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“Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a nonprofit club dedicated to sharing our passion for fly fishing 

by promoting fellowship, education and stewardship of our fishing resources.” 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER 
Meeting is Tuesday February 5th  at BJ’s. 

5:30-6:30-Social hour; meeting starts at 6:30 pm  

 

www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org 
 

 

President’s message 

Years ago, I fancied myself a writer and decided that I could write one very good novel.  I love to read, mostly 
novels, but I thought that I could write about a main character that I named Wade.  I wrote about five or six 
pages and decided that I could put down a few thoughts but the robust words of a novel never came.  
  
I am often asked by some of my readers where I find the ideas to write about each week.  The answer I give is 
mostly one that eludes even me.  I don’t have the foggiest idea from week to week what the main portion of 
the article will be.  While reading I came across an article written by Kirk Deeter who has had many articles 
published about fly fishing and has given a lot of advise to writers and fly fishermen.  He states, “There are 
writers who fish and anglers who write.  It’s important to endeavor to be among the former.  There are many, 
many others in the latter category.” “Above all, in this world of fly-fishing there really is no substitute for having 
actually seen and done things.  You must roll the miles and watch, and learn, and fail and surprise yourself, all 
the while asking questions and taking notes.” “Ultimately, the stories have very little to do with fish and 
everything to do with the people you went fishing with and the places where the adventures happen.” 
  
I don’t know where I am in the writing described by Deeter but I know I have the most fun writing for myself 
first and others later.  People ask me when I started writing this weekly report and I can’t remember the exact 
date but I believe it began during the summer of 1998.  There was a need for information to be published 
weekly about the fish, the water and the conditions during the fishing season.  I jumped at the chance to write 
the article because of our fly shop customers who would come in almost every day to spin their tales of the day 
before.  We had to wade through the truth and the tales but we were able to put out a very honest and 
straightforward report of how things were on the Bitterroot.   
  
Three years ago my wife gave me a book that had 642 places that I could write about different things including 
fly-fishing.  I have enjoyed writing the short paragraphs about the ideas in the book and have found that this is 
my niche in writing, writing things that are short 
  
January weather drags on as we hope for a break in the weather so we can head to the river.  Many die-hard 
fishermen continue to be out on the river and reporting that they are catching a lot of whitefish and some 
rainbows in between. 
Tight Lines, Bill Bean 
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FEBRUARY 2019 PROGRAM OF THE MONTH 

 

Bob Prince creates the Club’s annual program, showing photos from club members’ adventures -  usually set 
to amazing  rock and roll!   He is a past President of the FFB Club and wears many hats! 

After graduation from High School, Bob moved to Missoula to fish, ski, and spend a lot of hard earned cash at 
the University of Montana where he received a B.M.E. and B.M. in saxophone performance in 2008.  He then 
taught K-6 general music and K-12 band in beautiful Absarokee, MT for three years. Bob currently resides in 
Bitterroot Valley with his wife (also a music teacher), their young daughter Eliza, along with his best friend and 
fishing companion, Fisher (the dog). He currently works for the Stevensville School District and teaches K-5 
general music to about 400 students weekly. 

In addition to teaching and playing with his jazz quintet, Bob plays tennis and is a fly fishing guide during the 
summer months, focusing primarily on floating the Bitterroot River. 

 

     

 FFB ANNUAL  

PICTURE SHOW 

Presented by 

BOB PRINCE 
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February 2019 Fly of the Month 
 

OLIVE CADDIS LARVA 
By Warren Johns 

 
thread:  6/0 or 8/0 white or near white and same size in black 
hook:  suitable caddis style hook sizes 12-18 
bead:  black tungsten 
abdomen: white fluorescent floss built up to form a tapered body overlaid with olive or olive-brown micro tubing 
thorax:  black rabbit or antron 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1.  slip on the tungsten bead 
2. tie in the tubing along the hook shank down to the bend 
3. tie in the UV floss at the bend and wind up to the thorax, forming a tapered body 
4. wind the tubing up to the thorax while stretching it to form a ribbed body 
5. tie off white thread and switch to black thread 
6. spin the black dubbing on the thread to complete the thorax 
7. tie off and whip finish 
8. if desired, coat the abdomen with head cement                                                                        

 
Note on hooks:  almost any curved nymph hook will do, but I prefer an Orvis bead head 2xl or curved 3xl nymph hooks.  
Both have straight eyes. 
 
This pattern is meant to imitate some of the free living species of the genus Ryacophila that are ubiquitous in streams 
throughout North America. 
 
This pattern can be fished dead drift either singly, as a double nymph rig, or as a dropper under a dry fly.  I've found it to 
be an effective searching pattern at almost any time of the year. 

 
 

           

"I took up fly tying because it seemed artistic, self-reliant, frugal, and even scientific in a quaint, naturalistic sense.  
 I decided to try and get good at it on general principles--because that's what you're supposed to do--and as my 

flies got a little prettier, I did catch a few more fish.  But I was learning to fly-fish at the same time I was learning to 
tie flies, and a stealthy, accurate cast and a good drift can make more difference than a handsome fly."    

     John Gierach, Good Flies, 2000 



4 
 

         JUST FOR FUN     
 

 Four Husbands      
       

The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had just gotten 
married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked her questions about her life, about what it felt like to be 
marrying again at 80, and then about her new husband's occupation. 
 
"He's a funeral director," she answered. 
"Interesting," the newsman    thought. 
 

He then asked her if she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first three husbands and what they did for 
a living. She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect on all those years. After a short time, a smile 
came to her face and she answered proudly, explaining that she had first married a banker when she was in 
her 20's, then a circus ringmaster when in her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and now – in her 80's - a 
funeral director.  
The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, and asked why she had married four men with such diverse 
careers. 
(Wait for it………) 
She smiled and explained, "I married one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and four to go." 

[Oh, just hush-up and send this one on to   somebody who needs a laugh!!!!!!] 
 

 
WASHINGTON POST NEOLOGISM CONTEST-2018 

 
Once again, The Washington Post has published the winning submissions to its yearly neologism contest, in which 

readers are asked to supply alternative meanings for common words… and the winners are: 

1. Coffee(n.) ,the person upon whom one coughs 

2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you have gained. 

3. Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 

4. Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation while drunk. 

5. Willy-nilly (adj.), impotent. 

6. Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer the door in your nightgown. 

7. Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp. 

8. Gargoyle (n.) gross olive-flavored mouthwash. 

9. Flatulence (n.), emergency vehicle that picks you up after you are run over by a steamroller. 

10. Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding hairline. 

11. Rectitude (n.), the formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists. 

12. Pokémon (n.), a Rastafarian proctologist. 

13. Circumvent (v.), an opening in the front of boxer shorts worn by Jewish men. 

14. Frisbeetarianism (n.) (back by popular demand): the belief that when you die, your Soul flies up onto the roof and 

gets stuck there. 
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It’s About Flies  - Chuck Stranahan © 2018 all rights reserved   

Parachutes 

We all fish parachutes. Parachutes are popular because they work.  

Fly factory sales records have shown the Parachute Adams as the industry’s leading seller year after year. That’s before 
you get to the Purple Haze and other factory-produced parachute patterns.  

The same parachute pattern can be fished over picky trout in a slow-moving flat-water setting, or danced through the 
riffles and pockets of a boulder-strewn canyon.  

We have parachute skwalas, parachute caddisflies, parachute hoppers and parachute ants. But the most popular 
parachutes, I suspect, are the parachute mayflies, or standard parachutes. 

A well-tied standard parachute shows a slender mayfly-like body silhouette to the fish, the body pushed down into the 
surface film to make a depression or dimple that resembles the one made by a natural mayfly: pronounced thorax, 
submerged just so far, tapering into a slender abdomen that ends in a point. The shape you want is more of a slender 
teardrop than a cigar or a sausage.  

The shape and length of the dimple imprints into the trout’s garbanzo-bean-sized brain and acute short memory system 
as a sorting mechanism. The heavier the mayfly hatch, the more they key in on the dimples that resemble each other.  

Many of them recognize that food-form shape when they’re not actively feeding. Parachutes make good searching 
patterns. My favorite parachute patterns works real well when should, and often when it shouldn’t.  

Wing size and shape is an important key to an effective parachute. It should be long enough to show both a reflection on 
the water and silhouette in the air that mimic what the trout will see in a natural. 

Most of the factory parachutes I see have wings that are too short, and/or posted too far forward. A mayfly’s wings 
don’t sprout out of its head. A well-positioned wing, long enough and not too heavy, complements the body shape in 
the most effective parachute flies. 

I lean away from poly powder-puffy fluff ball wings as they don’t have a decent wing silhouette, and I’ve actually seen 
fish turn away from them that later took a slender hair-winged parachute.  

There are times when they’ve seemed to work well enough, in my testing, but a well-tied hair wing always worked 
better. For my tying and fishing, regardless how easy a gallows tool makes the poly wing flies to tie, I’ll go with the fly 
that has a wing that gives me better odds on the stream. 

For the most part, I’ll stick with hair winged parachutes. In smaller sizes, Fluoro Fiber can be trimmed into an accurate 
mayfly wing silhouette. Fluoro-wing parachutes are deadly.  

Finally, you don’t need a whole bunch of hackle to float a parachute. Sparse hackle, if it’s long enough (factory hackle on 
parachutes tends to be too thick and too short) will keep the fly upright and afloat, even in rough water. That’s because 
the entire 180 degree radius of the hackle supports the fly. Too many wraps of hackle don’t help, and they can obscure 
the fly’s silhouette. 

Look for - or tie – parachutes with these characteristics and you’ll catch more fish this season. 
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Log stacking – the Norwegian way 
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AQUATIC INSECT IDENTIFICATION- 

Reprinted with permission from the author- Geoff W. FitzGerald 

AQUATIC INSECTS AS ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS: 
 

 Most aquatic insects are found more often, and in larger numbers, in clean unpolluted waters. 
 Stoneflies, Mayflies and Dragonflies are “Indicators” of clean water. 

o If they aren’t present in places you’ve seen them before, chances are the water or riparian area 
(streamside vegetation) has been polluted by trash, toxic chemicals or similar. 

o No Aquatic Insects = No Fish, Osprey, Eagles, Herons, Mink, Otter, Frogs, Turtles, etc 

o Help Keep our Streams, Rivers and Lakes Clean!!! 

 Trout need cold water, lots of shade from trees, lots of woody debris in water 
 

LIFE CYCLE OF AQUATIC INSECTS: 

Metamorphosis: The change that occurs during development from EGG → ADULT 

 In clean freshwater streams, aquatic insects comprise the majority of benthic macroinvertebrate 
communities or “stream bottom insect” communities. 

 These insects spend 99% of their life in their immature/juvenile form, then emerge as adults and live for 
only a few hours to a few weeks. 

 Most aquatic insects can be divided into 2 Groups: 

 1) Complete: 4 Stages Juvenile insects DO NOT look like the Adult 

EGG →→→→→→ LARVA →→→→→→→→ PUPA →→→→→ ADULT 

Caddis Larva (no case) Caddis Larva (with case) Caddis Pupa Caddis Adult 

    

 2) Incomplete: 3 Stages Juvenile insects DO look like the Adult 

EGG →→→→→→ NYMPH →→→→→→→→→→→→→→ ADULT 

Mayfly Nymph Stonefly Nymph Mayfly Adult Stonefly Adult 

    

MOST COMMON AQUATIC INSECT FAMILIES 

CADDIS FACTS: 

 1,000 species in North America 

 Complete metamorphosis (EGG → LARVA → PUPA → ADULT); 1 generation per year 

 Found in riffles, glides, pools 
 Wings are held roof-like, resembling moths and are poor fliers 
 Eggs hatch in a few days 
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 Larva develop into pupa within a year 
 Gills on abdomen 
 No tails, instead they have “prolegs” with hooks 
 Larvae are scavengers, herbivores and predators (eat other insects) 

o Some are Case Builders using sand, pebbles, grasses, pine needles, bits of wood 

o Some are Free Swimmers that creep over rocks and through the water column 

o Some are Net Builders, they spin silk nets between rocks to catch food 

 Pupa develop into adults in a couple of days 
 Adults can live for about a month 
 Mating takes place on the ground or in vegetation 
 Females lay hundreds of eggs either on the surface or swimming down to the bottom and attaching them 

to rocks 

 Adults emerge from the spring to the fall 

 

STONEFLY FACTS: 

 5,500 species in North America 

 Incomplete metamorphosis (EGG → NYMPH → ADULT) 

 Need highly oxygenated waters; found in riffles 
 Wings (2 pairs) are held flat against their back 
 Very poor at flying, most will run when disturbed 
 Nymphs develop into adults in 2-3 years 
 Gills are located on thorax and the base of the legs 
 Some nymphs feed on algae, leaf litter and animal debris (more cylindrical, salmonfly), but most are 

predators (flat-bodied, skwala) 

 Most nymphs have 2 long “tails” or cerci, whereas Mayfly nymphs have 3 tails 
 Adults live for 2-3 weeks 
 Mating takes place on the ground or in vegetation 
 Female lays eggs in flight, on the surface or crawling below the surface 
 Nymphs crawl out of the water and molt into adults, emerging from early spring to late summer 

 

MAYFLY FACTS: 

550 species in North America 

 Incomplete metamorphosis (EGG → NYMPH → ADULT) 
 Need highly oxygenated waters; primarily found in riffles 
 Adults have large triangular wings that are held vertically, like a sailboat 
 Nymphs feed on tiny plants, algae or insects 
 Nymphs usually have 3 tails, gills on the abdomen and are categorized into 4 types: 

o Swimmers – Round, streamlined body (blue-wing olive, gray drakes) 

o Crawler – Flat, stout body (pale morning dun-PMD, trico, green drakes, hecuba) 

o Clinger – Very flat body, large head (March brown) 

o Burrower – Roundish body (big yellow mayfly), tusks for burrowing 

 Nymphs develop into adults in 1 to 4 years; 1 yr is most common 
 Immature mayflies emerge (the “hatch), molt within seconds with wings, fly to nearby vegetation, then molt 

again 
o Some mayflies will get stuck trying to crawl out of their immature husk – these are called 

“cripples” 
 Adults live 1-2 days 
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 Mating takes place “on the wing” or during flight 

 Adults have 2 or 3 very long fine tails 

 1st stage of adults have smoky colored wings or “dun” 
 The last stage of adults have clear wings or “spinners”; females lay eggs on the water surface then die 
 Most abundant species in our area are Tricos and Baetis (blue-wing olive) 

 

MIDGE FACTS: 

 Several thousand species 

 Complete metamorphosis (EGG → LARVA → PUPA → ADULT) 

 Tiny! 
 Very similar to mosquitoes 
 Larva are worm-like, but very tiny 
 Emerge year-round 
 Mating takes place in swarms, adults often fall to the water together – “clusters” 

 

DRAGONFLY AND DAMSELFLY FACTS: 

 450 species in North America 

 Incomplete metamorphosis (EGG → NYMPH → ADULT) 

 2 pairs of wings move independently, allowing them to fly forward and backward 
 Dragonfly wings are held horizontally to the sides 
 Damselfly wings are held vertically to the back 
 Nymphs are predators of insects, tadpoles and small fish 

 Very skilled predators of mosquitoes 

 

  

Nick Lyons on fishing:  "Your boat leaks.  It rains.  You fall in, freeze, boil, hook yourself, 
hook your partner, lose your equipment, catch the weeds, catch pneumonia, snarl your 

line, get bitten by flies that you can't see, miss the big one, and hear, inevitably, that you 
should have been there yesterday or last week or next month.  If you return alive and 

sane, no one believes a word you tell them; if you stay out too long or too often, you lose 
your family or your job.  If you don't stay out long enough, he who did will taunt you unto 

death that 'they began to bite like mad ten minutes after you left.'"       Nick Lyons,  
Fishing Widows, 1974 
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NEWS, NOTES & PHOTOS 

“On the Clark Fork yesterday and this nice rainbow is one of the fish that came to net.  Phil did the same on a Bitterroot 
drift yesterday, also. 
 

Drifted downstream about a mile; fished some good slow water a number of times, and rowed back.  Shoulders are not 
in summer shape yet.  Temp was 33 when we launched about 1:30 pm and 28 when we returned at 5 pm.  The truck 
heater felt good on the way home”.  Jim K. 

  

 

 

 

“Got my First fish of 2019!   I floated with Local guides Kiynslee Scott and Ricky her boyfriend. We floated Tucker to Bell 

crossing.  The only boat on the river. It was super super cold. Caught around 7 really nice sized rainbows on Pats rubber 

legs.  Most of the trout where 18” up.   Absolutely beautiful day. But super cold!”—Jessica R 

Phil Romans with Bitterroot fish 

Jessica Richardson 

"People say that there is healing in the cast; that standing in the middle of a stream is better than any 
therapy or shrink's office out there.  As fly anglers we know all too well the truth of this statement."   
Becca Powell, ginkandgasoline.com  12/31/18 

 

"Most days I'm a perfectly happy fisherman--it's my mission in life--but now and then I do catch myself 
making old-guy noises about how it is now as opposed to how it once was.  I used to worry about that 
because I dreaded turning into a geezer, but then I thought, What the hell, you might as well embrace what 
comes next because what else can you do?"  John Gierach,  At the Grave of the Unknown Fisherman,  2003 

 

http://ginkandgasoline.com/
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FISH REPORT: Georgetown is HOT!  OK maybe not the 2 degrees yesterday, but the fishing is top notch.  Some of the 
biggest trout of the winter are biting now.  Pictures don't lie.  The guy with the big fish is a former Navy Seal friend from 
Wyoming.  Best depth 11 to 13 feet on last two outings.  Jigs were tiny Ratfinkee jigs with glow green or glow white 
bodies. Or, Rapala Larvae in 1/100th size.  Baited with 2 or 3 maggots. 
 
Usually keep a couple each trip for eating or smoking.  Friend filleted and skinned two and stuffed them with crab meat 
and baked them.  Said they were better than salmon.  If interested in heading that direction, I intend to go again next 
week.  Jim Kalkofen 
 

 
  

 
EFFORT TO TRY TO SAVE THE ATLANTIC SALMON 
 
The Atlantic salmon is known as the King of Fish.  It's not known who first applied that term, but Izaak Walton certainly 
publized it in The Compleat Angler in 1653.  Atlantic Salmon once were native to coastal waters northeast of the Hudson 
River as well as rivers in  Europe and parts of Russia.  Today the Atlantic salmon is in trouble because of commercial 
fishing, dams, pollution and warming ocean waters.  Commercial fishing so decimated Salmon populations that 
commercial fisheries in the United States closed in 1948 and commercial and recreational fishing for wild Atlantic 
salmon is prohibited.  The last wild populations in the U. S. are found in eight rivers in Maine and are listed as an 
endangered species.  The rivers in the Bay of Fundy, where Salmon once were abundant, now are nearly barren of 
Salmon.  In 2017 not a single wild Salmon returned to one of the major rivers in New Brunswick.  Declining populations 
also have been noted elsewhere.  In 2011 Scotland found a significant decline in wild Salmon populations on the west 
coast where commercial Salmon farming exists.  Why is this important?  Atlantic Salmon are considered an indicator 
species or "a canary in the coal mine." 
 
Improvements in water quality and stocking after 1948 caused some recovery, and the population of wild fish in Maine 
reached about 5,000 in 1985, but numbers dropped dramatically after 1985, and annual returns to rivers in the United 
States now number about 1,000.  Blame for this is placed on dams, fishing off the coast of Greenland, and oceanic 
changes that also effect cod, Bluefin Tuna, seabirds and mammals. 
 
In May 2018 the Atlantic Salmon Federation and North Atlantic Salmon signed twelve year agreements with commercial 
fisherman in Greenland and the Faroe Islands (a self-governing country within the Kingdom of Denmark located north-
northwest of Scotland) to protect fish from commercial nets.  The coastal waters of Greenland and the Faroe Islands 
have been identified as critical feeding grounds for large fish from over 2,000 rivers in North America and northern 
Europe.  According to the agreements, commercial fishing will cease, and the Atlantic Salmon Federation and North 
Atlantic Salmon Fund, both privately funded organizations, will support alternative economic development in Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands. 



12 
 

                                                                 
 

Bitter Root Water Forum: Bringing the Community together for Clean Abundant 

Water | www.brwaterforum.org | (406)375-2272 

                 

 
International Fly Fishing Film Festival 

Sunday, February 17th 11am at the Pharoplex Cinema 

Join the Bitter Root Water Forum for the 2019 International Fly Fishing Film Festival Sunday, February 17th.  The festival 
will showcase films produced by professional filmmakers from all corners of the globe, highlighting the passion, lifestyle 
and culture of fly fishing.  Bring your fishiest friends to this must see experience at the Pharoplex Cinema at 11am, doors 
open at 10:30.  Tickets will be available at the Bitter Root Water Forum office and Freestone Fly Shop.  They are $13 in 
advance and $15 at the door.  Enjoy door prizes and enter a raffle to win a float trip for two with Eddie Olwell of Fishs 
Eddy O Outfitters. 

Reels N’ Brews Event 

Sunday, February 17th 1pm - 7pm at Bitter Root Brewery 

After the International Fly Fishing Film Festival join the Bitter Root Water Forum for a beer at Bitter Root Brewing from 
1pm-7pm where a portion of every brew sold benefits their work to bring the community together to protect, enhance, 
and restore the Bitterroot watershed. Bid at the silent auction from 2-6pm, enjoy door prizes, and enter a raffle to win a 
float trip for two with Eddie Olwell of Fishs Eddy O Outfitters. 

"I have fished all my life, but during my twilight years I guess I fly fish for the solitude of the outdoors environment; 
challenge given by the fish and stream environment; and the comradery among like minded people." 
John Campbell, Trout Unlimited Online Community, 1/17/19 

 

 

 

Jeff Gray will soon have the "Ketchum Release" tool at a 

nice discount for our FFB club members.  

Phil Romans will notify us when they are available. 
Please consider using this tool so that you rarely have to 
handle any fish.  
If you have any question regarding how to use it, contact 
Phil at 361-1516. 
Thanks, Phil 
 

http://www.brwaterforum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/220826308809708/
https://www.facebook.com/events/220826308809708/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2047093778710901/
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FEBRUARY raffle  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CURRENT BOARD RAFFLE:     Photograph of the Teton Range with horses in the foreground. 
 

   
Jessica Haydahl Richardson, one of our newest members, has generously donated two of her photographs to 
the club to be used in the raffle to generate funds for our club’s activities. Jessica is a professional 
photographer by career and these are beautiful representations of her work. Each one is a 20” x40” canvas 
wrap—you can hang them as is, or frame them if you wish. 
They will be handled as raffle boards, so only 100 tickets will be available for sale.     Ticket costs:  $2.00 each 
(Can’t make the meeting?—Call Phil Romans & let him know you want to buy some tickets!—363-0744) 
 

Basket of the month: Condiment Basket 

 
 

 

RAFFLE TICKETS ARE!  6/$5; 13/$10; 30/$20 
Hey everyone--  the club’s supply of flies for the raffle could use some help! We have 
relied heavily on Greg Chester as a source of flies, but it is time you other fly tiers start 

thinking of contributing…. Don’t tie?--- there is plenty of other things…-- get creative, or 
you can ask what we need….  I plan to try & do a basket each month with a different 

theme…. 
 

 

This basket highlights the awesome Willow Creek Mustard 
Company’s jar of mustard- compliments of Jay & Donna Haglund. 
 I paired it with some of my sweet relish & bread & butter pickles; 

threw in some cheese, crackers and salami, and topped it off with a 
bottle of wine & some chocolate (of course!) 

Put on the apron (donated by Sally Roberts) and have at it! 
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THE WAY IT WAS…… George LaBranche 

George LaBranche was a fly fisherman, naturalist and conservationist.  He is credited with creating the Pink Lady and 

following the death of Theodore Gordon, was the leading American advocate for using the dry fly.  He was the first to 

advocate using the dry fly to fish fast water and the first to promote the use of dry flies while fishing for salmon.  Some 

say that he was the first to cast a dry fly in America.  His first book, The Dry Fly in Fast Water, from which this excerpt is 

taken, was written in response to the rapid decline of the native brook trout, due largely to deforestation, and the 

introduction of brown trout in American waters.   LaBranche was a noted caster and advocated use of the bounce cast.  

He was considered a pioneer in the study of rise forms and promoted the concept of "creating a hatch."  His books have 

been reprinted several times and are available through the libraries in the valley. 

“While I was engaged with this fish another rose in practically the same spot under the apron of the dam.  Hurriedly 

replacing the bedraggled fly with a new one, I waited for the trout to show himself, which he did presently, and again I 

was fast- this time in to one of the best fish I have ever seen in these waters.   It seemed an interminable length of time, 

though probably not more than ten minutes, that I was engaged with this one, and it was impossible to move him; he 

kept alternately boring in toward the dam and sulking.  In one of the latter fits I urged him toward me somewhat too 

strongly, and he was off.  Immediately I was afforded a sight of what I had lost as he leaped clear of the water in an 

evident endeavor to dislodge the thing that had fastened to his jaw. The smash made as he struck the water still 

resounds in my ear, and when I say that this fish would have bone close to five pounds I but exercise the right to that 

license accorded all anglers to attempt to describe the size of the big ones that get away.  Having one good fish in my 

creel, however, I really had some basis for my calculation- at any rate; he was one of the best fish I have ever risen. 

Examining my leader, I found it had not broken, but the telltale curl at the end proved that, in the fast-gathering gloom, I 

had been careless in knotting on the fly.” George LaBranche, The Dry Fly in Fast Water,   1914 
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2019 OUTINGS & EVENTS 
 
2019 BRTU Bitterroot Buggers Schedule        Tuesday PMs- contact: Jeremy Anderson  

  mtwildtrout1@gmail.com Joe Byrne  byrnej@hsd3.org  or Greg Chester  gchester55@aol.com 

 Feb 19   bagging night                   Feb 26 is  orientation night 

 Mar 5,12,19 & 26 fly tying 

 April 2  fly tying 

 April 9  casting & knots 

 TBN  Picnic & fishing day- Stock Farm 
 

April 29-May 2nd, 2019  Missouri Outing   
The FFB has planned their annual outing to the Missouri River for April 29-May 2nd. Many rent Guides for all, or part of 
their outing, or reserve one of the "Veteran" drift boats graciously provided by Headhunters. The Fly Shop also has 
reduced guide rates in April.    "pot-luck" night either Wed or Thurs night (still working on this detail….)   Contact Ed 
Gannon [edandck@gmail.com]   
 
MAY 2019—Adult Fly Fishing Clinic- We partner with BRTU. Wednesday 6-8:30 PM.   Each May, on the first four 
consecutive Wednesday evenings, the Club, in conjunction with the Bitterroot chapter of Trout Unlimited, puts on a fly 
fishing clinic for men and women ages 16 and up. This Clinic is for beginner and intermediate fly fishers and a wonderful 
source of information and hands on learning about casting, stream entomology and fly tying. 

Late May  Brown’s Lake- depends on ice-out, prevailing winds, hurricanes, tornados, etc 
 

June 2nd 2019    Special Needs Day:  
This is an annual event for us, originally organized by long time club member Leon Powell. We host about twenty special 
needs folks at a private, stocked pond. We try to ensure each catches a fish and then we feed them lunch. We need a 
good turn out by members because it really takes about a one-to-one relationship to help these folks.  Contact Estelle 
Shuttleworth if you are willing to help. [je@shuttleworthje.com] 
 

June 5- 9, 2019 Noxon Reservoir 
 This is a new outing for the club. Follow the FFB notice for details. “Headquarters” will be Trout Creek Motel & RV Park.  
Contact them for reservations. Contact Ed Gannon [edandck@gmail.com] if you plan on coming, or follow the “chatter” 
on the FFB notice communication line. "pot-luck" night Saturday the 8th.  
 

July 10-14th   Georgetown lake 
 “Headquarters” will be in LODGEPOLE Campground. The facility has 69 sites that are all first-come, first-served, with 
the exception of one loop that can be reserved in advance during the summer season. {no electricity though}. It is 
available for RV or tent camping and is boater-friendly with paved roads and a boat ramp. Spaces can be reserved on 
Recreation.gov. Pot Luck dinner Saturday the 14th.  
 

August 18th  Annual Picnic—Hannon House- Steve Lilburn’s place 
 

Sept 10-14th   Hebgen Lake 
“Headquarters- Electric loop C” at Rainbow Point campground on Hebgen Lake, spaces can be reserved on 
Recreation.gov.... there are more than 10 hotels and lodges, within 10 miles of the Lake, and numerous other B&B sites.  
They include Best Western, Days Inn, the Madison Hotel, Stagecoach Lodge, Crosswinds, Moose Creek, Travelers, Kelly 
Inn, and the White Buffalo. We will have a "pot-luck" night Saturday the 14th, and warm campfires to tell lies at.....  

“There are three kinds of men. The ones that learn by reading. The few who learn by observation.  

The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence for themselves.”- Will Rogers 

mailto:mtwildtrout1@gmail.com
mailto:byrnej@hsd3.org
mailto:gchester55@aol.com
mailto:edandck@gmail.com]if
mailto:edandck@gmail.com]if
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           2019 schedule 
Feb 5th 2019  club meeting 
Feb 11th 2019  Board meeting 
March 5th  club meeting 
March 11th  Board meeting 
April 2nd  club meeting 
April 8th    Board meeting 
April 29-May2   Missouri Outing  
May   Adult Fly Fishing Clinic 

May 7th   club meeting 
May 13th    Board meeting 
Late May  Browns Lake 
June 2nd   Special Needs Day 
June 4th   club meeting 
June 5-9  Noxon Reservoir outing 
June 10th  Board meeting 
July 10-14th   Georgetown lake 
August 18th  Annual Picnic 
Sept 10-15th   Hebgen Lake  
Oct 1st   1st fall club meeting 
Oct 7th    Board meeting 
Nov 5th   club meeting 
Nov 11th   Board Meeting 
Dec 3rd    ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS 

Dec 9th    Board meeting 
 

2019 Board of Directors 

Bill Bean- President billbean.bean75@gmail.com 
Estelle Shuttleworth-Past Pres  je@shuttleworthje.com 
Pierre Satkowiak-Secretary  psatkowiak@gmail.com 
Ken Quinn-Treasurer 
Leon Powell- Roster eleonfish@gmail.com 
Gary Kosaka-WebMaster- hikemastergk@gmail.com  
Phil Romans-promans@aol.com 
Greg Chester- gchester55@aol.com 
Ed Gannon- edandck@gmail.com 
Dick Ellis- ellis_r@fortlewis.edu 
Warren Johns- Ichthyologist55@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Address: 
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 

PO BOX 692 
Victor, MT  59875 

 

Name tags and lanyards are ready and are 
at the check in table. If you need a name 

tag please contact Estelle at 
je@shuttleworthje.com 

 

  
 

The club’s membership period is 
January 1st to December 31st  

of each year. 
 

Individual:  $ 25.00 
Family:  $35.00 

A Family is 2 people in a domestic 
relationship and their children under 

18 years of age. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:billbean.bean75@gmail.com
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