“Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a nonprofit club dedicated to
sharing our passion for fly fishing by promoting fellowship,
education and stewardship of our fishing resources.”
www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org

APRIL 2020 NEWSLETTER

Meeting is Tuesday April 7th, at BJ’s. Cancelled
5:30-6:30-Social hour; meeting starts at 6:30 pm; Program at 7 PM
President's message;
Hi folks,
"When the going gets tough, the tough go fishing"
Seriously friends, I hope we all can get through this. I probably don't have to say this, but I will anyway.
Stay safe. Follow reasonable health guidelines, and get all those chores done at home while we hope for
a relatively short time for this pandemic to reach its end. I read recently that it took three months for
the world to have 100,000 Covid 19 cases, and now just twelve days for it to reach another 100,000.
Pretty sobering.
I went fishing a couple of times recently. First, we went from Woodside to Tucker. The next was Tucker
to Bell. A lot of people are out there practicing "social distancing". It's a great time to explore all the
sections of the River that you might not be familiar with. I'm planning to do every stretch over the next
month. I hope to see some of you out there. I'll wave, or we can bump elbows if we find ourselves on
the same river bend.
We didn't see but one adult Skwala, but if you check under rocks near the banks in moving water, you'll
find a fair amount of Skwala nymphs along with quite a number of Golden Stone nymphs. I fished North
of town in hopes of finding more rising fish, but didn't have much luck with that. We did catch some
nice fish, and a good quantity of them with the right gear, but it was all on the "dark side". Rubber legs
and a smaller nymph as a trailer. I got my best fish of the year so far on a size 16 olive Caddis Pupa. A
nice Rainbow at about 20" (got the photo to prove it).
Phil

1

April 2020 Program
[Although our meeting is cancelled, I hear rumors that there will be an
online program available for all to access-]

Guest speaker: Heather
Barber,
Executive Director
of the Bitterroot Water Forum

Topic:
"Building Community
Around the River"

Heather Mullee Barber is the Executive Director of the Bitter Root Water Forum. During her nine-year tenure
she has significantly increased the organization's ability to complete on the ground restoration projects and
provide quality watershed education. With Heather’s leadership, the Water Forum has completed more than
one dozen restoration projects improving water quality and wildlife habitat, removed more than 15,000
pounds of trash from the Bitterroot River, and reached 1000’s of youth and adults with watershed education.
Heather will discuss how partnerships allow the Water Forum to build community around the river. Plans for
2020 include a 15th Anniversary River Clean Up event, working with landowners to fence off and revegetate
streams, and partnering with FWP to improve fish passage for Westslope Cutthroat trout.
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FLY OF THE MONTH- April 2020
Dancing Damsel Nymph
by

Gary Kosaka
I came up with this pattern after my outing at Georgetown Lake. I saw this nymph swimming and
thought a wiggle or articulating version would work better than a long shank model. I also like it to be
‘suggestive’ to represent the damsel, a bait fish, a leech, perhaps a stonefly, a large caddis or a
waterdog. Try different colors. This pattern can be used at any shallow lake with weed beds including
Browns Lake. Have Fun!

I like it unweighted because I’m trying to imitate the nymph rising to the surface. Tie it with a loop knot
and retrieve it slowly wiggling the rod tip horizontally imitating the nymphs swimming action.

Hook:

Thread:
Tail:

Abdomen: Dai Riki #270 or 3xl any straight eye, size 18 – 14.
(Wiggle shanks available at JStockard)
Thorax: Scud type 2457 2xS, 2xW, size 14 – 16. Barbs pinched down.
8/0 to match materials
Marabou, Olive or tan

Abdomen:

Marabou, Olive or tan

Thorax:

Peacock herl

Legs:

Sexilegs [smaller is better] olive or tan

Ribbing:

Xfine Chartreuse, or Olive wire

Bead:

Mono eyes optional

Lead wt:

.010 lead free wire wrap—optional

Proportions are 2/3 abdomen and 1/3 thorax excluding the space for connection
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Abdomen: Lay thread base starting at one eye of hook to hook bend (above barb). Bring thread back
to start. Tie in wire and cover wire back to hook bend. Wire should end on the far side of the shank.
Select about ½ pencil width of fluffy marabou. Measure marabou tail shank length (eye to bend of
hook). At the measured tail, tie in marabou at bend using the pinch wrap about 3-4 turns. I find wetting
the marabou helps a little helps with control. Move thread to start of thread tie in point. Wrap the
marabou to one eye length of eye. Secure with a couple of thread wraps then snip marabou. Counter
(about 3-4) wrap the wire to the thread and secure with thread. Cut or break off wire and create ‘a
small head’ and whip finish and cement head. Remove abdomen and with wire cutters, cut hook at
start of bend, just before thread.
Thorax: I use the scud type hook for the wider gape and some weight. Starting at the eye, lay a thread
base to hook bend then back to start. Thread 10# test mono into abdomen eye and loop for tie in. Tie
in mono at least ¾ of thread base. Loop should be at the bend. It doesn’t matter if the loop is tied on
top but I tie it on the side. Thread should end at bend. Abdomen should be able to move freely.
Cement thread to bind mono to shank.
Optional: Add 3-5 wraps of .010 lead free wire if desired. Cement over lead to bind mono to shank.
Move thread to midpoint. Tie in a pair of legs on each side of the shank for a total of 4 legs. Move
thread back to the hook point. Stroke 2-4 peacock herls, base to tip, to find weak point which will break
off. Line up tips and tie in tips and secure to the hook bend. Create a dubbing loop. Bring the thread to
2 eye lengths from the eye. Insert the peacock herls into loop.
Spin the dubbing loop to create the rope. Wrap the rope up the shank (pulling the rear legs out of the
way) to rear of the legs, then wrapping the rope over the tie in point of the legs, then in front of the
forward legs up to the hanging thread
Optional: At this point you can tie in mono eyes (40# burnt at the ends). X Wrap the rope to cover the
mono.
Tie in the rope and whip finish.
Trim legs to shank length.
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THE WAy IT WAS…. HENRY WASHBURN
In 1870 Henry Washburn, surveyor-general of Montana, organized an expedition of nine prominent
Montanans to explore the upper Yellowstone region. They were accompanied by Lieutenant Gustavus Doane
and five soldiers as an escort as well as two packers and two African American cooks. Lieutenant Doane had
been a participant in the "Massacre on the Marias" in January where Major Eugene Baker, who had been
ordered to attack the Piegan camp under Mountain Chief, rejected information from scout Joe Kip that the
camp that the troops had discovered belonged to Heavy Runner, who had been promised government
projection. Baker chose to attack the sleeping camp. The army counted 173 bodies (90 women, 50 children
and 33 men) and captured 140 women and children as prisoners, and burned the lodges and food
supplies. When Baker discovered smallpox in the village, he set the prisoners free with no food or shelter and
temperatures near 40 below. Several years ago, a relative of Joe Kip gave FFB a program on fishing the lakes
on the Blackfeet reservation, and club member Mike Taylor, recently discovered that he is related to Major
Baker.
The members of the Washburn party were mainly concerned with the geological features and landscape of
what became Yellowstone National Park, but the several members who kept journals of their exploration did
take notice of the fish in the lakes and rivers. Writing of the trout in Yellowstone Lake, Lt. Doane noted: "Its
waters abound with trout to such an extent that the fish at this season are in poor condition for want of
food. No other fish are seen, no minnows, and no small trout. There are also no clams, crabs, nor turtles-nothing but full-grown trout. These could be caught in mule loads by wading out a few feet in the open
waters at any point with a grasshopper bait. Two men could catch them faster than a half a dozen could clean
and get them ready for the frying pan. Caught in the open lake their flesh was yellow; but in the bays where
the water was strongly impregnated with chemicals it was blood red."
Doane also described fishing in the Yellowstone River: "The Yellowstone trout are peculiar, being the largest
variety of the genus caught in waters flowing east. Their numbers are perfectly fabulous, but their appetites
extremely dainty. One may fish with the finest tackle of eastern sportsmen, when the water appears to be
alive with them, all day long, without a bite. Grasshoppers are their peculiar weakness, and using them for
bait, the most awkward angler can fill a champagne basket in an hour or two. They do not bite with the
spiteful greediness of eastern brook trout, but amount to much more in the way of subsistence when
caught. Their flesh is of a bright yellow color on the inside of the body and the flavor is unsurpassed."
Several days later Doan wrote, "In the evening large numbers of fish were caught, Private Williamson catching
fifty-two large trout, all that two men could carry, in less than an hour."
Nathaniel Langford, who publicized the region with articles about the expedition in Scribner's Monthly and
who became first superintendent when Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872, also briefly
mentioned the abundance of fish in Yellowstone waters: "During the absence of Washburn and myself Mr.
Hedges has spent the day in fishing, catching forty of the fine trout with which the lake abounds...and in the
meantime we will dry a few hundred pounds of trout, and carry them with us as a precautionary measure
against starvation"
Orrin & Lorraine Bonney, Battle Drums and Geysers: The Life and Journals of Lt. Gustavus Cheney Doane,
1970. Nathaniel P. Langford, Diary of the Washburn Expedition to the Yellowstone and Firehole Rivers, 1905.
Those interested in learning more about the Baker Massacre can find Paul Wylie, Blood on the Marias in local
libraries.
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2020 FFB Club Outings & EVENTS schedule
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

April 28- May 1 -Missouri River at Craig: The first trip of the year, challenging the mighty “Mo” with its
large flow, and large fish…. Cancelled—little interest in frozen fingers and rod guides
May 14-17 – Clark Canyon and the Beaverhead: A new one…think large “ice-out” Rainbows and
Browns cruising the warmer, shallow waters. I’ve seen Club members catch 27-inch “Bows” from shore
on size-18 Chronimids….!
Late May - Browns Lake: This one is an “impromptu”, “short-notice” one, that will depend on ice and
weather conditions. It might as easily be “day-trips” as well as an outing.
June 7th SPECIAL NEEDS DAY—hopefully…….
June 10- 14 Noxon Reservoir and the Clark Fork: Imagine fishing a place where you can catch any
one of 9 different species of fish, on 9 different casts…. Trout, Bass, Pike……. that’s what happened last
year!!
July 15- 18 Georgetown Lake: This is the “Big One” Big Trout, Big Bugs (Sedges), Big Fun at a
beautiful lake… Dries and Nymphs, Moose and Mayhem….! PHILLIPSBURG BAY CAMPGROUND.
August 16 ANNUAL PICNIC *** SEE NOTE BELOW!
September 9- 13 Hebgen Lake and the Madison River Legendary “Gulper” fishing at a legendary
location, at the gates of Yellowstone. Quake Lake, Wade Lake, and other area locales as well, wherever
they’re biting! RAINBOW POINT CAMPGROUND-- LOOP C

This year’s picnic will be at Camp Sula (located by the Sula Store on 93).
Some of our members will be going up for the weekend and have reserved their spots so if you would like to
enjoy great fishing, extra visiting, etc. please call for a reservation
at 406-821-3364 and talk to Emily. There are many spots available for your RV.
The picnic is Sunday, August 16th starting at around 3:30.
Sula is only 10 miles past Steve’s place up highway 93.
Call Daneel if you have any questions.

Todd Tanner writing after two fishless winter days in Montana: "Hell, I could have taken a
nap. But instead, I went fishing. I went out into nature-in-the-raw with a fly rod and fished hard,
and for as long as I desired. That's wonderful stuff; bracing and engaging yet still balm for the soul,
and if my time on the water lacked the cherry-on-the-top-of-the-sundae that a fish or two would
have provided, it was still the direct conduit to the natural world that I need on a regular basis to
stay sound and grounded.... those fishless days--days when the rain comes down, and the cold
seeps through my waders, and my fingers become numb as the fish stubbornly refuse to bite--are
every bit as vital to my angling as the days when the fish rise joyfully to my flies; when they rise as
if their sole purpose in life is to put a grin on my face."
Hatch Magazine Newsletter

"If, as I suspect, trout fishing is somewhat of a disease, then it is also somewhat of a therapy in itself."
Tim Sutcliff M.E.
Don’t let Yesterday take up too much of Today Will Rogers
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Fish Reports and Kodak moments
"Why do people fish? Nary a word is to be found amid all the encyclopedias and books in the world to
explain what perverse impulse, what freakish strain, what incomprehensible urge causes an otherwise
normal and sane citizen to don a pair of uncomfortable rubber waders, lace a dozen pounds of hobnailed
boots onto his aching feet, truss himself helplessly in canvas vest and landing net and creel, and hike
upstream ten miles in a pouring rain, fighting midges and black flies, scratching his face on brambles,
wincing whenever the elastic strap of his landing net catches on a twig and lets go like a slingshot, smacking
him smartly between the shoulder blades." Corey Ford, Trout Tales and Other Angling Stories
MARCH BROWN MAYFLY INFO

Well its time of year when our very first large mayfly of the season will be hatching on our rivers and our wild trout is waiting
with anticipation to get in to action.
March Brown nymph belong to the clinger group of mayflies.
You will find them among the rock in faster riffles or currents. With a very flat body profile and large overlapping gills, they
actually form suction cups with their gills, enabling them to cling and move on rocks.
Other types of nymphs can lose their grip and get dislodged from the bottom, but March Brown nymphs are well anchored on
the bottom of the stream and only leave the bottom for the surface when it is time for the dun to emerge. They do drift a long
distance before they fully emerge giving plenty of time for early spring trout to feed on them. The March Brown is the first
large mayfly of the season to emerge in the West.
Beautiful big duns size 14 will drift a long way, like sailboats, before flying off to hide in stream-side foliage. Cooler, overcast
days can produce longer and more predicted hatch. Trout at times can be very selective when feeding on these early season
mayflies. I love to fish for them with classic both wet winged flies or Dry.
Tight lines everyone! - by Les Korcala

"I remember hanging out in a slightly tweedy fly shop one afternoon where the owner was promoting the first
generation of powdered desiccant used as a fly floatant. A young hippie friend of mine walked in--complete with long
hair and a tie-dyed T-shirt--and the owner asked, 'Have you been using the magic powder?' The guy said, 'Yeah, man,
but not when I'm fishing.'" John Gierach, No Shortage of Good Days, 2011
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Great float today. Instead of toilet paper hoarders there were few rafts hoarding water, hehe! Still, plenty water for everyone to
enjoy a wonderful day out on the river.
Temps were in hi 40’s with some clouds hanging low , we had few sun spots but mostly breezy and cloudy.
Few midges to speak of but saw lots of nemoura stones; not on the water but high on the banks and few big Skwala. This time of
year, arm yourself with big dry pattern and hold on to your rod! Wild trout are smacking the surface after the poor adult Skwala
females dropping egg sacks in the depths of the stream. Les Korcala

Fishing is as close as one can get to the unburdening that takes place on a psychiatrist’s couch and still
remain upright. Tell your troubles to the river. —Tom Reed

10

NEWS AND NOTES
SAVING SNAKE RIVER SALMON AND STEELHEAD
In late February three federal agencies released their response to a court order that they develop an effective
plan to save rapidly diminishing salmon and steelhead. In 2016 a U.S. district judge ordered the Army Corps of
Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and Bonneville Power Administration to investigate ways to protect
endangered salmon and steelhead in the Snake River and also to evaluate the impact of the hydroelectric
system on the fish. The court ordered the agencies to consider the removal of four lower Snake River dams in
preparing their response. Historically the three agencies have been unable to satisfy federal judges, for three
federal judges have rejected five agency plans to date. Also, the federal government has spent some $17
billion dollars in failed efforts to protect the fish.
The plan developed by the agencies rejects the removal of the dams, arguing that it would destabilize the
power grid, increase the risk of regional power outages and increase greenhouse emissions. Conservation
organizations and others disagree. Nevertheless, the proposal will be subject to public comment, and a final
decision will be made in September.
In March concern that salmon and steelhead may disappear from the Snake river system caused a coalition of
environmental groups, utility companies and transportation interest to write the governors of Washington,
Oregon, Idaho and Montana, asking them to take effective action to save the endangered fish. The letter is a
statement of urgency and calls on the governors for leadership. While it does not ask for the removal of the
four controversial dams on the Snake River, the letter calls on the governors for long term vision and
development of a strategic plan to save the fish.
LAWSUIT TO PROTECT BULLTROUT
On March 25 the Alliance for the Wild Rockies filed suit against the Bureau of Reclamation for failing to
protect Bull Trout, which are designated as an endangered species, in the Milk River system in northern
Montana. In September 2019, the Alliance gave the bureau a 60-day notice of its intent to sue if the bureau
failed to take action to protect the endangered fish as part of a major rehabilitation of the Milk River
project. To date the Trump administration has failed to take any action, and the Bureau of Reclamation has
ignored repeated requests from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to consult with them on how to stop killing
Bull Trout. The Alliance for the Wild Rockies wants self-cleaning screens to be part of the rehabilitation work
and estimates the cost of the screens at approximately $100,000.
The Milk River reclamation project was one of the first undertaken by the new Reclamation Service which was
founded in 1902 and now is known at the Bureau of Reclamation. The goal was to divert water from the St.
Mary River, which flows out of Glacier National Park and to divert it into the Milk River through a series of
dams and canals. By making irrigation water available, the bureau hoped to be able to attract settlement of
what today we call the Hi Line region of Montana. This created a diplomatic issue with Canada because the St.
Mary flows north into the Saskatchewan River and thence into Hudson's Bay. It also figured in U.S v Winters, a
case before the U.S. Supreme Court, that produced the Winters Doctrine in 1908, the most important
statement of Indian water rights in that it established an Indian and federal water rights doctrine. In this
instance the federal government built a small irrigation project on the Ft. Belknap Reservation, non-Indians
subsequently created upstream diversions that took the water, the U.S. filed suit against them and won.
Water rights issues with Canada also required settlement because water would be diverted from the St Mary,
which flowed into Canada, and from the Milk, which flowed from the U.S into Canada and then back into the
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U.S. And the diversion from the St. Mary put that water into the Milk before it left the United states. A 1909
treaty between Canada and the U.S. settled this very complex situation. So, the Milk River project was built. It
consists of some 200 miles of canals, 219 miles of laterals and 295 miles in drains as well as a number of dams
and even a tailwater fishery below Fresno Reservoir. The project was intended to irrigate about 120,000 acres
and impacts an area between Glacier National Park and Glasgow, Montana. It was designed to provide
irrigation water as an inducement to settlement although settlement occurred slowly. Today the project
requires rehabilitation. Today it is known that the St Mary diversion kills an endangered species. Today the
irrigators, the beneficiaries of a project built with federal dollars, are responsible for 75% of the cost of
operating and maintaining the project, and they argue that the cost of adding fish screens is prohibitive. Of
course, they also argue that the cost of rehabilitating the project is prohibitive and have convinced the
Montana congressional delegation to introduce legislation to have the federal government pay 75% of the
cost of rehabilitation and improvements. The suit by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies may ensure that steps
to protect Bull Trout will be included regardless of who pays for the work.
RUSSIAN RIVER WINE SPILL
Recently some 97,000 gallons of red wine spilled into the Russian River north of San Francisco. No fish deaths
have been reported to date, but scientists believe that the wine will kill the aquatic insects in the river and
thereby impact the fishery.

These are our current Board Raffle--- There are only 100 “tickets” on each of the boards. “ticket” price
varies depending on which item is being offered….if you can’t make the meeting, but still wish to purchase
tickets for any of these raffle boards , please contact: Phil Romans 406-363-0744.

This offering is an Orvis 9'6",
6Wt Clearwater fly rod and an
Orvis Battenkill Disc II fly
reel. One hundred squares at
$5 a square OR $20.00 GETS
YOU FIVE SQUARES! Retail for
these items is $399.

Regular RAFFLE TICKETS: 6 FOR $5.OO;

13 FOR $10.00

AND $20.00 GETS YOU 30 TICKETS!
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JUST FOR FUN
I couldn’t resist….
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2020 schedule

Our Address:
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot
PO BOX 692
Victor, MT 59875

April 7th
club meeting
April 13th
Board meeting
APRIL 28th-5/1
Missouri OUTING
th
May 5
club meeting
May 11th
Board meeting
May 14-16
Clark Canyon Outing
Mid May
Browns Lake
June 7th
Special Needs Day
nd
June 2
club meeting
June 8th
Board meeting
June 10th-14th sew3 Noxon reservoir
July 15-18th
Georgetown lake
July 13th
Board Meeting
August 16th
Annual Picnic
th
th
Sept 9 -13
Hebgen Lake
Oct 6th
club meeting
th
Oct 12
Board meeting
Nov 3rd
club meeting
Nov 9th
Board meeting
st
Dec 1
ANNUAL MEETING
Dec 7th
Board meeting

Name tags and lanyards are ready and are at
the check in table. If you need a name tag
please contact Estelle at je@shuttleworthje.com

The club’s membership period is January
1st to December 31st
of each year.
Individual: $ 25.00
Family: $35.00
A Family is 2 people in a domestic relationship
and their children under 18 years of age.
Newsletter Editor:
Estelle Shuttleworth
je@shuttleworthje.com 406-381-0474

2020 Board of Directors
Phil Romans- President
promans@aol.com
Pierre Satkowiak-Secretary
psatkowiak@gmail.com
Ken Quinn-Treasurer
tarq46@gmail.com
Bob Miller- Programs
bobnsylmiller@msn.com
Daneel Kuzaro –PR
daneel.kuzaro@hotmail.com
Leon Powell- Roster
eleonfish@gmail.com
Gary Kosaka-WebMaster
hikemastergk@gmail.com
Estelle Shuttleworth-Editor je@shuttleworthje.com
Ed Gannon-Cruise director
edandck@gmail.com
Dick Ellisellis_r@fortlewis.edu
Warren JohnsIchthyologist55@yahoo.com
Greg Chestergchester55@aol.com
Scott Roberts—PHWFF
srmt100@yahoo.com
Julie Shoush—Special Needs Day jshoushouse@aol.com
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