
 
 
 
 

October 2015 Newsletter 

October meeting – Tuesday October 6th at 6pm 
BJ’s Restaurant – Hamilton 

 
 
 

“The domestic tranquility index (or DTI) is a measure of 
marital bliss. It is the single most important factor in 
determining how many fish you will catch over the course of 
your lifetime, because it determines whether or not you will 
even be allowed out of the house”> 
 
Dave Ames 
True love and the Woolly Bugger 
 

 
 
 



The Program 
 

As of this writing there is no program scheduled for our October 
meeting. Come and enjoy the company of your fellow fly fishers and 
share your fishing experiences of the past month.  
Next month our program will feature John Arnold of the Headhunters 
Fly Shop on the Missouri River at Craig, MT. John will speak on spey 
casting and fall fishing on the Missouri River 
 

 
The Presidents Message 

 
Fall is here and the promise of outstanding fishing comes with it.   This 
is one of my favorite times of year to wet a line.  Less crowds, diverse 
mayfly hatches and spawning brown trout!  The pre-spawn period for 
brown trout is about the best time of year to catch a "wall hanger."  That 
being said, this is as low as I have ever seen the river - 186 cfs at 
Darby.  When the river is this low, you better be ready to drag your boat 
repeatedly and cast down stream from the raft as fish become spookier 
in thin water.   I floated last weekend from Bell to Stevensville and 
didn't see another boat.  The dry fly fishing in the morning was excellent 
but completely turned off in the afternoon and they were not chasing 
streamers very aggressively either.  Hopefully, the weather will 
cooperate in October (especially on my days off) with more overcast 
days and rain to help our piscatorial pursuits. 
      Once again, we are looking for people to step up and join the board 
or become a committee chair.  Most of the people in these positions 
have been doing them for a long time and deserve a break.  If you have 
any interest, contact me or one of the other board members!   
 
Tight lines, 
Chris Andersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fly of the Month 
 

ICU Baetis 
By Greg Chester 

 

There’s no more prevalent bug on the water than the venerable Baetis, 
aka Blue Winged Olive. It hatches most of the year with the right 
conditions (cold, cloudy, rainy, snowy) and can generate epic hatches. 
It’s very satisfying to carefully feed this little bug into a feeding lane and 
watch as the fish sips in your offering.  
 
The operative word here is “little” and therefore the creation of this 
pattern.  With fall upon us the saying goes that “fall is small” which 
definitely applies to Baetis. Effective patterns need to be # 22 or even 
#24 to fool fish and good luck seeing them. This pattern, developed by 
Bucky McCormack of Blue Ribbon Flies enhances visibility via a post 
incorporated into the thorax. Tying this bug is straight forward with the 
only significant challenge being its diminutive size.  For the photo I tied 
a #18 but for my fly box I tie nothing larger than a #20 for fall fishing.  
The materials are readily available and inexpensive – always a plus. 
 
Here’s the menu: 
Hook:  Tiemco 2488 #18 - #24 I really like this ring eye hook for  
             small patterns. 
Thread: 8/0 Unithread, olive or olive dun 
Tail:  Gray zelon 
Abdomen: Tying thread 
Thorax: BWO dubbing (gray/olive) 
Post:  White, orange, black E. P. fibers or poly yarn 
Wings: Gray zelon 

 
Tying Instructions: 

 Attach thread and wrap back to the point over the hook barb. 

 Tie in a short, sparse tail of Zelon. For small bugs I like straight vs. 

crinkled Zelon 

 Wrap thread toward thorax creating a smooth abdomen. 



 At the wing position tie in the indicator yarn as if tying a spinner 

wing. Then bring split wings upright together and wrap thread at 

its base creating a post. Trim post to length.  

 Dub a small thorax without crowding the space between the post 

and eye. 

 Figure eight wrap a zelon wing as if tying a spinner wing just 

ahead of the thorax. Force the wing back into a delta shape with 

the tying thread. 

 If you still have a little space between the wing and hook eye add a 

small amount of dubbing to fill the space. If minimal space exists 

then just wrap thread to the eye and whip finish to complete the 

fly. 

 2 photos are included, one with an orange post and another with a 

black post, best for dark days. 

Good luck! 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Odds n’ Ends 
 

Annual dues are due! They are $25.00 for an individual and $35.00 for a 
family. Checks may be made to "FFB". They may be given to our 
Treasurer, Ken Quinn, at a members meeting, such as the one this 



October 6 at BJ's. Or you may mail the check to our Post Office Box: Fly 
Fishers of the Bitterroot, P. O. Box 692, Victor, MT 59875. Or you may 
pay by credit card by going to our web site: flyfishersofthebitterroot.org. 
Thank you for supporting our Club. 
 
Programs 
If any of you have an idea or two for programs, please share them with 
any one of our directors, particularly Jay Melzer, our current Program 
Director.  
 
Steelhead Trip 
The Club is planning a steelhead trip to the North Fork of the Salmon 
River the first week of November. More information shall follow. 
 
 
 
 

Bitterroot Chapter Trout Unlimited 
FFB members are encouraged to support our sister club, Bitterroot 

Trout Unlimited. Listed below is their program and meeting schedule. 
 
 

2015-2016 Meeting Program Schedule 
 
The public is welcome to attend all Bitterroot TU meetings. Unless noted, 
meetings are the third Thursday evening of the month, at 7:00 PM at the 
Hamilton Elks Club, located at 203 State St in Hamilton. A tentative schedule 
(subject to change) is: 
 
October 15, 2015 – Mike Gurnett, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (ret.), “Full 
Circle and other video treasures from the MFWP vaults.” 
 
November 19, 2015 – Dave DeLisi, Outreach Coordinator, Ruby Habitat 
Foundation, “The Ruby River and the Ruby Habitat Foundation: protecting a 
unique southwestern Montana treasure and its fishery.” 
 
January 21, 2016– Zack Porter, Montana Wilderness Association, “The role of 
wilderness in native trout fisheries.” 
 
February 18, 2015 – Tom Parker, GEUM, Hamilton MT, “Restoring the 
Kootenai River white sturgeon: helping an ancient native species.” 
 

http://flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/


March 17, 2015 – Ginette Abdo and Todd Myse, Montana Bureau of Mines, 
Butte, Montana, “Groundwater studies in the Bitterroot Valley: looking for 
links in the chain.” 
 
April 21, 2016– Joe DuPont, Idaho Fish and Game, “The St. Joe River, Kelly 
Creek and the North Fork of the Clearwater: exceptional fishing right next 
door.” 
 
To join or for additional information about Trout Unlimited, go to 
www.montanatu.org, or contact Greg Chester (363-0033, gchester55@aol.com) 
or Ross Rademacher (rossrademacher99@gmail.com ). 
 

Bitterroot Trout Unlimited Chapter Officers and Board Members 
 
Bitterroot Trout Unlimited is a completely volunteer organization.  Dedicated 
individuals work many hours each month on boards, committees, projects and 
activities.   
 
The BRTU Officers are Ross Rademacher (President), Greg Chester (Vice 
President), Peggy Ratcheson (Secretary), Cassie Buhl (Treasurer).  
 
The BRTU board members are: Jack Mauer, Doug Nation, Peg Miskin, Merle 
Loman, Cassie Buhl, Dave Campbell, Scott Ziegenfuss, Ria Overholt, Dan 
Dulebohn and Marlin Lewis. 
 
 

Casting for Recovery 
 
The Glacier retreat was held the weekend of Sept 11-13 and Peg Miskin 
wanted to share a photo of the participants.  
Four women from Ravalli had applied and were selected to attend back 
in July. One had to cancel immediately and 3 were set to go.  One of the 3 
had to drop out right before the retreat, as she was not feeling well.  We 
automatically guaranteed her a spot at the 2016 retreat!  The other two 
went and had an awesome time.  By chance I met 3 of them separately at 
Farmer's Market earlier in the year and they were so excited to go.  I 
made sure they knew it was FFB and their generous donation that 
helped make it happen! 
 
Thanks, Peg for all the work you do with this great program!  
 

http://www.montanatu.org/
mailto:gchester55@aol.com
mailto:rossrademacher99@gmail.com


 
 
 

He’s back……….. 
 

Smells 
 

By The San Juan Worm* 
 
As I sat on the front porch this morning scratching my nose, I noticed 
Scrotum, my faithful hound dog, twitching his massive snout in the morning 
air. It was a glorious fallish morning. The smoke imported from California, 
as are most of my neighbors, was mostly gone, unlike my neighbors. The 
sounds of distant gunfire in the Sapphires, as an elk came to Jesus, soothed 
my soul with warm memories of the good times in Iraq and, later, in 
Afghanistan.  
 
But that canine proboscis was sucking up smells out this fine air. Got me to 
thinking. If all those smells are molecules spun off from living and dead 



carcasses, then they are going down our respective mucus impaired air 
passages into our lungs. All sorts of molecules from all sorts of carcasses. 
We're talking life times of accumulated scent molecules packing our lungs. I 
never did hear about anybody dying of scent cancer but maybe medical 
science ought to look into that. I mean, think about the guy working at a 
cattle feed lot. I will resist the temptation to describe his lungs. I will say 
that I am reconsidering cigarette smoking as the lesser of two evils. 
 
As I said, I got to thinking. Trout smell too although I have never seen a fish 
twitch its nose. But those guys with pocket savers say fish find their natal 
waters by means of smell. And they do this hundreds and even thousands 
of miles away. Is that like my finding my way to my favorite teriyaki joint in 
Seattle from Hamilton, Montana following only my nose? Maybe GPS really 
means global positioning by scent. 
 
But this fish smelling thing has altered my fly tying and fishing. I have totally 
disinfected my waders and I wear surgical gloves when handling my flies. 
(Try that with a size 22 baetis.) I bath only with a hunter’s soap that leaves 
no scent. And I have stopped going out with girls who use perfume, 
although that is a hardship I need to reexamine. I am now using peanut 
butter as a floatant. I don't know what to do about Uncle Quigley. My  
 
requests that he change his underclothes at least once a week have gone 
unheeded. I have taken to fishing only upwind of him. As a partial solution, 
I bought him a jar of salmon eggs and asked that he dab a little of that juice 
here and there on his person. I don’t know if that makes a difference with 
the trout but there is an old gal in our favorite tavern that has taken a new 
shine to Quigley. 

 San Juan Worm is an obvious nom de plume. But if you were born 
as Bead Eye Peacock Hurl, wouldn’t you use an alia 

 

 

 



Fishing Report 
 

Phil Romans 
 

Had an incredible couple of days on the Madison 
River on Sept. 19-20. It seem that the fish from 
Hebgen Lake migrate up the Madison to spawn 
(Browns) and the Rainbow follow them for the 
eggs (That's how it was explained to me). 
Anyway, on Saturday I caught about sixteen or 
seventeen fish in the 18 to 25" range using my 
"Turd" fly AKA the "Effluvia Brewski" and a small 
red Zebra underneath. It was about 50/50 catch 
rate..  
Two of the best fishing days I've had in a very long 
time if you include the size of the fish and the 
quality of the fishery. I'm not sure if everyone 
knows about this event, but there were a fair 
amount of fly fisher's there from everywhere using 
Spey and  traditional techniques. I had banner days. 
I won't say it was easy and I did much better than the other anglers we 
saw and talked to, but everyone has a few days like this, and I was 
fortunate to have the experience. Wow!!! 
  
I also want to remind anyone who is interested in going down to the 
Salmon River in November with me (a club outing), have them call me at 
363-0744 so we can see what kind of reservations we might need, and 
who might bring a camper or tent. The trip will be Thursday through 
Sunday, Nov. 5 through 8. 
 
Let me know if you want more information on the Madison trip, and I'll 
call you with more details. 
Thanks, 
Phil 

 
 
 
 



 

                        

  

A police officer called the station on his 
radio.  
"I have an interesting case here. An old 
lady shot her husband for stepping on the 
floor she just mopped."  
"Have you arrested the woman?"  
"Not yet. The floor's still wet." 
 



 
Fishing Report 

 
Club members Cliff Gibbons, Rich Morrisey, Walter Krengel, Bruce 
Channer , your Editor and my son Mike recently returned from four 
days on the Elk River in Fernie, B.C. The Elk is known for it’s excellent 
dry fly fishing and it did not disappoint during our trip. Weather and 
fish both cooperated. We headquarter at the Fernie Tight Lines lodge 
and as always our host Gord Silverthorne took very good care of us. 
The Elk is noted for it’s aggressive cutthroat and their fondness for 
holding on any piece of wood in the stream. If you can manage a drag 
free float within two inches of a log or branch in the stream you are 
virtually guaranteed to end up with a feisty cut attached to your fly.  
 
The B.C Fisheries Dept. will be constructing several more put ins on the 
upper river this winter and next spring that will expand the available 
floats. If you haven’t fished the Elk you are missing one of the best dry 
fly rivers in the northwest. Only 5 ½ hours away, a few days on the Elk 
is well worth the trip.  
 
 
 
 

 



 



 

 


