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Meeting, 6pm,Tuesday, November 3, 2014 
BJ’s Restaurant, Hamilton 

 
 

“The truth is that fishing for trout is as crazy and self-
indulgent as inhaling opium. What, then, can be said 
for trout fishing? Simply this: it’s got work beat a 
mile and is, if a man can stand it, indecently great 
fun” 
 
 

Robert Traver 
ANATOMY OF A FISHERMAN 
 
 

November – Trout fishermen (except for a few die-hards) are putting 
up their gear for the winter or exchanging it for spey rods and long 
johns…. A few are tying bonefish flies and building Trevally poppers – 
dreaming of Christmas Island, the Bahamas, turquoise coral flats and 
reel busting runs. A few of the most fortunate will be heading south 
(South America that is) to the fabled rivers of Patagonia for big browns 



and rainbows, hearty wine and barbequed lamb at an evening Asado. 
The truly brave will wait for a bluebird day to head for the Missouri and 
cast to impossibly fussy fish with ridiculously tiny flies. Whatever you 
plan to do in November make fishing or fly tying a part of your 

November……..Ed 
 
 
 

THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
Our valley is having a nice long Indian summer.  Hope you have been 
able to enjoy a few days on the river with friends chasing its wily trout.  
Winter is just around the corner so take advantage of the few warm 
days we have before it is too cold for most of us. 
 
As stated in my last month’s message there are a number of Board 
members who have served the Club for as long as it has been in 
existence and are ready to take a break.  New Board member will bring 
in new ideas and help keep the Club viable.  There is no set limit on the 
number of Board members and election to the Board is not competitive.  
New Board members do not have to be chairman of a committee to 
serve, all we ask is that you attend our monthly Board meetings and 
help us plan the Club’s activities.  Anyone who would like to give us a 
hand contact me (Douglas 961-5455) or Rich (381-5611). 
 
See you next Tuesday (Nov. 4) at BJ’s at which time Chris Clancy will tell 
us about Bitterroot River fish populations, a potential fish removal 
project in the upper West Fork and how to identify west slope cutthroat, 
rainbows and hybrids. 
 
Fly tying at the Bitterroot Brewery will get under way on Wednesday, 
November 5.  Even if you don’t tie come on down, have a brew or two 
and join in on the conversations.  Some of the best tiers in the valley will 
be tying and more than willing to share their techniques. 
Good fishing 
 
Doug 
 



 
 
 

THE PROGRAM 
 

This month’s speaker will be FWP fisheries biologist Chris Clancy who 
will speak about Bitterroot River fish population surveys, a potential 
fish removal project in the Upper West Fork and methods of identifying 
west slope cutthroat, rainbows and hybrids. Come to learn more about 
the river and the fish we love. 
 

 
WINTER FLY TYING AT THE BREWERY 

 
Phil Romans wants to remind members, non members and the general 
public that he and a motley crew of other fly tiers and beer drinkers will 
be getting together every WEDNESDAY NIGHT beginning the first 
Wednesday in November at the BITTERROOT BREWERY to tie flies and 
exchange lies. Tying and telling begins around 5pm and lasts till closing 
time at 8pm. bring your tying equipment or just come and watch the 
tiers. Kids and spouses are welcome – in fact several of the young tiers 
at this years TU Banquet got their start at the brewery (tying, that is) 
 
 

The Editors Corner – Things I’ve learned and ideas 
I’ve stolen from my fishing partners. 
 
I don’t know about you but I don’t do much fly tying in the summer. I’d 
rather be fishing than stuck inside behind a vise. Oh, I occasionally 
churn out a dozen of this or that if I’ve run out of a favorite pattern but 
my serious tying begins in November. I’m tying to restock my boxes and 
to supply friends and family who don’t tie. By the time I push away from 
the bench in late March I’ve tied about a hundred dozen flies that 
include dries, nymphs, streamers and saltwater patterns. I’m not an 
expert tier but in forty years of tying I’ve added some items to my tying 
bench that I now consider essential. Some I use every time I tie and 
others only occasionally. You may find some or all of them helpful in 
your tying endeavors…Ed 



 
 
SELF-HEALING MAT AND ROTARY 

CUTTER – If you tie foam flies 
and you cut out your own 
bodies, wingcases, etc you are 
probably using your tying 
scissors or a ruler and razor 
blade to cut the foam strips. 
Nothing wrong with that 
method but I have found that a 
steel ruler, self- healing mat 
and a rotary cutter do a faster 
and more accurate job.  
 
The rotary cutter stays sharp longer than a razor blade, the blades are 
replaceable and it’s much easier to use. All three are available on 
Amazon and you can generally find the mats & rotary cutters at any 
quilt shop. 

 
 
 
BODKIN HOLDER AND CLEANER 

– I always have several 
bodkins on my bench and use 
then for dozens of different 
tasks as a part of the tying 
process. Especially when they 
are used to apply head cement 
or epoxy, they seem to 
accumulate an ever-thicker 
coating of junk, which 
periodically has to be scraped 
off. A solution to this build up 
is the item shown below. It’s 
easy to construct from any 
small container (mine is a 
section of copper pipe with a 

 



bit of lead jammed into the bottom). Fill it with fine steel wool and get in 
the habit of sticking your bodkin in the steel wool when you are finished 
with it. It’s a handy resting place and the steel wool keeps the point of 
the bodkin junk free! 
 
 
TEAR MENDER FABRIC AND LEATHER ADHESIVE – 

This stuff sticks to any porous surface. Tear 
Mender is waterproof, flexible, permanent, 
quick-drying, UV resistant, eco-friendly, non-
toxic and acid-fr ee. It is particularly handy for 
gluing the top and bottom rabbit strip on Double 
Bunny streamers. It dries in less that 30 seconds 
and is easy to work with. Get some and you will 
discover a dozen other uses for it. Available at 
Amazon – get a small bottle and replace it after 
one year. 
 
 
 

CLEAR CURE GOOP EPOXY-If you have 
used two- part epoxy you know that 
it’s a pain in the ____. It dries before 
you’re finished, it’s either too thick 
or too thin and it tends to turn 
yellow with age. More high tech 
epoxies have become available and 
among the best is Clear Cure Goo 
HYDRO. It’s a UV sensitive, thin, tack 
free, quick curing (five seconds), 
very durable, non-yellowing epoxy. 
Clear Cure makes half a dozen 
different formulas but I am 
particularly fond of the HYDRO. I 
use it mainly to coat chironomid 
bodies and to create more durable 
bodies on saltwater files. One or two coats on a chironomid add a 
realistic translucence and bombproof durability. You will need a special 
UV light to properly cure HYDRO. I have been using the same bottle for 



three years. I find it to be much more durable than Sally Hansen’s. Find 
it at www.clearcuregoo.com or your favorite fly shop.  
 
 
 
VASECTOMY TOOL-Yes, you read that correctly. I was given several of these by 
a fishing friend who also happened to be an Urologist and a fly tier. The tip 
heats instantly and makes a quick and clean slice. I have found them handy for 
precision touch ups to finished flies. They are great for trimming rubber legs 
on nymphs. If you can obtain one you will find dozens of uses for them –Except 
one! DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME – SEE AN UROLOGIST! 
 
 

 
 

 

“The whole purpose of summer fishing the Old Man 
said is not to worry about catching fish, but just to 
get out of the house and set and think a little.  Also, 
the womenfolk are very bad tempered in the summer. 

http://www.clearcuregoo.com/


The less you hang around the premises the less 
trouble you’re apt to get into.”  
 
ROBERY RUARK 
The Old Man and The Boy 

 
 

Fly of the Month 
No Name Skater 

by Bob Pearcy 
 
 
 
 

 
Recipe 
Hook:      Daiichi 2441, size 4 
Thread:  Uni 6/0, Black 
Tail:        6-8 strands yellow Krystal Flash 
Body:      Back;  yellow crystal flash wrapped 
    Front;  Black bucktail clipped short 
Wings:   Black bucktail with Foam overwing 
Foam:    5/16 wide 2mm thick closed cell foam 
Note:      tie the bucktail wings on top of hook and 
the clipped hair on the bottom 

 
 
 
This month's pattern is a skating fly designed to elicit a grab from a Steelhead.   I 
originally tied it for use on the Deschutes River in Oregon and there I managed to 
get a few grabs but alas no successful hookups (my fault!).   Just a few weeks ago I 
did have a very successful day with it on the Clearwater River. There is nothing 
quite as exciting as a big steelhead grabbing a fly as it skates across the surface. 
This fly is based loosely on a pattern that was either given to me or I bought: I do not 
remember which. I cannot find the original in any catalogs or web pages so I am 
calling it here the No Name Skater. It differs primarily in using the materials I had at 
hand rather than being completely faithful to the original pattern. The foam back 
gives it good floatability while the extension over the hook eye creates a prominent 
wake. The design is similar to but simpler than many other skating flies 
incorporating foam.  



 
Fish runs that are two to five feet deep and moving at a brisk walking pace.  Cast 
down and across and let the fly wake back across the current. Skaters are effective 
early in the season when water temperatures are not too cold and the steelhead are 
most active. Sometimes the fish will boil at the fly but not grab it. You now know 
where the fish is so try changing flies to a standard steelhead wet fly pattern and 
maybe the fish will grab it. 
 

 
FFB JOB DESCRIPTIONS AND OPENINGS 

 
 The Club’s Board is publishing a list of positions and their requirements so all 
Club members may determine if they would like to apply. All positions, except 
President, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor, are open for 2015 and will be 
appointed by the Board in December. The President’s position is traditionally filled 
from the Vice President’s position, currently held by Chris Andersen. We expect to 
appoint Chris President for 2015. However, the position of President for 2016 is 
open. Ken Quinn has stepped up and offered to replace Leon Powell as Treasurer 
commencing 2015. Dennis Westover will continue as Newsletter Editor for at least 
one more year. 
 
President.  Responsible for the overall operation of the Club. Conduct the general 
membership meetings. Organize and conduct Board meetings. Coordinate special 
events, such as special needs day. If need be, represent the club at events where it is 
appropriate. 
 
Vice President. This position has no regular official duties except to be ready to 
substitute for the President in his or her absence. However, the Club traditionally 
elects a person as Vice President for a year with the expectation that that person 
will succeed to the President’s position in the following year. 
 
Treasurer. The Treasurer has custody and charge of and is responsible for all funds 
of the Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot Inc.  The treasurer receives all funds and deposits 
such funds in the Bank and maintains required bank signature cards. The treasurer 
makes payments as requested and approved by the board. The accounting for such 
funds is done on the cash basis using QuickBooks:  Premier Nonprofit edition 
2011.  Using this software the treasurer prepares and issues to the board monthly 
Statement of Financial Income and Expense and Statement of Financial Position of Fly 
Fishers of the Bitterroot Inc.  In addition the treasurer prepares the annual IRS tax 
report, which, because our revenue is less than $50,000, is Form 990-N (e-
Postcard). 
 
Secretary.  Responsible for attending Board meetings and taking minutes of the 
Board meetings. Files the Club’s annual report with the Montana Secretary of State.  
 



Membership Chair. Membership Chairman attends monthly member meetings and 
board meetings, is responsible for checking in members and guests at monthly 
meetings, supplies members and potential members with information and 
application forms, receives annual dues, generates name tags and distributes door 
prize tickets. 
 
Publicity Chair.   Responsible for getting Club meeting notices in both local 
papers.  Try to circulate at meetings to talk with new members and any members 
who look neglected! Also hustles up people when hear they are fly fisherman and 
invite them to the club to try us out.  If there were any other advertising to do I 
would do that as well. 
 
Cruise Director. This position plans the trips for our Club. This involves selecting 
destinations consistent with best fishing times; locating and arranging for camping 
spots, if available; arranging for Club sponsored meals on outings; etc.  
 
Program Chair. The job of program director has only two components: The first part 
of the job is to arrange for speakers to appear at FFB monthly club meetings. 
Speakers have included guides, lodge owners, scientists and club members sharing 
details of a favorite trip. Speakers are needed for nine meetings a year. Once a year 
FFB has a show comprised of favorite photos provided by our members (this is 
often referred to as our “Show and Tell”). There are no meetings in July and August 
so no speakers are needed for those months. FFB does not pay for speakers 
although speakers are offered reimbursement of expenses and a dinner and drinks 
while visiting our club.  
 
As most speakers support their presentations with PowerPoint type slides, the 
second responsibility of the FFB Program Director is to bring the FFB A/V 
equipment to the meeting and set it up for the presentation.  This includes the 
projector, laptop PC, loudspeaker, and bag of cables. The equipment is small and 
easily transported. BJ’s restaurant provides the screen. 
 

Raffle Chair. The Raffle Chairman is in charge of organizing the raffle items and 
running the raffle during the monthly meetings.  As the raffle chair I also 
periodically contact local and fly fishing industry businesses to solicit raffle 
donations.  I also gather the fly of the month materials to include in the raffle during 
each meeting.   

Newsletter Editor.  The Newsletter Editor is responsible for the timely editing and 
publishing of the Club Newsletter on a monthly basis. 
 



 “The contentment which fills the mind of the 
angler at the close of his day’s sport is one of the 
chiefest charms of his life” 
 

William Cowper Prime,  Author, Newspaperman and 
President of the Associated Press 

 
CLUB SHOW AND TELL 

 
Each year, the Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot compiles photos sent in by 
members into a monthly program. This is variously entitled "Show and 
Tell" or "What We Did Last Summer." Most of these photos are of 
members wearing foolishly large grins while holding seriously large 
fish. But the photos can be of groups, landscapes, trips to exotic lands, 
etc., really anything consistent with our avocation of fly-fishing. This 
year, Bob Prince, having so much free time on his hands, has graciously 
offered to do the compiling. The single condition is that the photos be 
sent to him electronically. So, go back through all those photos you took 
over the past year and send them to Bob Prince at 
robertwaprince@gmail.com. Do not hesitate too long. If you want to see 
yourself or fishing companions in this compendium, you must send 
them soon. 
 
Everyone seems to be in such a hurry to scream 'racism' these days 

A customer asked, "In what aisle could I find the Polish sausage?"            

The clerk asks, "Are you Polish?" 

The guy, clearly offended, says, "Yes I am.  But let me ask you something. 

If I had asked for Italian sausage, would you ask me if I was Italian?  

Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you ask me if I was 

German? 

Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me if I was Jewish?  

Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was Mexican? 

Or if I asked for some Irish whiskey, would you ask if I was Irish?" 

The clerk says, "No, I probably wouldn't." 

 

mailto:robertwaprince@gmail.com


The guy says, "Well then, because I asked for Polish sausage, why did 

you ask me if I'm Polish?"    

The clerk replied, "Because you're in Home Depot." 

 

 
 

 

 


