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February 2018 Newsletter                 

Tuesday, February 6  Social Hour 5:30 pm Meeting starts at 6:30 pm 

      BJ’s Restaurant- Hamilton 

President’s message 

  

“Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a nonprofit club dedicated 

to sharing our passion for fly fishing  

by promoting fellowship, education and  

stewardship of our fishing resources.” 

Greetings everyone! 

As February approaches, I think we all are ready for a change in the weather. I have to say though that it 

has been a much easier winter this year- at least for us here in the Bitterroot Valley. Snow still blankets 

the ground, but most of the ice is off the edges of the main stem and I have seen people out fishing. I’m 

not up to winter fishing- don’t like being cold- but it won’t be long before it is Spring. The club’s first 

outing is just around the corner- The Missouri River Outing April 24-27. More information on this and 

other events can be found further into this newsletter. 

Currently I have processed 62 membership renewal forms-this represents over 100 members. For those 

who paid via PayPal off the website- thanks! - but I still need your application. We are verifying 

information and more important to me is the internal roster and your opinions on the survey. So, if you 

don’t care about the internal roster nor have any opinion on where the club goes or does, well then, I 

guess you don’t need to bother with the application! My job as your President is to learn what the 

membership considers important and then try & build a consensus- not easy if I don’t have the input. 

Every opinion matters to me- help me hit 100% on the applications being sent. There- I will now get off my 

soap box----likely to reappear at other places however! 

To me an organization’s longevity & vitality, whether a nation or a small club, depends on the 

commitment and contributions of its membership……….. 

Fine Lines: : Fly fishing is a healthy antisocial sport, and many of us have an emotional investment in being 

misunderstood because it makes us feel strange and brilliant, like Van Gogh” – John Gierach 

 

Tight Lines,  

Estelle 
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2018 FEBRUARY PROGRAM 

                                                                           

     Come one, come all, come early to be sure that you get a seat for the world famous  FFB slide show, 

organized and orchestrated by Bob Prince, teacher, musician, guide and former FFB president.  Here is a 

chance to see friends and colleagues fishing and perhaps even catching fish.  Photos will be augmented by an 

often witty, sometimes hilarious commentary.  Come see the membership in action.   

Recap of January meeting 

The January program featured Heather Barber, executive director of the Bitter Root Water Forum.  This lively 

and spirited program focused on the 2017 accomplishments of the Forum and included many compliments to 

FFB members for their participation in Water Forum field work and for financial support.  Numerous FFB 

members participated in the annual river cleanup, which was initially begun by our own Phil and Dorreen 

Romans.  Other notable activities were the restoration of abandoned roads in the national forest, planting of 

trees on the East Fork above Sula and removal of a Ford Mustang from the West Fork.  Congratulations to the 

Bitter Root Water Forum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER:  

ONE OF OUR OWN –  

BOB PRINCE 

 

TOPIC:  

BOB’S FAMOUS SLIDE SHOW 

 

Upcoming Programs 

March 13, 2018 -  Tony Reinhart:  Float Fishing Strategies 

 
April 10, 2018 – O. Alan Weltzein: A River Runs Through It 

 
May 2018  Fred Telleen from North 40 outfitters : Fishing the Kenai 

 
June 2018  Denny Westover- Lake fishing 
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Fly of the Month- February 2018 
By  

Jay Melzer 

 
Yes it’s almost that time again. As winter ends and hope springs eternal, anglers once again envision themselves on the 
Bitterroot River tight to a feisty Cutthroat, Brown or Rainbow. Such is the folly of all anglers. We are more likely to be 
rewarded for our efforts with snow, sleet and rain and no sight of the elusive Skwala.  
 
The Skwala stonefly is named after the sound an angler makes choking on a mouth full of wind-driven snow. Starting 
sometime in March (when water temps reach the 42º mark) the Skwalas, like many stonefly nymphs, crawl to the 
shallows and onto the river bank to split out of their shucks and become adults. After mating, the female flies or crawls 
on to the surface of the river to deposit her eggs and coincidentally feed the hungry fish.  

Gravid Skwala female - note the large egg sack (and the frozen angler in back) 

 
How to tie the Skwala dry fly. 

 
 Thread  Brown 6/0 or 70 Diener UTC 
 Hook:  Size 8 or 10 Dai-Riki 280, 2X long “Hopper Hook” or equivalent. 
 Egg sack Black crystal flash. 
 Abdomen Peacock Herl or MFC Skwala Olive UV dubbing. 
 Foam  2mm Brown Cross-Link Foam and 1mm Orange 
 Wing  Tan (or white) Widows Web or similar poly wing material. 
 Legs  Black, brown or brown and orange Silicone or Rubber legs. 
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Pinch the barb on the hook and place it in your vice. 
Start the thread an eye length behind the eye and wind to where the barb was, return the thread to about the midpoint 
of the hook shank. 
Tie in eight strands of Black Chrystal Flash and bring the thread back to the barb. 
Trim the Flash a little longer than the bend of the hook. 
Tie in four or five strands of peacock or dubbing and wind the body all the way to the eye. 
Cut a strip of the brown foam about an eighth of an inch wide and several inches long.  
Round off the end of the foam strip with scissors or a body cutter and lay it along the top of the hook, ending just short 
of the hook bend and tie it in at the head.  
Bring the thread over the foam to a point forward of the midpoint of the hook shank and wrap again snuggly (see photo 
for position) being careful to keep the foam on the top of the hook shank.  
Clip a small bunch of wing material about an inch long and tie in at its middle - fold over and secure.  
Trim the wing slightly longer than the egg sack.  
Fold the foam over to form the head and tie down securely.  
Cut a strip of orange foam slightly narrower than the brown and add above the head.  
Trim both pieces so they are about even with the hook point. 
Tie in the legs and trim to size. 
Whip finish where the thread is and NOT AT THE HEAD. Add lacquer on the whip finish and check to ensure all the foam 
is centered on top of the hook. 
 
Remember stay warm and safe.  
 
 
 

SKWALA!!!! 

By Ed Gannon 

 

“Hey fellow FFBers, as we mire in the depths of a Montana Winter, take heart in the fact that we are only about 60 days 

out from the mystical Skwala hatch on our river! I say mystical, because sometimes you see it……sometimes you don’t! 

Regardless of when it happens, it’s the unofficial start of the fly fishing season on the Bitterroot River, and a harbinger of 

Spring. These big, meaty chunks of protein are the trout’s first major meal of the year, and some days, all it takes is a 

little sunshine to get them going. On other days, you might see more boats than bugs, because fanatics descend on us 

from all over the world. 

But don’t neglect underneath the surface, because the Trout may be feasting on the big nymphs as well. Be advised 

however, that you would be better off spinning a Roulette wheel, than betting on a particular day of glory. The Skwala 

hatch will progress upstream, day by day, for as long as 6 weeks, but don’t ignore the other hatches going on. March 

Browns might be just as hot, if not hotter as well, plus the other Bitterroot “staples”. In any event, ”beware the Ides of 

March”, and  dust off the rods and waders, because longer days, and better fishing is almost upon us! 
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FFB - NOTICE 

• What is FFB-Notice? 

– FFB-Notice is a forum for club members to communicate with the entire group via individual emails.  

– members can post a message to a single email address, yet reach all group participants.  

– Active FFB membership is required to participate.  

– Members may opt-out of the group by contacting the group administrator. If you op-out, you will not 

receive the newsletter. 

• How do I sign up for the group? 

– Membership in the group will be offered upon payment of current dues. 
– Each person will receive an invitation to the group and must accept before they can receive or send 

messages. Invitations expire in one week. 
– The group's name, description, and address will automatically be included in the email. 
– The email address , ffb-notice@googlegroups.com, should be added to your address book or contacts 

list to ensure that the group emails do not end up in the trash or spam folder. 
• What do I have to do if I already get the emails but am unable to send messages to the group? 

– Contact Leon, the group administrator at  eleonfish@gmail.com  

• What happens if my membership Lapses?  

– Once it is determined that your membership is not current, you will be removed from the group. 

• What happens when I become a member in good standing again? 

– The process begins again with a new invitation to join the group. 

• We have a family membership. Who will receive the group emails? 

– If family members use the same email address only one email will be sent.  

– If family members have separate email addresses each is eligible to be included in the group under their 

own name. 

– To use: in address area, start typing FFB_Notice  & it should come up immediately. Write what you plan 

to then send! 

–  when you receive an email from FFB_Notice,  and you want to respond, you will see on the bottom :  

click here to reply, reply all or Forward. If you click on reply, it goes only to the sender; click on reply to 

all & it goes to everyone in the group. See- easy! Any questions? Contact Leon or your president.  
 

              
 

                                                                                   
Granddaughter Ila, 5, with her 
personal best fish ever. Fishing 
with grandpa Jim Kalkofen.  

This fly, tied by Ken Quinn, has 

worked great on those days 

warm enough to go fishing in 

the lower river, Victor and 

below. 

 

mailto:ffb-notice@googlegroups.com
mailto:eleonfish@gmail.com
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The Custom Graphite Fly Rod 

Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 

The Art of Tying the Dry Fly 

Tying Foam Flies 

The Art of Tying the Nymph  

Morris and Chan on Fly Fishing Trout 
Lakes with Brian Chan 

Concise Handbook of Fly Tying 

Fly Fishers Guide to Western Hatches 

Morris on Tying Flies 

With Carol Ann Morris - Trout Flies for Rivers, 
Top 12 Nymphs for Trout Streams and 

Survival guide for Beginning Fly Anglers 

The Art of Tying the Bass Fly with Richard 
Bunse 

Seasons for Trout  and Tactics for Trout 
with Rick Hefele & Dave Hughes 

Fly Fishing Trout Rivers 

The Salmonfly: Guide to the Dream hatch 
of the West 

 
 

A Skip Morris workshop - Learn from the Best 

Fly Fishing Lakes for Trout 

   Saturday June 23, 2018  Bitterroot River Inn Hamilton, MT   

9 AM start. 

Trout lakes are a wonderful resource particularly when the 

rivers are high.  The Bitterroot Valley provides access to many 

wonderful lakes including the famous Georgetown Lake.   

Effectively fishing lakes depends on: knowledge of hatches, the 

techniques, sinking and floating lines, rigging and much more.  

Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is presenting an all-day trout lake 

workshop in two sessions.  The morning is a 3-hour 

presentation by Skip Morris showing the techniques and 

featuring his favorite flies.  Skip will also include a special 

presentation on how to make the most of the dry-damsel 

action on Georgetown Lake. The afternoon is a 3-hour fly tying 

session featuring the flies he mentioned in the morning 

session.  The afternoon is limited to the first 20 to sign up. 

Skip Morris, author and speaker is co-author of Fly Fishing 

Trout Lakes with Morris and Chen, Fly Tying Made Clear and 

Simple, Western River Hatches, and 15 other fly tying and 

fishing books.  

Morning session    $35          Maximum number is 60  

Afternoon Tying session $35     limited to the first 20 to sign up.  

Bring your own tools, vice and materials. 

Registration form will be available at the club meetings or can 

be downloaded off our website: 

 

flyfishersofthebitterroot.org  
 

"The two-week fishing trip to Montana was my high school graduation gift, and it really began when I stood on 
a broad gravel bar of the sadly shrunken Bitterroot River in late summer.  The river is legally protected now 
from such abuse, but back then the draw of agricultural water turned this fine, big river into no more than a 
modest creek separating two wide strips of sun baked stone and cobble.  Still...there were trout." 
Skip Morris, Rick Hafele and Dave Hughes, Seasons for Trout 
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The Way it Was…….. 

On June 17, 1876, General George Crook engaged the Sioux and Northern Cheyenne on Rosebud Creek near the current 

Montana-Wyoming border.  After the battle, in which his Shoshone and Crow allies played a major part, Crook withdrew 

south to the valley of the Tongue River near present Sheridan, Wyoming.  He remained in the vicinity of Tongue River and 

Goose Creek for seven weeks, recuperating and waiting for reinforcements.  We know a lot about that seven week period 

because of the diary of Crook's aide, John Gregory Bourke.  Bourke received the Medal of Honor as an enlisted man 

during the Civil War, after which he graduated from West Point.  He served with Crook in the Sioux and Apache 

campaigns and wrote several important books on the latter subject and also became a major ethnographer with books 

on the Hopi Snake Dance and on Apache medicine men.  What follows is taken from Bourke's diary while the command 

rested by the Tongue River and Goose Creek and hunted and fished in the area. 

 On June 24 he recorded that they dined on trout. Lieut. Lemly caught twenty and Maj. Noyes forty.  On June 

25: “Colonel Mills brought in this afternoon one hundred trout caught by himself and assistants. Other parties 

were equally successful.” 

On June 28:  "It is estimated that fully 500 trout have been brought into camp to-day. Colonel Mills and squad 

caught one hundred and forty-six. The HdQrs. Twenty, and nearly all who persistently tried their luck were 

rewarded with from fifteen to fifty apiece.” 

On July 1  they were on Goose Creek, tributary of the Tongue.  On July 5 Bourke recorded,  “Trout fishing 

retains its place in the good opinions of the majority: our command boasts of very accomplished fisherman 

whose hauls are something unusual. Gen'l Crook has caught seventy in one day and expresses his 

determination to make the number an even hundred. Lieut. Bugg brought in eighty on July 4th....  Each bank of 

the stream has its enthusiastic amateurs, nestling in the shade of some overhanging tree, armed with a rod cut 

out from the limb of a willow sapling. For bait, grasshoppers and flies are esteemed most highly. The places 

most frequented by the game are the dark, cool pools under the shadow of a rock and in the swirl below a 

rapid. Those fishermen who are willing to be more venturesome and wade about in the thread of the current 

are rewarded by the most liberal returns....   Since we came on this branch, some three weeks since, not less 

than three thousand trout have been cooked and eaten....”   He wrote that 3,000 was his estimate “but the 

general calculation is very much higher and placed the total catch at an average of 400 a day for twenty-one 

days fishing." 

The Diaries of John Gregory Bourke (ed. By Charles Robinson), vol. 1 
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Icy guides—(not  to be confused with the type that talk……….) 
 
According to scuttlebutt, a number of locals, including club members, have floated the river during the last several 
weeks and have had some success catching fish.  Winter fishing can be difficult, and wise fly fishers always go with a 
partner.  This winter has been unusually warm with nighttime temperatures usually in the 20's, but a normal problem 
facing winter fishing is ice on the guides.  I well remember iced guides when I was younger when I fished the Chama and 
San Juan in New Mexico.  I also remember days when it was necessary to be in the river to warm up one's feet, and I also 
remember a winter day on the San Juan, a typical New Mexico sunny day in early February, when I realized that the 44 
degree water coming from Navajo Dam had caused a mild case of hypothermia.  I think that I am a little wiser now as I 
really feel the cold in my hands--the result of a near case of frostbite due to 50 below zero temperatures.  As a result, my 
general guideline is to wait until temperatures reach the 40s before heading for the river--well maybe 38 degrees if 
there is no wind--but I never go alone. 
 
As many club members also fish during the winter, I perused the internet for methods to deal with a typical winter 
fishing problem--ice on the guides.  While there is no consensus, here is a summary of available opinions:   
 
     -Stanley's Ice Off Paste from Loon Outdoors (about $7.50).  The company says that it is safe for both rods and lines. 
 
     -ChapStick and other lip balm.  Many folks recommend this. 
 
     -Pam Cooking spray and comparable store brands; one must dry the guides before reapplying in the field. 
 
     -Albolene, Gink and Aquel.  Albolene is a face cream that is available in drug stores and is fairly cheap.  Dave Brown 
Outfitters in Fernie, British Columbia uses Albolene as a dry fly floatant. 
 
     -Vaseline 
 
     -WD-40.  However, some say that it damages fly lines. 
 
     -stick the rod in the water;  high stick to keep the line off the water;  shake the water off the line while false casting. 
 
     -don't pick the ice off the guides as that may break the guides 
 
While the above are recommended on various websites and blogs, it also is fair to say that the most common suggestion 
is that none of the above really work.  So good luck.  Wait until temperatures reach 40, or maybe 38 or 36 if you haven't 
been on the river for a while.  Be sure to fish with a partner and be sure to dress well and use hand warmers as needed. 
 

Carry on…. Dick Ellis 
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INTERNAL CLUB  ROSTER 

The deadline to be in the roster (or get it) is fast approaching. I plan on having it ready by March 1st. 

Remember, to get it you have to have given me permission. To give permission, you have to fill out the club’s 

Membership application form & mark YES: I want to be on the Roster. Very simple. You can get the renewal 

form from this newsletter, the website or at the club meeting. 

 

The way it will be… (means something is changing…….) 

March meeting will be on the SECOND Tuesday of the month at the ELKS- March 13,2018 

April meeting will be on the SECOND Tuesday of the month – April 10,2018 

Are yee all following the drift………?    

 

Quotable Quotes 

"But to a great number of people, when they fall to thinking of rivers--which is one of our devices for enumerating the 
days that have mattered--this loitering of waters where the  trout assemble must symbolize their river, their own 
especial river.  For when you think of rivers, there is one river that runs before all.  And that sort of spell was cast, long 
ago, when the river carved its channel, at French eddy." 
Ben Hur Lampman, A Leaf From French Eddy 
 
Writing about the Red Quill spinner fall in northern Colorado:  "No, I don't know which specific bugs are involved and, at 
the risk of insulting the entomologists, I'm not sure how much it would matter if I did.  When the fall comes off, you fish 
the Red Quill or Rusty Spinner patterns in the appropriate size.  When it doesn't come off, knowing the Latin name of 
the insect that is mysteriously absent lets you piss and moan in a dead language, but otherwise doesn't help much." 
John Gierach, Sex, Death, and Fly-Fishing 
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Quotable Quotes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just for fun 

  

DUES FOR 2018 ARE, well, DUE and will soon be past due! 

Club dues run January 1- December 31st. 

You can pay at the meetings, or via our website or mail a check in. We will be 

updating information this year on everyone. Therefore we are asking 

EVERYONE to fill out the new form & survey. 

Individual- $25.00                 Family-$35.00  

 (defined as a domestic relationship or a single parent with children under the age of 18) 

 

                                        

FFB embroidered patches are in! They are available at the monthly meetings at the check in desk. Cost is 

1-$4.00 ; 3 for $10.00; 7 for $20.00. 

Also available : I can mail them to you—add $2.00 for Postage & handling to each of  above prices. How 

this works: notify me you want patches- you can then mail a check to our PO Box or go to our website & 

pay via PayPal. Once payment is received, I will send you your patches.   Contact: Estelle at 

je@shuttleworthje.com 

DECALS & PATCHES 
Decals are 5 for $1.00 
available at the club 

meetings 
 

KETCHUM RELEASE: reduces fish mortality by removing flies 

without handling the fish. 

 Available at: FREESTONE FLY SHOP TO FFB CLUB MEMBERS 

AT A REDUCED PRICE of $15.00. they come in 3 sizes- S-M-L. 

Large best for most flies. 

Maybe it is time for the conversation? 
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2018 CLUB OUTINGS & EVENTS 

Missouri River Trip – April 24-27, 2018 

The FFB has planned their annual outing to the Missouri River for April 24-27th. Activities will be centered around the 
Headhunters Fly shop in Craig, Montana. Club members either bring RV's or rent one of the limited cabins available to 
take advantage of this exciting fishery.  Many rent Guides for all, or part of their outing, or reserve one of the "Veteran" 
drift boats graciously provided by Headhunters. The Fly Shop also has reduced guide rates at this time as well.  

For those of you who plan to take an RV to the outing, the RV spots at Headhunters have been replaced by cabins. But 
the FFBers will be gathering at the Wegner Creek RV park, less than a mile away across the bridge from Craig. 

Even without a boat, the Missouri around Craig has some excellent bank/wade fishing opportunities, especially towards 
evening. Nymph-fishing is the center piece of the action, but if a hatch comes off, the dry-fly fishing is wonderful. And, 
with big Browns all along this section of "the Mo", stripping a Streamer can lead to" the fish of the year"..! 

Club members gather every evening for pot-luck food and beverages and at least one group dinner at Izaaks restaurant 
right next to the Fly shop. After a long Winter...consider joining other FFB members for the first outing of the year and 
hopefully some memorable fishing, on the "Big Mo"!!     

BROWN'S LAKE – possibly the end of April, or early May               

As Spring approaches, many FFB members begin to turn their attention to the "Ice-out" event at Browns Lake.. Is this 
any place for a self-respecting Fly Fisherman? It is, if you want to try for Arlee and Kamloops Rainbows up to 10- 
pounds!!  The lake fishes best in early in the year, especially the first month after ice-out. 

At around 500 acres, it is perfect for pontoons, float tubes, and other small boats. Club members have organized 
impromptu trips on short notice, to an undeveloped campground near the boat launch.  There are no reservations, but 
plenty of room, and a public rest room near the launch. The timing depends on nature, but if you have an interest, stay 
tuned at the monthly meeting, or the FFB   web site. Perhaps you can join up with someone, or a group, to hook up with 
other members for an early Spring "Hog-fest".....! 

Skip Morris Workshop – Saturday June 23, 2018 

Special Needs Day Sunday, June 24, 2018 

Georgetown Lake – July 12-15, 2018 

Perhaps the highlight of the FFB outings, is the annual Georgetown Lake trip, somewhere around the middle of July. 

Georgetown is a high (6,000 ft), shallow, weedy lake of 3,000 acres, which supports incredible trout numbers. Primarily a 

Rainbow trout lake, there are also good numbers of Brookies and Kokanee present. Trout up to 15 pounds have been 

reported, with a good number of 20-plus inches, 4 pound Rainbows not uncommon! 

Our club trip has evolved into a multi-day campout, with almost 3 dozen attendees last year!  Although day trippers 

were also common, it's much more fun to come and stay, sharing the day's fishing with fellow FFBers around a campfire 

Annual Picnic Sunday, August 19, 2018 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

 

A news item 
"A harrowing report" by the University of California Davis and California Trout predicts that some 75% of California's 31 
salmon, steelhead and trout species will probably become extinct within the next 100 years.  The study is entitled "State 
of the Salmonids II:  Fish in Hot Water."  A summary of key findings can be found at caltrout.org/sos/ and the full study is 
available at watershed.ucdavis.edu.  Climate change and five years of drought were identified as main factors in the 
decline of wild salmonid populations. 
 
Those identified as at critical risk of extinction are Klamath and Trinity River spring run  Chinook, central California Coho, 
Sacramento River winter run Chinook, Southern California Steelhead, Kern River rainbows, and McCloud River redband 
trout.  Commercial and sport ocean salmon fishing on much of the north coast of California, including the Klamath and 
Trinity rivers is closed this season.  In addition, CBC News of Canada reports that the "dismal" return of Steelhead in the 
Fraser River system caused an emergency assessment of the species.  It was reported that only 145 Steelhead returned 
to the Thompson River and 45 returned to the Chilcotin River.  British Columbia's fisheries manager says they are 
"extremely close to being gone forever." 

 
BRTU meetings for spring 2018. Here are the specifics. 

The public is welcome to attend all Bitterroot TU meetings. All meetings are the third Thursday evening of the month, 

at 7:00 PM at the Hamilton Elks Club, located at 203 State St. in Hamilton. A tentative schedule (subject to change) is: 

 February 15, 2018 - Jed Whiteley. Clark Fork Coalition, Missoula MT, "Forging links in the Clark Fork drainage." 

 March 15, 2018 - Brant Oswald, Livingston, Montana, "How to read water like an osprey." 

 April 19, 2018- Brendan Brannigan, Grizzly Hackle, Missoula, MT, "The worst kept secrets of our home waters." 

Dear fellow FFB members, 

It is with great sadness that I let you know of the passing of Earl Little. He lost a hard fight to cancer. 

Earl was not active in the club in recent years but was one of the early members. He was an avid fisherman and 

an excellent fly tyer. There will be a memorial service in early February to allow friends and relatives to travel in 

from Wisconsin and other locals. 

                     Jim Cline 

Jim, 
Thanks for letting us know of Earl's passing. He will be sorely missed in many ways. He volunteered many hours 
in the Buggers program, always with a humorous story and dedication to the kids. I fished with him on several 
occasions and admired his consistent sense of purpose regarding conserving and protecting the waters of the 
Bitterroot. He also played a key part in establishing and maintaining the public fly tying desk at the Darby 
Library. I'm sure many of us have great Earl stories with which to carry us forward. 
Very sad indeed   

Greg Chester 

 

http://caltrout.org/sos/
http://watershed.ucdavis.edu/
https://maps.google.com/?q=203+State+St&entry=gmail&source=g
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Just for fun………… 

"A fool that knows he is a fool, is one that knows he don't know all about anything.  But the fool that don't know he is a 
fool, is the one that thinks he knows all about anything."    Will Rogers 
 
A North Dakota airliner came in for a landing at Billings, Montana.  As it approached the runway, the pilot got scared and 
feared that he would not make it, so as soon as the plane touched down, he reversed the thrust on the engines and 
jammed on the breaks, bringing the plane to a rather abrupt halt.  "Whew," he gasped to the copilot, who was picking 
up his hat.  "That was close.  I wasn't sure if we were going to make it.  That is the shortest runway I have ever seen in 
my life.""Yeah!" exclaimed the copilot.  "And you also noticed how wide it is?" 

The F3T  Film Tour is coming to  

the Wilma in Missoula ! 

Sat Feb 3, 2018 

Job Opening for 2019 
 2109 FFB Program Director 

The responsibility of the Program Director is to ensure that there is a monthly program at the members meeting.   

 There are 9-10 programs needed per year. 

 The programs need to be closely related to fishing and habitat conservation.  Suggested topics include 

fishing techniques, fishing destinations- both local & elsewhere, guide presentations, flies & fly tying, 

books or art related to fishing topics and conservation issues related to our local Bitterroot River 

watershed. 

 Contact a board member if you are interested 
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The Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) is Montana’s oldest, largest, and most effective conservation organization. 
MWF was founded in 1936 by hunters, anglers, landowners, and other conservationists who were concerned about the loss of Montana’s natural 
lands, healthy waters, and abundant wildlife. Our dedicated staff maintains this legacy. 

MWF has members all over Montana and the nation as well as a network of 15 local affiliate clubs. We are governed by a volunteer Board of 
Directors. 
Over the years, MWF has conserved wild rivers, natural lands, abundant fish and wildlife, and public access for outdoor recreation. MWF has 
secured some of the Treasure State’s most important conservation victories, including: 
♦   the best stream access law in the West 
♦   a ban on confined wildlife farms 
♦   protection of Montana’s public lands and waters 
“Our aim is to preserve our natural resources for the public as a whole, for the average man and the average woman whom make up the body of 
the American people.”  – Theodore Roosevelt 

CONSERVING HABITAT 
 PROTECTING IMPORTANT LANDS AND WATERS 

Fish and wildlife depend on good habitat.  MWF works to protect habitat on our national forests and other public lands through smart land 
management and conservation of wild lands and waters.  We also work to protect habitat on private lands by supporting incentives for farmers, 
ranchers, and other landowners. 

 KEEPING PUBLIC LANDS IN PUBLIC HANDS 
Montana’s national forests and other public lands provide invaluable habitat for fish and wildlife and unmatched recreational opportunities.  
Unfortunately, special interests are always pushing to open up these lands for development.  MWF works to keep public lands in public hands, not 
sold off to the highest bidder for unsustainable logging, mining, and development. 

 PROMOTING VOLUNTARY EFFORTS ON PRIVATE LANDS 
Montana’s farmers and ranchers have a long history of being good stewards, providing wildlife habitat while making a living off the land.  MWF 
supports programs that help landowners voluntarily protect their lands, like Habitat Montana and the federal Conservation Reserve Program.  We 
also work to increase funding to help with weed control and other management needs. 

PROTECTING WILDLIFE 
Fish and wildlife that have disappeared from other parts of the West are still abundant in Montana. But the pressures have never been greater: 
diseases, invasive species, and pollution threaten our fish and wildlife. MWF works to keep big game abundant, sport fish plentiful, and nongame 

species from becoming endangered. 
 PROTECTING WORLD-CLASS BIG GAME 

Montana has some of the best populations of deer, elk, pronghorn, and other big game in the West.  That’s no accident.  MWF works to ensure 
that big game populations are kept in balance and managed with the best science for the benefit of the public.  We fight back when special 
interests try and manage wildlife according to politics instead of science. 

 PREVENTING WILDLIFE FROM BECOMING ENDANGERED 
Animals that have disappeared in many parts of the West are still abundant in Montana.  At the same time, many species are  in decline due 
to habitat loss and other threats.  When species reach the brink of extinction, recovery efforts become costly and controversial.  By taking action to 
prevent wildlife from becoming endangered, we can improve the likelihood of success, save taxpayer dollars, and reduce conflict over the 
Endangered Species Act. 

PROTECTING PUBLIC ACCESS 

 ENSURING YOUR RIGHT TO HUNT, FISH, AND ENJOY THE OUTDOORS 
Montana has some of the best outdoor resources in the nation and the longest hunting seasons in the West. But wildlife managers face pressure to 
manage game for private profit and not the public good. Too often, the public’s access is closed off by people who illegally block public roads and 

stream access points. MWF works to protect public access and hunting opportunity  for everyone, not just special interests. 
 KEEPING PUBLIC ROADS OPEN TO PUBLIC LANDS 

Montana hunters and anglers depend on public roads to legally access public land and public streams. Unfortunately, sometimes people close off 
public roads in order to restrict public access. MWF works to keep roads open so that all Montanans can legally access our lands and waters. 

 PROTECTING PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF WILDLIFE 
Wildlife is a public trust resource that is managed for the benefit of everyone.  That’s a core tenet of the North American Model of Wildlife 
Management and an essential part of what makes Montana such a great place to live.   MWF works to prevent special interests from taking 
ownership of wildlife away from the public.  We also fight to defend the authority of wildlife managers to rely on sound science and not private 

profits. 
 SUPPORTING ACCESS INCENTIVES FOR PRIVATE LANDOWNERS 

Some of the best hunting and fishing is on private lands, and Montana has a long history of sportsmen and landowners working together.  MWF 

supports programs like Block Management that give financial help to landowners who provide public access for hunting, fishing, and other 

 

PROTECTING WILDLIFE, HABITAT, AND PUBLIC ACCESS FOR EIGHT DECADES 

montanawildlife.org 

http://montanawildlife.org/staff
http://montanawildlife.org/affiliates/
http://montanawildlife.org/board-of-directors/
http://montanawildlife.org/board-of-directors/
http://montanawildlife.org/mwf-report-outlines-efforts-to-keep-the-public-out-of-public-lands-and-waters/
http://montanawildlife.org/mwf-report-outlines-efforts-to-keep-the-public-out-of-public-lands-and-waters/
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2018 TU’s  Bitterroot Bugger class needs volunteers for  Feb 13th   Material bagging night 
All classroom session will be at Hamilton Middle School/Keystone Center, 6:30 PM 

 

 

photo complements 

of  BRTU E-news. 
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The FFB is a social club devoted to fly fishing through our monthly meetings and social events such as the 

Missouri River outing, Georgetown Lake outing and annual steak burn/picnic. For additional activities 

events, blogs, fish reports archives and more- see our website   https://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org 

 

The membership period is from January 1st to December 31st of the current year. 
Dues for applicants accepted from 10/1 through 12/31 are considered paid for the upcoming year. 

To join, please print and complete this form, then either bring it to a meeting or mail to: 

Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot,   P.O. Box 692,   Victor MT  59875. 
     Alternatively, access our website and you can pay through Pay Pal.   
     CIRCLE ONE: Please fill form out completely 

NEW              Types of Memberships RENEWAL    

     Individual – Adult – 18 and older                                                                                                      $25 
     Family – Two people in a domestic relationship or a single parent with children under the age of 18            $35 
     If you plan on having a spouse or partner attend our social events, please renew as “family”—this helps us defray         

costs. Non-members are asked to donate $10.00 to each social function they attend. 
 

     Please print clearly. Note: print how you want the name(s) to appear on your name badge(s) 

     Name______________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Spouse/significant other(s)_____________________________________________________________________ 

      Mailing Address______________________________________City______________________State_____Zip___ 

     Primary Phone (h)(c)________________________________ Alternate (who)______________________________ 

      email(s)_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The FFB Board would like to produce an internal roster (printed copy for club members only)  

with your name, email and phone number for outings and contact information.  

     Yes______  Please put me on the roster  
     No______  Do not put my info on a roster for club member use only___________( initials) 

 

      How did you learn of the club? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

      Fly Fishing skills:    beginner               intermediate          experienced                 I don’t fish 
 

       my partner does not fly  fish  my partner does fly fish 

        I fish waters in: MT____WY_____ID_____WA_____OR_______ 

                 I fish other states & /or internationally  .   Where?____________________________________________ 

FLY FISHERS OF THE BITTERROOT  [FFB] 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

Mission Statement: The Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a non-profit club 

dedicated to sharing our passion for fly fishing by promoting 

fellowship, education and stewardship of our fishing resources. 

 

https://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/
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     Please check all that apply 

       I use local guides    often  occasionally   rarely    never 

   When I travel, I use guides   often  occasionally   rarely    never 

      I like to: wade fish_____   float tube_____    use a drift boat/raft_____     

     I like to fish for: trout_____ steelhead_____   salmon_____  pike/bass/carp ____ saltwater fish_____  

I live in the Bitterroot valley year round           YES      NO 

               If your answer is no to the above question, when are you here? 

             Occasionally during the following months:______________________________         Rarely or Never 

Newsletter,  Website , Facebook,  FFB_notice: I Use/go to: 

 Website        all the time               occasionally              never                didn’t know we had a website 

Facebook      all the time                occasionally               never              didn’t know we were on Facebook     

Read the Newsletter    always            most of the time            occasionally                  rarely 

Use FFB_notice Google group   often               occasionally                rarely               don’t know how to use 

LOCATION & PROGRAM QUESTIONS 

What aspects about our meeting location are important/ of concern to you? Please mark all that apply 

I want food off of a menu     prefer some type of food                     don’t care about food  

  alcoholic drinks               non-alcoholic beverages   Large enough to move around & socialize 

 program quality time & date of the meeting      raffle  easy to find 

Ideas/suggestions/comments_________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Interested in helping on a committee or serve on the Board? See the Newsletter’s last page  

of our Board members and their emails & phone numbers. 

 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________ Date:  ________________ 
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o 2018 schedule-tentative 
 Feb 6th club meeting 

 Feb 12th Board meeting 

 Mar 13TH  club meeting 

 Mar 12th Board meeting 

 April 10th  club meeting 

 April 9th Board meeting 

 April  24-27 Missouri outing 

 May 1st  club meeting 

 May 7th  Board meeting 

 June 5th  club meeting 

 June 11th board meeting 

 June 23rd Skip Morris workshop 

 June 24th   Special Needs Day 

 No July club meeting 

 July 9th  Board meeting 

 July11-15th Georgetown outing 

 August 19th – Annual Picnic 
 

2018 Board of Directors 

Estelle Shuttleworth-President  je@shuttleworthje.com 
Bill Bean- VP  billbean.bean75@gmail.com 
Pierre Satkowiak-Secretary  psatkowiak@gmail.com 
Ken Quinn-Treasurer 
David Ward-Programs dward451@comcast.net 
Leon Powell- Roster eleonfish@gmail.com 
Gary Kosaka-WebMaster- hikemastergk@gmail.com  
Dorreen Romans-PR promans@aol.com 
Phil Romans-promans@aol.com 
Greg Chester- gchester55@aol.com 
Ed Gannon- edandck@gmail.com 
Dick Ellis- ellis_r@fortlewis.edu 
Denny Westover- dwwestover@comcast.net   
 

Our Address: 
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 

PO BOX 692 
Victor, MT  59875 

 

Name tags and lanyards are ready and are at 
the check in table. If you need a name tag 
please contact Estelle at 
je@shuttleworthje.com 

 

Phone contacts: 
Phil& Dorreen Romans 406- 363-0744 
Gary Kosaka  562-833-3634 
Denny Westover 206-605-0404 
Greg Chester 406-363-0033 
Pierre Satkowiak 406-777-2348 
Estelle Shuttleworth 406-381-0474 
 
 

FFB Merchandise Program 

FFB graphically labeled merchandise is 
available at  www.okeefesreef.com Sample 
merchandise can be seen at 
http://www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org/ 
page 

FFB members can order from the website and 
have merchandise delivered to their home.  

 We have negotiated a 10% discount with the 
vendor on all orders from Club members.  
Items for ladies also! 

Classifieds 

The Board of Directors set a policy concerning 
classified ads in our newsletter. We want to 
facilitate our members selling unwanted, 
unneeded gear. The following rules apply: (1) 
the seller must be a Club member; (2) the 
seller must be noncommercial; (3) this editor 
has full right to edit submitted materials; they 
should be “Tweet” size (4) the ads will run a 
maximum of two times and then be retired; 
(5) the thing or things to be sold must be 
related to fly fishing; and (6) we not will 
charge for the ad placement and take no 
responsibility for its accuracy

 

mailto:je@shuttleworthje.com
mailto:psatkowiak@gmail.com
mailto:dward451@comcast.net
mailto:eleonfish@gmail.com
mailto:hikemastergk@gmail.com
mailto:promans@aol.com
mailto:promans@aol.com
mailto:gchester55@aol.com
mailto:edandck@gmail.com
mailto:ellis_r@fortlewis.edu
mailto:dwwestover@comcast.net

