things from the original. I go with a moose mane tail, (I
think it looks buggier) a thin thread body over using spandex like the
original, and a dubbed thorax. I also switched out the calf tail for a
Widow’s Web post. Does it catch any more fish? I’m not sure, I just like
the results better. Whip a few up and see how they work for you.
Ingredients
Hook: Any standard length dry fly hook (I like the Allen D101BL)
Thread: Danville 6/0 #47 (Tobacco Brown)
Tail: Natural Moose Mane
Body: Tying Thread
Thorax: Superfine Rusty Spinner Dubbing
Post: Any color Widows Web You Prefer
Hackle: One Grizzly and One Brown
Directions
1. Put your post on.
2. Tie the tail on. I like 4-7 pieces of moose mane but nobody’s
counting. Leave the butts of the mane long, up to the base of the
post. This will give your fly a nice taper when you wrap the body.
3. Wrap the body from the tie in point on up to the base of the post.
4. Tie in 2 hackle feathers. One grizzly and one brown.
5. Advance your thread to the eye and add a decent amount of dubbing.
I prefer a slightly bulkier thorax.
6. Wrap your dubbing from the eye back and then do a couple x wraps
around the base of the post.
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7. Wrap your hackle. I wrap both at the same time. Make sure you pull
tight on your hackle as you do this. I think about 3-4 wraps is perfect.
8. I whip finish around the post rather than making a thread head. It
looks really good and I like how easy it is.
9. Done!

Montana Rivers links
Wild Trout: A Montana Fish Story
https://vimeo.com/195860643

Fly Fishing Workshop
Learn from the Best
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot are sponsoring a one day workshop on Saturday
June 24, 2017. The featured presenters will be Rick Hafele and Dave
Hughes. They are the co-authors of Western Hatches, which many consider
to be the definitive book on this topic
The course will include a presentation followed by streamside collection
and identification of insects. This is followed by a session on matching the
insects with the best flies. Demonstrations of best fishing techniques for dry
fly, wet fly, and nymph fishing will follow. At the end of the day ,one-onone casting tune-ups will be available from certified IFFF casting
instructors.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner are provided. The dinner is a Bar-BQ with beer
and wine included. Evening entertainment follows. The event will be held at
Steve Lilburn’s Hannon House south of Darby. B&B rooms are available
through Steve as well as RV spots with electric hook ups. Tent camping is
also available and a restroom is on site. For reservations contact Steve at
riverresortllc@gmail.com We will be selling Bar-BQ tickets separately so
spouses or others can join us for the dinner and entertainment portion.
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Participation is limited to the first 25 registrants. Cost is $150 for FFB
members and $175 for nonmembers. Sign up at using the registration form
on the website of FFB which is www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org . A
deposit of $50 insures you a place at the event which is limited to the first
25 who sign up and pay the full program cost. A portion of the Funds over
and above the program cost will be earmarked for a Bitter Root Water
Forum Project.

Fly tying at Brew Pub highlights
Tony Tomsu, owner of River Road Creations, will be demonstrating several of
his foam trout fly patterns, Wednesday evening, February 1, 2017 at the weekly
fly tying session at the Bitterroot Brewery. Tony will also have copies for sale of
his hot-off-the-press book (to be published in January, 2017), Creations from the
River Road: Practical Realism for Tying and Fishing Foam Trout Flies. The
book will sell for $40.00.
Tony is an outstanding fly tier and has developed a number of unique
patterns and fly tying techniques. His company is best known for
manufacturing the highest quality and largest selection of foam cutters in
the world.
The Wednesday evening tying sessions begin around 5:15 pm and everyone
is welcome!

Bitterroot Buggers 2017
Buggers dates, all Tuesdays and all at the Keystone facilities in Hamilton;
All 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Feb 21
Feb 28
Mar 7 - Apr 4
Apr 11
Apr tbd:

Material bagging *
1st class - Orientation
5 tying classes *
Casting and knots
Stock Farm picnic *
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FFB Merchandise Program
FFB labeled merchandise is available at www.okeefesreef.com Sample
merchandise can be seen at http://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/ page
FFB members can order from the website and have merchandise delivered
to their home.
We have negotiated a 10% discount with the vendor on all orders from
Club members. Items for ladies also!

FFB Membership Renewal Reminder
The membership period has been adjusted. Memberships
renewed in September for 2017 will be valid through December
31, 2017
If you have not renewed please use the following to do so:
http://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/contact
or mail your renewal to:
FFB
PO Box 692
Victor, Mt 59875
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