www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org
“Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a nonprofit club dedicated to sharing our passion for fly fishing
by promoting fellowship, education and stewardship of our fishing resources.”

November 2017 Newsletter
Tuesday, November 1st Social Hour 5:30 pm Meeting starts at 6:30 pm
BJ’s Restaurant- Hamilton
President’s Message
As the days of autumn quickly rush by in a riot of color, warm afternoons, clear skies and great fishing
opportunities one has to wish it could last just a little longer. I suspect there will be nice days ahead in the
coming months but nothing like the last two weeks. I hope you have all taken the time to enjoy this beautiful
time of the year. I am happy to report that my arm is healing well, just not as fast as I would like! I have been
out fishing and catching too! The beautiful colors of our Bitterroot fish never cease to amaze me & I love to
watch them swim back in the water after I have had the pleasure of fooling one. Remember to handle these
treasures gently, use barbless hooks and please, don’t over play the fish! How would you feel if someone had
you on a rope & made you run a marathon?! Get your pictures quickly and keep in mind that there is no
picture worth the life of even one fish.
The past year has been a busy one for the club and I have been quite the task master to the Board members.
We have accomplished a lot and I thank them for hanging in there- it has been a bit of “Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride”.
Next Month’s meeting is our annual Membership meeting and elections. We will start with appetizers and
then proceed to elections of the 2018 Board of Directors. This is an important meeting—it is about us-the
members and WE-the club. I will have some questions for you all about how we proceed in the future years.
You need to meet those individuals who have agreed to help keep this club going forward and to say thank
you to those who have served. The Board will need your support & efforts to have those events that are a
reflection of our commitments to our Community, our sport and our friendships.
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breaths away.”—
Author unknown
Tight lines, Estelle
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The November 1st, 2017 Program
The no fish, fly fishing club slide show
(some of the pictures taken at our events & outings over the last year)

By yours truly, your President
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Recap of last month’s program
Sean Gallagher, our speaker for October, gave a talk based on his highly regarded two volume book Wild
Steelhead, the Lure and Lore of a Pacific Northwest Icon. Our club members were mesmerized by the history
of steelheading and the colorful personalities who pursued these glorious fish. He closed his presentation with
information on the dramatic decline in the west coast steelhead population. A signed copy of his books was
won by Greg Chester in the raffle.

Upcoming Programs
December 5th- Annual Membership meeting & elections
NOTE: there will be hors d’ oeuvres served starting at 5:30pm

January 2, 2018 - Heather Barber from The Bitterroot Water Forum
February 6, 2108 - Bob Prince’s Famous SLIDESHOW!
March 6, 2018 - Tony Reinhart
3

Time for pictures everyone!
Bob Prince is requesting/demanding, OK, begging for you to send your fish pictures to him so that he can
present another memorable show. He is asking this of all you fly flingers (and others) –

JPEG files via email. His email address is:
robertprince@gmail.com
[Please remember to identify who & where picture was taken, if you all can remember that is…..]

STARTING THE FIRST WEDNESDAY IN NOVEMBER, 2017
Wednesday nights: Fly tying at the Bitterroot Brewery 5-8 PM

Club dues run January 1- December 31st.
You can pay at the meetings, or via our website or mail a check in. We will
be updating information this year on everyone, so please keep an
open for a form coming to you likely by December.
Thanks for those of you who are paying early- it will be for 2018
Individual- $25.00
Family-$35.00
(defined as a domestic relationship or a single parent with children under the age of 18)

RAFFLE Tickets are 6/$5; 13/$10; 30/$20
We have great stuff coming up in the next raffle—you are just going to have to be there.
Speaking of flies, our hard working raffle person is reminding our fly tying members that a major source of our
raffle revenue comes from member flies that are donated and raffled off at our monthly meetings. Donated
flies should be in a box or container and labeled with the pattern name and the name of the tyer. Why not
make a personal commitment to donate a dozen of your favorite pattern this year. Help fill the Club’s coffers
and show off your tying skills!
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There will be a Board Raffle starting at the November meeting.
SQUARES ARE $2.00 EACH
As you all know by now, there are 100 squares available. Once they are all filled, then we
will draw the winner. This next one is:
A stunning photograph by one of our own: Denny Westover

The bear image was taken in northern British Columbia at the Khutzeymateen Grizzly Bear Sanctuary. The
sanctuary is a 170 square mile Provincial Park located at the end of a 20 mile long inlet in a very remote part of
B.C. I spent a week there living on a 72 foot sailboat and photographing the bears from a Zodiac inflatable. The
bears are there in May each year to feed on sedge grass that grows on islands in the Khutzeymateen River
delta. We saw 15 to 20 bears a day, many with cubs and the Zodiac allowed us to get close to the bears. I took
about 15,000 images over five days and edited that down to 120 keepers. Only 200 people a year are granted
permits to visit this area so I felt quite privileged to be there.
The bear in the photo had been feeding on sedge grass on an island in the delta when the rising tide forced
her to swim to the mainland - about a 200 yard swim. If you or any of the club members are interested in
seeing more images taken on that trip they can be viewed at dwwestover.smugmug,com Click on Grizzlies of
the Khutzeymateen.

Can’t be at the next meeting but would like to buy some squares for this
awesome photograph? Contact Phil Romans or Estelle Shuttleworth to purchase
tickets. See last page of newsletter for emails & phone #s.
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A Skip Morris workshop- Location- Bitterroot River
Inn
AM program is Lake Fishing (2-3 hours. Cost- about
$35.00/person)
PM program is tying flies for lake fishing (3-4 hours. Cost- about
$35.00/person)
You can sign up for one or both sessions
Stay tuned for more information!
The new lanyards have arrived! These are shorter- 30” instead of 36”. If you wish to switch out your
longer one, bring it in for a trade. Remember, first lanyard is on the club, replacements are $2.50 each!

Flies of the Month October 2017
Baetis and Zebra Klinkhammers
By Greg Chester
I just returned from another great trip to the Yellowstone area (see my trip report). Along with perfect
weather conditions, I was introduced to another great pattern from Bucky at Blue Ribbon Flies. During the
week Baetis adult, emerger and nymph patterns were the ticket and these Klinkhammer patterns were clearly
the winners, even out fishing the venerable Sparkle Dun on several waters. As they say Fall is Small which was
underscored by the consistent refusals to anything larger than a #22. A #24 was even better if you could see it.
Try fishing it as a dropper behind something visible helped detect hits. With winter approaching I included the
Zebra Midge version for those fishable, snowy days we’re treated to in the colder months.
These patterns follow a successful theme of placing the abdomen below the surface and more visible to the
trout. Many new hook designs accomplish this and none better that the Klinkhammer style. The Tiemco
206BL is another great emerger/adult hook. On both of these hooks I really like the ring eye feature versus
down eye styles. This style features a wider gap for better hooking success, and both are made of light wire –
ideal for surface patterns.
Besides fishing well these patterns are easy to tie, if you’re comfortable tying patterns size 20 and smaller. If
not Blue Ribbon would be happy to sell you a dozen! The parachute hackle and post afford good floatability
and visibility, more worthy features of effective patterns.
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Menu –

(Materials in parentheses are for the zebra version)

Thread

Olive dun 8/0 Unithread (Black 8/0 Uni)

Hook

Daiichi 1167 Klinkhammer size 16 – 22

Rib

Copper Midge Wire (Silver Midge wire)

Dubbing

Grey Olive Superfine (black Superfine)

Post

Trigger Point fibers, orange, dun or black. All 3 colors have benefits depending on light
conditions – experiment!

Hackle

Medium Dun (Grizzly)

Tying steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Attach thread at beginning of hook bend and tie in wire.
Wrap thread back keeping wire on top of hook shank.
Bring thread back to top of hook and wrap wire to the thorax area.
Tie off and snip or break wire.
Bring thread to midway point on top of hook and tie in post and hackle.
Dub a very sparse thorax of Superfine on both sides of post.
Wrap hackle and tie off.
Whip finish and cement head.

Zebra midge version

Baetis version
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Fall 2017 Yellowstone trip
By
Phil Romans
I and a couple of FFB club members plus a friend of mine from Idaho recently went to fish the Madison River in
Yellowstone Park.
I'm not sure if everyone knows that beginning around mid-September, Browns and Rainbows begin to run
from Hebgen Lake up the Madison into the Park. The run lasts well into October. It's an opportunity to catch
very sizeable fish that you might normally have to go to someplace like Alaska to find.
Bob Miller, Geno Centofani and myself went over recently for the opportunity to fish for these very sizeable
fish. All the larger holes in the Park are named and sometimes there's a lineup to fish on some of them, but it's
worth the wait and often we had the holes to ourselves. There is some protocol to fish some of the major
holes because people know about the run, but from Hebgen up to the Park, there are miles of riffles and runs
to fish and you often have the river to yourself. In order to fish in the Park you need to get a Yellowstone Park
fishing license but your Montana license is all you need to fish anywhere outside the Park.
It's not dry fly fishing but you are fishing over some very large fish. I have seen some that would be measured
in pounds rather than inches and actually had a huge one go airborne on me and break off my 4X tippet on
this trip. It looked more like a Salmon than a trout. Anyway, the flies we used were my "Effluvia Brewski" and
Bob Jacklin's October Caddis nymphs (I have the instructions for Jacklin's October Caddis if you are coming to
the Wednesday tying sessions at the Bitterroot Brewery in Nov.) plus an assortment of flies from my friends fly
boxes. The "Brewski" worked best I'm happy to say although I had to tie them with Tin rather than lead wire
due to restrictions in the Park on using lead.
The fishing was very good. All of us managed to get some nice fish each day we were there and we had pretty
good weather most of the time.
Tight lines,
Phillip Romans

promans@aol.com

8

Yellowstone Waters: Trip Report, October 14 – 20 2017
By Greg Chester
Yes, another Yellowstone trip report – just can’t get enough of this special venue. After many great
reports from FFB members visiting the Park and surrounding area I had to go over again. This time I invited 3
CA. friends to join me. Knowing the conditions could be a real challenge they committed anyway and were
treated to a fabulous week of weather – as low as 15 degrees in the morning but 60’s in the afternoon. What
luck! The sun was out most days except for some periods of high clouds – perfect for Baetis and Midge
emergences.
The trip started with an early morning drive over snowy Skalkaho Pass and setting up things at our
cabin in West Yellowstone. I spent the evening fishing a midge hatch on Grayling Creek. What fun catching
18”+ run-up rainbows on #22 - 24 emergers. Thankfully they weren’t leader shy so I used a 4.5 X Trout Hunter
Fluorocarbon tippet. However, stealth and a good drag free drift were required to get bit. Nice start to a great
trip.
With the West Yellowstone Airport closed for the year I drove up to Bozeman on Sunday to pick up the
boys and fished the Gallatin on the way. I had good luck nymphing some nice fish just downstream from the
Big Sky turn off. Small Baetis and midge patterns were best such as a #20 Shop Vac and Radiation Baetis and
#22 black Zebra midge. I picked up the boys and enjoyed lunch at the Pickle Barrel in Belgrade. Great
sandwiches but good luck eating a whole one by yourself!
We returned to West and spent the evening gearing up and grilling a nice tri tip. The next morning we
met our Blue Ribbon guides for the first of four days of fishing – Drew Mentzer and Tommy Cornell., long time
friends. They suggested a float on the Madison that day and with good reason. We all scored well with Pats
Rubber Leg stones nymphs with a Baetis dropper. Both flies worked well landing mostly rainbows from 14 –
19”. Nice start to the trip even though it was a bit windy. But then it’s always windy in the Madison Valley.
On Tuesday we caravanned to the Lamar River area in the Park with stops at Slough Creek and Soda
Butte. We started with Baetis nymphs with good success and then under some light cloud cover continued
scoring with Baetis and midge adults and emergers. The best pattern by far was Bucky McCormack’s
Klinkhammer Baetis/Midge dries. (Look for a Fly Of The Month article soon). The 2 hour drive from West was
worth every minute with the great solitary fishing, scenery and multiple animal sightings. Another great day
culminating with dinner at Wild West Pizza.
We woke up to another chilly morning (18 deg.) on Wednesday and decided to spit up with one group
going into the Park for run-up rainbows near Barnes Pool and my group wading the Madison near Reynolds
Pass. The boys did well in the Park using rubber legs and streamers catching ‘bows up to 21”. We had a banner
day just upstream from the Reynolds Bridge staring with Baetis nymphs and then drys when it warmed up a
bit. Again, really nice 16 – 20’ rainbows on #22 Klinkhammer Baetis dry flies, and again, no one around but us.
This was new water to me and definitely not the last time I fish it. I usually fish the Reynolds area from the
monument off the Ennis highway (MT 287) which can be good but the bridge area offers more braiding and
fishy runs.
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Our last day was again new water for us. One group fished the Madison between the lakes in the
morning and the Reynolds Pass area in the afternoon and scored as well as we had on Wednesday. My group
walked and waded the Madison from Beaver Meadows to Bakers Hole campground, about a 3 mile stretch.
What a treat. I’ve fished around Bakers Hole many, many times but never ventured up to Beaver Meadows.
This stretch is well braided with lots of fine runs and pockets holding big rainbows and browns and even big
white fish. I caught two whiteys over 20” with both fighting long and hard. Drew said they run up out of
Hebgen Lake chasing the rainbow’s eggs. Having a knowledgeable guide in this stretch really paid off. Many
runs looked great from my view but they knew from experience that some fishy looking water would hold only
a few trout and not worth taking time away from our long walk to Bakers Hole. This was another beautiful day
reaching 60degrees with a mild breeze and sunshine. Who know October could offer up such nice days. We
were lucky to pick this week. We returned to our cabin to reflect on the success of another great trip while
enjoying grilled pork tenderloin and a dram or two of single malt, or was it three?
On Friday morning we packed up after breakfast at Euro Café and drove back to Bozeman to meet their
flights and I headed home with an hour stop at the Beaverhead near the Grasshopper Creek access. No rising
fish but I scraped up a 14” brown using, you guessed it, Baetis nymphs. Not much action but a nice ending to
another pleasant trip to the Yellowstone waters.
Bucky invited me to come back in Nov or Dec for midge fishing. He said to bring snowshoes for getting
around the Three Dollar Bridge area. Snowshoes – really? Who knows, maybe I’ll try it.
Tight lines!

A Soda Butte cutthroat
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Fall Chironomid Fishing
Brown’s lake – Oct 17, 2017
By
Dennis Westover
There are more than 400,000 different types in the chironomid family and some type of activity occurs every month of
the year.
Virtually every lake in the world has some chironomid (midge) activity. October in Montana and the Pacific Northwest
does not typically produce fishable midge surface hatches in stillwaters. Midges do hatch in October but they are
typically size 32 and smaller and in my experience the trout don’t bother with them. Even though fishable size
chironomids aren’t hatching trout are still feeding on chironmind larva (bloodworms). The larvae of the chironomid are
the second stage of a four-stage development process and this particular stage is most available to trout in stillwaters in
the spring and fall. In the spring larvae are emerging from the mud bottom and beginning their metamorphosis and
journey to the surface. The spring hatching sequence makes all four stages available to the fish and the fisherman and
allows us to fish the stage we judge will be most productive.
Fall chironomid development, however, limits our options. Occasionally, a traditional chironomid pupa fished just off the
bottom will catch fish but it’s an unreliable technique. A better choice is the larvae (bloodworm) stage. In the spring
bloodworms emerge from the mud in shallow water and migrate to deeper water where they burrow into the mud for
the winter. They return again to the shallows in the spring. Since bloodworms don’t swim this migration is a slow
process that makes them available to the trout. They typically drift just inches off the bottom and are available to
predators for days and weeks at a time. Trout harvest them at their leisure and may eat hundreds a day.
So how do we take advantage of the defenseless bloodworm?
Pierre Satkowiak and I spent the day on Brown’s lake and fished bloodworms almost exclusively. The day was sunny and
virtually windless, until the ever-reliable Brown’s lake wind rolled in at 3:00. We anchored in 10 feet of water over a
weedless bottom just off the Yurt. We anchored bow and stern so as to prevent the boat from swinging on a single
anchor (remember, bloodworms don’t swim). Five and six weight rods are ideal for midge fishing because they have
enough backbone to set the hook when you have twenty to thirty feet of line on the surface and ten to twenty feet of
leader under the surface. When fishing in 10 feet I rig a 10-foot length of 17 lb. fluorocarbon to my fly line with a loop to
loop connection and attach a very small swivel to the other end. String a breakaway indicator on to the fluorocarbon
before you attach the swivel. Tie a 2-foot length of 4X fluro to the swivel and then another 18 inches of 4X with a triple
surgeon’s knot. Pinch on a very small split shot ABOVE THE KNOT in the two lengths of fluro. Tie on a bloodworm with a
non slip loop knot. If you move to deeper water just lengthen the 17 lb. fluro – the terminal rig is always the same. You
can rig a second bloodworm below the first but I find that the bottom fly takes 90% of the fish. If you are fishing more
than 10 ft. of water breakaway indicators are a must if you intend on landing your fish without it looking like a Laurel
and Hardy vaudeville act.
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Setting up your leader and indicator is critical to success with bloodworms. They never move more than a few inches off
the bottom so it’s important to have you fly in that zone if you expect to catch fish. I attach my forceps to the bottom
hook and lower the leader over the side of the boat until it touches the bottom. Reach down and pinch the leader at the
water’s surface, lift it up and secure your breakaway indicator one foot below the point where you pinched off the
leader. When you have made your cast, your fly will be suspended one foot above the bottom.
I prefer to fish bloodworms UPWIND OF THE BOAT and let them drift naturally down to the boat while continuously
picking up slack. Bloodworms drift rather than swim and this presentation seems to imitate that drift behavior. Trout
tend to take bloodworms very softly so concentrate on your indicator and strike hard and fast on any movement of the
indicator.
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The photo below illustrates the flies we used on Browns. When we pulled anchor at 3:30 we had boated nine fish – half
of them 20 inches and more and the rest around 16 inches. We were one of two boats fishing that day.

Tie up some bloodworms and try this technique - I think you’ll enjoy it!!
P.S. If you are feeling really geeky here’s a good video on the life cycle of the chironomid (don’t let your spouse catch
you looking at this!!!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGQEPZqNZU8
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Quotable Quotes
"As geezerhood looms, my dozen or so fly boxes bulge with patterns whose names I no longer know and can
no longer see well enough to tie, and I can no longer remember why--or even whether--I tied them in the first
place. What has gotten harder to find in my fly boxes are the flies I'm actually looking for, which is to say one
of the dozen or so patterns that over the years have proven consistently successful in various venues.... Now
that I've safely grown out of the exact-imitation phase, I find my trout flies can squeeze happily into only two
large boxes rigidly divided into two categories: those that don't float and those that do."
James R. Babb, Fly-Fishin' Fool, 2005
"The morning that I walked down through the meadow, in and out of time, through all those shimmering
strata of light and color, I waded across a shallow neck of water to the far side of the river, and stood there for
a long time looking back over the meadow, and dawn seemed to rise out of the river, flood across the land....
Overhead, the sky was an endless vault of turquoise. And the surface of the river flashed like a polished vein
of Mexican opal."
Harry Middleton, The Bright Country, 1993
"In all probability the larger the artificial nymph, the less accurate the imitation should be, and while color,
form, and size must be fairly accurate, a suggestion of other features might be better than a detailed
representation. For my own use, since my underwater studies have shown that live nymphs stay right side
up whether swimming or drifting, I feel better with a nymph that has no distinctive back or belly, and one that
has hackle completely around the body, rather than being bearded underneath or sticking out the sides."
Charles E. Brooks, Nymph Fishing for Larger Trout, 1976

JUST FOR FUN
Church Signs:
Clays Mill Baptist Church
Whoever stole our AC units keep one
It's hot where you're going
Central Baptist Church
Forgive your enemies-It messes with their heads
St. Marks Anglican Church
Adam and Eve
The first people to not read the Apple terms and conditions
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Nov 5 Nov 13th
Dec 5th
Dec 11th

Phone contacts:
Phil& Dorreen Romans 406- 363-0744
Gary Kosaka 562-833-3634
Denny Westover 206-605-0404
Greg Chester 406-363-0033
Bob Prince 406-546-7491
Pierre Satkowiak 406-777-2346
Estelle Shuttleworth 406-381-0474

Club meeting
Board meeting
Annual meeting & elections
Board meeting

o 2018 schedule









Jan 2nd club meeting
Jan 8th Board meeting
Feb 6th club meeting
Feb 12th Board meeting
Mar 6th club meeting
Mar 12th Board meeting
April 3rd club meeting
April 9th Board meeting

FFB Merchandise Program
FFB graphically labeled merchandise is
available at www.okeefesreef.com Sample
merchandise can be seen at
http://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/
page
FFB members can order from the website and
have merchandise delivered to their home.

2017 Board of Directors

We have negotiated a 10% discount with the
vendor on all orders from Club members.
Items for ladies also!

Estelle Shuttleworth-President je@shuttleworthje.com
Pierre Satkowiak-Secretary psatkowiak@gmail.com
Ken Quinn-Treasurer
David Ward-Programs dward451@comcast.net
Bob Prince-Web Master robertprince@gmail.com
Leon Powell- Roster eleonfish@gmail.com
Gary Kosaka- hikemastergk@gmail.com
Dorreen Romans-PR promans@aol.com
Phil Romans-promans@aol.com
Greg Chester- gchester55@aol.com
Ed Gannon- edandck@gmail.com
Dick Ellis- ellis_r@fortlewis.edu
Denny Westover- dwwestover@comcast.net
Gary Brothers- gary@garybrothersrealestate.com

Classifieds
The Board of Directors set a policy concerning
classified ads in our newsletter. We want to
facilitate our members selling unwanted,
unneeded gear. The following rules apply: (1)
the seller must be a Club member; (2) the
seller must be noncommercial; (3) this editor
has full right to edit submitted materials; they
should be “Tweet” size (4) the ads will run a
maximum of two times and then be retired;
(5) the thing or things to be sold must be
related to fly fishing; and (6) we not will
charge for the ad placement and take no
responsibility for its accuracy

Our Address:
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot
PO BOX 692
Victor, MT 59875

Other
Name tags and lanyards are ready and
are at the check in table. If you need a
name tag please contact Estelle
Shuttleworth at je@shuttleworthje.com

FOR SALE
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