
 

Fly of the Month 
Halfback Nymph 

Tied by Bob Pearcy 

              Recipe 

                
Hook:  Size 8, 4X long  streamer hook 

Thread:  Black, 8/0 

Weight:  0.015 lead wire 

Tail:  Pheasant tail fibers 

Abdomen:  Peacock herl 

Rib:  Small copper wire 

Thorax:  Peacock herl 

Hackle:  Two, grizzly dyed brown 

 

This month's fly is an old, well-tested pattern that mimics nothing in particular but many trout 
foods in general--and importantly catches fish. It can be used to imitate a stonefly nymph, an 
immature crayfish that has not yet developed the distinctive claws of mature individuals, or in 
stillwaters, a dragonfly nymph. Tied in the appropriate size it makes a good skwala nymph 
imitation.  It has perhaps been most effective for me when fished in deep runs and seams with 
a sink tip so that it rolls and bounces along the bottom.  It, of course, can also be fished under 
an indicator as the point fly in a two fly rig. 
 The Halfback nymph is easy to tie and requires only widely available materials.  I normally 
weight it with 10 or 15 wraps of 0.015" lead wire. After tying in the tail and trimming the butt 
ends, I tie in a sizable clump of 10-15 pheasant tail fibers by the tips at about the 1/2 to 2/3 
point along the shank and then wrap back to the base of the tail. This way the thicker, more 
robust parts of the pheasant tail fibers will ultimately form the back.  I then tie in the fine wire 
rib and 4-5 peacock herls and bring the thread forward to the front of the abdomen. I form a 
rope of peacock herl and the tying thread and then wrap to form a tapered abdomen. I then tie 
in the hackle at the front of the abdomen and then wrap it backwards. I prefer grizzly dyed 
brown as it adds to the "bugginess" but brown hackle can also be used.  I secure the hackle with 
2-3 wraps of wire, trim the tip off and then counter wrap the wire forward to lock down the 
hackle and abdomen. I then bring the peacock fibers forward and tie them off to form the back.  
For the thorax, I tie in 4-5 peacock herls and a slightly larger hackle. I again form a rope and 
wrap the peacock herl forward, forming a thorax that is perhaps slightly larger in diameter than 
the abdomen. Finally the hackle is wrapped forward and tied off.  A smooth head is then 
formed, whip finished and cemented. 


