
 
 

NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER, 2012 
 

THE MEETING 
You’ve felt the nip in the air in early mornings, that is, those of us who 
arise early have. The rest of you just think you set the air conditioner too low. 
That delicious chill is the promise of fall. It’s a little difficult to imagine as the 
August thundershowers roll across our bow in the afternoons but soon grass 
cutting will be replaced with leaf raking. Well, at least that’s a form of change. 
And the fishing will morph magically from dog days to the cat’s meow. 
Soon little BWO’s will carpet our Bitterroot and we can put away the ear 
grabbing size 2/0 streamers in favor of size 20 mayflies. The trout will resurface 
from their hidden lairs and actually begin to eat again. Oh, callou, callay. 
And we begin our monthly rituals at BJ’s restaurant on Tuesday, 
September 4. We’ll have a program, fish tails and that all important raffle. So 
come when you like. Most will assemble for inspection around 6 pm. The 
formalities commence at 7 pm.. 
 

THE SPEAKER 
Chris Clancy is a fisheries biologist for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 
He studies fish populations and the factors that affect them. He will discuss 
some recent work he has been doing on fish populations in the Bitterroot as well 
as some information on westslope cutthroat/rainbow trout hybrids in the 
Bitterroot. 
 

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Greetings to all as we end the summer through smoke and heat. As I 
survey the membership I am pleased to see so many fishing often and well. A 
good number on trips throughout the region and at least seven members 
throwing flies in Alaska! 
 
First, and urgent call for volunteers to represent the club at our 
display/book sales booth at the Ravalli County Fair this week, Aug. 
30,31, Sept. 1, Thursday through Saturday. We will have three hour 
blocks: 12-3, and 3-6 PM. I would like at least two members for each 
shift. If you can help out please call or e-mail me: mtkimo@q.com, 
Jim Cline at 363-2516 or cell 396-4516. I will have everything set up 



to go, with a film, display, books etc. Details when you contact me. 
 
I would like to congratulate and thank Rich Morrisey and his crew for the 
spectacular Annual FFB summer BBQ. We had delicious rib eye steaks along 
with lots of side dishes. Thanks to Ed, Mike and the FFB Dutch Oven Gang 
along with all who brought dishes to share. But the biggest thanks go to Steve 
Lilburn who so graciously hosted the event at his riverside farm across from 
Hannon boat launch. What a perfect place to congregate, fellowship, and enjoy 
the meal. 
 
Our next meeting is September 4 at BJ’s with Chris Clancy our fisheries 
biologist sharing his latest research on the health of the Bitterroot River. See 
you there! 
 
See you Tuesday at BJ’s, 
Jim Cline 
 

FLY OF THE MONTH 
Isonychia Nymph 
by Frank Murabito 
 
Recipe 
Hook: Tiemco 2302, #8. 
Thread: Rusty brown, 8/0. 
Tail: Two brown ostrich herl tips. 
Abdomen: Rusty brown dubbing plus ostrich herl tied in 
at the tail and wrapped 
forward. Tie off just behind thorax. 
Thorax: Rusty brown dubbing tied in a ball ahead of 
abdomen 
Legs: Pheasant tail fibers tied in at the back of the 
thorax. 
Back: White nylon "string" tied in at tail and brought 
forward over abdomen 
and thorax. Wrap the tying thread over the string at the 
thorax and then bring it 
forward to the head. 
Head: Rusty brown thread. 
 
The string, which is not standard fly tying material available in most 
shops, should be thicker than thread. Nylon seems to hold up best. Perhaps rod 
wrapping thread would be a good substitute. Tie it in at the front of the tails and 
cement before dubbing the abdomen. Apply cement thoroughly at the tail, 
the junction of the thorax and abdomen and of course at the head to make a 
long-lasting fly. 
 
Isonychia nymphs swim to shore or to shallows where they emerge after 
climbing out on rocks. Thus the duns are not available to trout. The nymphs are 
strong swimmers facilitated by their gills and tails and can even swim upstream 
in strong currents. Swinging a nymph like the one above can be effective in 
simulating their swimming behavior. 
 

SPECIAL RAFFLE ITEM! 
Club members Ed and Christina Gannon recently won a trip voucher at a 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation raffle. They find they cannot use it. They have 



very generously donated it to the Club. We will raffle it off at the September 
meeting without reserve. 
 
The trip is two nights lodging, meals and access to all activities at the 
Flying Resort Ranch. This is the fly-in ranch in the Frank Church Wilderness on 
the Salmon River in Idaho. The estimated value is $600. You would be 
responsible for the cost of the flight in, which is, I believe, about $350 a person 
round trip. 
 
The voucher states it must be used in 2012. Nobody has yet contacted the 
Flying Resort Ranch to ask if it could be moved over to 2013. But you can call 
208-756-6295 if you are interested. 
 
The voucher will be auctioned off at our meeting on September 4. Could 
be a good deal! 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
The Board of Directors has a policy concerning classified ads in our 
newsletter. We want to facilitate our members selling unwanted, unneeded gear. 
The following rules apply: (1) the seller must be a Club member; (2) the seller 
must be noncommercial; (3) this editor has full right to edit submitted materials; 
they should be “Tweet” size (4) the ads will run a maximum of two times and 
then be retired; (5) the thing or things to be sold must be related to fly fishing; 
and (6) we not will charge for the ad placement and take no responsibility for its 
accuracy. 
 
12’ Freedom Hawk fishing kayak-polyethylene. Folding casting brace, rod 
holder, dry storage, self bailing. Unique outriggers that deploy and retract while 
you are in the boat. Comes with paddle, pole and rubber fishing net and 
adjustable back rest/seat. Must see to appreciate like new. Used two times as a 
demo in a fly shop in Arkansas and once in a bass pond in Oklahoma, it catches 
bass and crappie on a fly rod well. Retails for $1695, selling for $850. Contact 
Howard Knight at 406-777-3542 or howard.knight@montana.com. 
 
18’ Grumman aluminum canoe. Are you ready for a trip on the Missouri or the 
Clark Fork then here is your canoe. Super clean, comes with two Kenowah 
adjustable canoe seats, two aluminum paddles and Yakima canoe mounts for 
your Yakima Rack. $450. Contact Howard Knight at 406-777-3542 or 
howard.knight@montana.com. 
 

ODDS AND ENDS 
Become Immortalized! 
All those great fish pictures your fishing buddy took over the summer of 
you holding piscine monsters need to be in our Club video. Contact Jeff Lowe 
at 369-5467. 
 
Fly of the Month: 
All Club members are invited to submit flies to be considered for Fly of 
the Month. Send your recipes and pictures to Bob Pearcy at 
rwpearcy@gmail.com. 
 
Fly tying: 
Not yet. Not yet. 
 

NEWS FROM BRTU: 
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SEPTEMBER 28 BRTU BANQUET. BRTU is starting to work on the 
banquet. TU really needs some volunteers. This will be TU’s 33rd annual 
banquet! Please let Marshall Bloom know if you are willing to assist. 
drtrout@mtbloom.net 
 

FOR FUN 
Over the summer, my kids visited. I thought it was a good time to review 
my living will. I told them that I never wanted to live in a vegetative state, 
dependent on a machine and fluids from a bottle. I said that if that ever 
happened, just pull the plug. 
 
They got up, pulled the plug on the TV and threw my wine bottle away. 
The little bastards. 
 

THE AUTHOR 
I don’t know about you, but I’m tired of visitors, tired of yard work and 
tired of the heat. (I thought I’d never say that part about the heat, especially last 
winter.) I yearn for the quiet of the Bitterroot in the fall: solitude, good hatches, 
comfortable temps. Mostly, all the yahoos are gone and it seems only serious fisher folk venture out. Let’s 
go fishing! 
 
You can reach me at 406-381-5611 or richmorrisey@q.com 
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