
 

 
NEWSLETTER FOR APRIL, 2012 

 
THE MEETING 
 
The fish are jumping and the living is easy. The grass is greening and the 
time is short. The weather is still stormy and gray but spring’s energy is busting 
out all over. We’ve even got crocuses blooming and tulips not far behind. I hope 
your fly boxes are stuffed and ready. Here we go! 
We meet Tuesday, April 3, 2012, at BJ's located at 900 N. 1st Street, 
Hamilton. General fish tails start at 6:00 pm and the program starts at 7:00 pm. 

 
THE SPEAKER 
 
Our program presenter will be Mark Raisler, co-owner of the 
Headhunters Fly Shop in Craig. For the newly born, Craig is a one wonderful 
day float from Holter Dam on the Missouri River. 
Mark was forced to fish at a young age and did not like it. But, over the 
years he learned to like it, then love it, then live it. He now says he wouldn't 
have it any other way. 
Mark's path to the Mo reads like this. Aimless wanderer stumbles to the 
Missouri on a recommendation of the Missoulian Angler in May 1992. Could 
not catch those finicky fish. Moved to the Missouri Sept 1997. The happiest 



days of my life. Then became a fishing guide in 2000. Then an outfitter 5 years 
later. Then the lowest level - a shop owner in 2008. 
Mark loves the Missouri and would not rather be anywhere else. He has 
been described as irreverent, innovative and a damn good guide. He was one of 
the featured people in the movie "Sipping Dry" presented at the Fly Fishing 
Film tour recently in Missoula 
Mark will be speaking about the four seasons of the Missouri along with 
tips and techniques. 
Headhunters, LLC 
145 Bridge Street 
Craig, MT 59648 
1.877.379.3597 
406.235.3447 

 
THOSE WHO SPAKE 
 
Last month’s program was "A Local's Guide to the Paradise Valley 
Spring Creeks" by Brant Oswald guiding out of Livingston. The program 
covered fishing on Armstrong, Nelson's and DePuy's Spring Creeks, with 
special emphasis on off-season hatches and fishing, trip planning on short 
notice and other approaches available to Montana residents. Great presentation. 
Thank you Brant. 

 
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
As we enter spring, the Skwala hatch should be in full swing, I have seen 
a few flies, but I also see snowflakes ... warm up please! 
Last month’s program was a real entertaining one with Brant Oswald 
from Livingston speaking on spring creeks of the Paradise Valley. This next 
program promises to be good as well with Mark Raisler from Craig presenting 
on fishing the Missouri River. 
At the April meeting, Pierre Satkowiak will have “contact sheets” for you 
to indicate interest (not commitment) in various trips planned. As the events 
occur you will be notified as to details, car-pools etc. Make sure you get a 
calendar of outings. 
May is a great month for you to introduce friends, and relatives (even in 
laws?) to our sport. FFB along with Bitterroot Trout Unlimited will sponsor the 
annual Fly Fishing Workshop, designed for beginners and intermediate anglers. 
We will be needing volunteers to assist for four Wednesdays in May. Flyers to 
register will be at the meeting. This is coordinated and taught by our own Cathy 
Lowe and Greg Chester. 



Please remember that this is your club. Your support is needed and 
appreciated as a dues paying member, volunteer and actively being involved in 
our events. Remember to support our local fly shops which so generously 
support us. 
Jim Cline 
President 

 
FLY OF THE MONTH 
 
Phil's Chironomid 
by Phil Romans 
 
Recipe 
Hook: Mustad C535, size 14, or Tiemco 200R,      
size 14 
Thread: Red, 8/0 
Bead: Brass, painted white 
Gills: White Zelon or Antron 
Collar: Peacock herl (optional) 
Abdomen: Red Super Floss or red thread, coated 
with head cement 
Rib: Copper wire, fine 
 
I usually fish this fly at Georgetown Lake shortly after "Ice Out." I put 
my forceps on my fly, drop the fly and forceps to the bottom and then move my 
indicator down so the fly will be suspended six to eight inches above the 
bottom. If you have a slight breeze, then the wave motion is enough to move the 
fly up and down. If not, then common knowledge is to move the fly as slow as 
you can, and then divide that speed by half. 
For more information on chironomids, you may want to refer to a book 
by Philip Rowley Fly Patterns for Stillwaters. 
I also learned a lot from Denny Westover too, so don't be shy about 
asking Denny about using these amazingly effective flies on any lake. Doug 
Duff, Jay Melzer and I had an incredible day on Clark Canyon Reservoir using 
much smaller chironomids (black with a black tungsten bead and a silver rib in 
a size 16 ring-eye, emerger-type hook such as a Dai Riki #125). Most of the 
forty or so fish we caught were over three pounds. 
 

 
ODDS AND ENDS 
 



Fly of the Month: 
All Club members are invited to submit flies to be considered for fly of 
the month. Send your recipes and pictures to Bob Pearcy at 
rwpearcy@gmail.com. 

 
Fly tying: 
Every Wednesday evening, 5:30 pm, at the Brew Pub. 
 
From BRTU: 
With the completion of the classroom segment of this year's Bitterroot 
Buggers program BRTU recognizes and thanks the FFB for supporting this 
popular and important program. As in years past numerous FFB members 
generously donated their valuable time sharing tying and fly fishing expertise 
adding greatly to the success of the class. Parents of this year's students were 
very complimentary of the skill and enthusiasm displayed by instructors, most 
of which were FFB members. 
The final class will be a fishing and picnic day on April 29, location to be 
determined pending stocking schedules. The winner of the Monte Dolak print 
for volunteer instructors will be drawn at the picnic - instructors need not be 
present to win. However, all are invited to assist the students with real-time 
fishing and to join us for the picnic. 
Again, many thanks to the FFB for its continued support of BRTU's 
Bitterroot Buggers program. 
Sincerely, 
The Board of Directors, 
Bitterroot Trout Unlimited 

 
FOR FUN 
 
Bagpipes at a funeral....... As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I 
was asked by a funeral director to play at a graveside service for a homeless 
man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to be at a pauper's 
cemetery in the Kentucky backcountry. 
As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical 
man, I didn't stop for directions. I finally arrived an hour late and saw the 
funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight. There were 
only the diggers and crew left and they were eating lunch. 
I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. I went to the side of 
the grave and looked down and the vault lid was already in place. I didn't know 
what else to do, so I started to play. The workers put down their lunches and 
began to gather around. I played out my heart and soul for this man with no 
family and friends. I played like I've never played before for this homeless 



man. And as I played 'Amazing Grace,' the workers began to weep. They wept, 
I wept, we all wept together. When I finished I packed up my bagpipes and 
started for my car. Though my head hung low, my heart was full. As I opened 
the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, "I never seen nothing' like 
that before and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 
Apparently I'm still lost.... it's a man thing : ) 

 
THE AUTHOR 
 
We have paid the price to Old Man Winter. Spring is ours. Enjoy the 
bounty of our land and waters. You can reach me at 406-381-5611 or 
richmorrisey@q.com. I encourage newsletter ideas. 


