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THE MEETINGTHE MEETINGTHE MEETINGTHE MEETING

The grass is greening; the snow is falling; the nights are cold; the trout are 
still looking down, mostly. We will convene Tuesday, April 6 in the hallowed and 
increasingly crowded halls of BJ's located at 900 N. 1st Street, Hamilton. All the 
fun and general fish tails start at 6:00 pm and the program starts at 7:00 pm. Dinners 
and your favorite libation are available. And most of us have attempted to tempt the 
wily trout but with mixed results. Come hear all the fishing stories, sad and glad.

THE SPEAKERTHE SPEAKERTHE SPEAKERTHE SPEAKER

Bruce Anderson an hydrologist with PBSJ Corp.will speak on stream 
restoration for improved fish habitat with specific reference to the Cameron Creek 
Project. 



THOSE WHO SPAKETHOSE WHO SPAKETHOSE WHO SPAKETHOSE WHO SPAKE

Dick Powers owner of  Whalers Cove Lodge presented a video and narration 
on fishing at his Alaska lodge.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGETHE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGETHE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGETHE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
.

The club has been busy since our last newsletter.  Thanks to all of you for 
your participation in the Bitterroot Buggers program. Without your help, this fly 
tying program for youngsters would be much less successful. A good turnout of 
volunteers really shows up in the quality of the tying. There will be a picnic and 
fishing for the kids at a date to be determined,  probably later in April.

There have been activities for us grown-ups too.  Phil Romans organized a 
very successful casting clinic.  Phil taught those that needed to get help with basic 
casting strokes while Chuck Stranahan taught more advanced students some very 
useful mending casts such as the reach cast and slack line casts.  Phil, with my help, 
also ran a clinic to teach members the basics of rowing needed for rowing a fishing 
raft, river safety and how to read a river and avoid obstructions. The participants in 
both clinics learned a lot of useful skills for fly fishing here in Montana.

Our fearless webmaster, Leon Powell, has been busy while still in sunny 
Arizona with improving the web site, specifically the blog. I am not sure blog is the 
best description of it but it does provide a place where club members can post 
fishing reports, pictures from their adventures, fly fishing items for sale, or other 
things related to fly fishing.  We could perhaps even use it to connect with other 
club members to arrange fishing trips.  Leon has made it much easier to access with 
the goal of increasing use and usefulness.  No longer is the club password required 
but you still need a Gmail account (easy to get—just go to Google) and then Leon 
can get you signed up for the blog.  Clicking on members blog takes you right to it, 
which by the way has a much more pleasing format.  To kick things off I will post a 
report of my float on 3/28.

The skwalas are hatching so get out there and catch some fish!

Bob Pearcy, President

ODDS AND ENDSODDS AND ENDSODDS AND ENDSODDS AND ENDS

July Meeting:

After asking Club members for input, there were eight and a half ayes and no 



nays for a July meeting. So, we'll get her done! There will not be a program by a 
third party (or any other party). Instead, we will party ourselves and spill our fish 
tails to date. In addition, we have now scheduled our Pig Roast in August (see 
below). 

Fly Fishing Course for Hamilton High School: 

Our Club, Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot, has been approached by 
representatives of Hamilton High School who asked us to put together a fly fishing 
class for its advanced physical education classes. We are asking the Hamilton 
chapter of Trout Unlimited to join with us in this project. It appears that there will 
be no or minimal cost to our clubs. However, the project will require substantial 
volunteer help, particularly in the casting instruction, to be successful. We would 
like as many fly fishers from both clubs to turn out to make this a winner.

We have designed a tentative curriculum. The concept is to provide five 
sessions of ninety minutes each for two separate advanced PE classes, each having 
30 students (presumably, juniors and seniors). Five dates have been settled on: 
Thursday, April 15, Monday, April 19, Friday, April 23, Tuesday, April 27 

and Thursday, April 29. (Mark your calendars now!) On each of those days, we 
will teach two classes, one from 9:55 am to 11:25 am and the second from 12:38 
pm to 2: 08 pm. (These are Hamilton HS's regular class schedules.) The curriculum 
is heavily weighted to casting and based on the premise that you can only hold the 
students' attention for about 25 minutes at a time. Therefore, we will start each 
session with casting and end with casting with classroom time in the middle. The 
students will have a written test at the end of the five sessions, the test being 
designed by Hamilton High School staff who will attend the sessions.

The casting can be accomplished outdoors or, if the weather is inclement, in 
the very large gymnasium. We are assembling rods. Chris Clancey has agreed to 
provide a power point presentation on fish identification and aquatic entomology as 
one classroom session. Eddie Olwell has agreed to provide the class on river safety. 
Jeff Gray has agreed to teach fishing knots. Our members can provide the balance 
of classroom instruction. Because of limited time and to avoid duplicative efforts of 
the Buggers Program, we will not teach fly tying.

We know that we will not reach every young adult taking these classes. But it 
is a wonderful opportunity to teach our fly fishing ethic to tomorrow's voters. Most 
of these young adults will remain in or return to the Bitterroot Valley. They will 
hold the future of this resouce in their hands in the years to come. What better effort 
can we make than to teach these young folks our passion for our sport and our 
reverence for our resources. 

What is needed now is for the members of FFB and TU to generously donate 



their time and their passion for fly fishing to this effort. Please call Cliff Gibbons at 
961-5642 and sign up for one or all the sessions.

Fly tying:

It's on! Wednesday evenings at the Hamilton Brewry. 5:30 pm. All skill 
levels welcome.

Membership:

As most of you already know, our Club started a dues program in September. 
The annual dues for an individual is $25 and for a family, $35. Please see Dorreen 
Romans, sitting in for Linda Powell, at the check in desk at our meeting or 
download an application form at www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org. Just to brag a 
little, we already have over 70 paid members. Not bad for a little ole club. But more 
to the point, our Club is filled with activities and opportunities:  a day fishing in a 
stocked pond for handicapped folks; stream bank restoration in conjunction with 
TU; the May Fly Fishing Clinic; Fly Fishing 101 at Hamilton High School; a casting 
clinic; a rowing class; Bitterroot River clean-up; the Pig Roast; various outings 
under the stewardship of our Cruise Director; and much more. If you yen to get 
involved, speak to any director or officer.

Pig Roast:

An early reminder: the Club's Pig Roast will be held Saturday, August 21 at 
Lake Como.

FOR FUNFOR FUNFOR FUNFOR FUN

LAWS WE ALL LIVE UNDER

LAW OF MECHANICAL REPAIR - After your hands become coated with grease, your nose 
will begin to itch and you'll have to pee.

LAW OF GRAVITY - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible 
corner.

LAW OF PROBABILITY - The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the 
stupidity of your act.

LAW OF RANDOM NUMBERS - If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal and 
someone always answers.

LAW OF THE ALIBI - If you tell the boss you were late for work because you had a flat tire, 
the very next morning you will have a flat tire.

VARIATION LAW - If you change lanes, the one you were in will always move faster than the 
one you are in now.

LAW OF THE BATH - When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone rings.



LAW OF CLOSE ENCOUNTERS - The probability of meeting someone you know increases 
dramatically when you are with someone you don't want to be seen with.

LAW OF THE RESULT - When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, it 
will.

LAW OF BIOMECHANICS - The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.

LAW OF THE THEATER AND FOOTBALL STADIUM - At any event, the people whose 
seats are furthest from the aisle always arrive last. They are the ones who will leave their seats 
several times to go for food, beer, or the toilet and who leave early before the end of the 
performance or the game is over. The folks in the aisle seats come early, never move once, have 
long gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the bitter end of the performance.

LAW OF PHYSICAL SURFACES - The chances of an open-faced jelly sandwich landing face 
down on a floor, are directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug.

LAW OF LOGICAL ARGUMENT - Anything is possible if you don't know what you are 
talking about.

LAW OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - If the clothes fit, they're ugly.

LAW OF PUBLIC SPEAKING - A closed mouth gathers no feet.

LAW OF COMMERCIAL MARKETING STRATEGY - As soon as you find a product that 
you really like, they will stop making it.

DOCTORS' LAW - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor. By the time 
you get there you'll feel better. But don't make an appointment, and you'll stay sick

THE AUTHORTHE AUTHORTHE AUTHORTHE AUTHOR

Like the brown trout this time of year, I'm all spawned out now. Wish I were 
as skinny as the browns. But the rainbows and cuts are in fine shape. You can reach 
me at 406-381-5611 or rich@rkymtn.net. I encourage (but seldom receive) 
newsletter ideas. 


