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“Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot is a nonprofit club dedicated to sharing our passion for fly fishing  

by promoting fellowship, education and stewardship of our fishing resources.” 
 

www.flyfishersofthebitterroot.org 
 

JANUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Meeting is Tuesday January 8th at BJ’s. 
5:30-6:30-Social hour; meeting starts at 6:30 pm  

 

The President’s message 

I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and will have a Happy New Year as we begin 0ur 2019 fly-

fishing season and the new club calendar. January 8thpromises some great entertainment when Greg 

Chester will present a program on fishing Christmas Island.  Greg has presented a program before 

and he is always interesting and a great speaker.   

It seems like a long time ago that we were dry fly fishing on the Bitterroot but it has only been a 

couple of months and if we can look forward we will be throwing some dry fly in a couple of months 

at the middle to end of February. I always look forward to fishing the Neumora and Capnia stoneflies 

because I know in just another month after that the Skwala will be out in force. 

 

I am looking forward to working with all of you and being part of the Fly Fishing Club again.  I hope 

we can continue to grow and develop some new fishing places and all of you can find a fishing 

partner or two to share your secret fishing places and favorite flies. 

 
Tight lines,  
Bill Bean 
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2019 January Program 

 

 

  “Fishing Christmas Island” is a holiday any time of the year but in January?  FFB Board Member and long time fly 

fisher Greg Chester will show us why Christmas Island is considered one of the top salt water flats fishing destinations 

in the world. The atoll surrounds a pristine lagoon with stunning beaches, extensive bird life and a friendly 

Micronesian culture. And the fishing! Within the lagoon are bone fish and a variety of trevally species including the 

tackle busting Giant Travelly. Outside of the lagoon fishing for Yellowfin Tuna and Wahoo is outstanding. Greg has 

fished there several times and seeing this slide show is the next best thing to going there. 

 
Greg started fly fishing in 1974 with a focus on warm water species in and around Southern California. After many 

camping trips into the Sierra Nevada fly fishing for trout soon became a favorite. After joining the Long Beach Casting 

Club in 1979 he took up fly tying through the excellent classes provide by LBCC. Tying has remained a favorite pastime 

of Greg’s and following a few flats fishing trips to Mexico tying salt water patterns was added to his repertoire. Greg is 

a charter member of the FFB and has served as president of the Bitterroot Chapter of Trout Unlimited for the past 3 

years. 

 
 

Greg Chester 

Another one of our own! 

TOPIC: 

Fishing Christmas Island 
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JANUARY 2019 FLY OF THE MONTH 

By Greg Chester 

If a Christmas Island adventure is in your future make sure you have this bonefish pattern in size 6 and 8 in varying 
weights in your box. There’s no excuse not to have plenty on hand as they’re super easy to tie.  Orange and tan are best 
and toss in a few olive bugs if you have time. By the way this bug has also worked well for me in Belize, Xcalak and 
Ascension Bay in the Yucatan and Hickam AFB on Oahu, Hawaii.   

Important notes:  

1) This pattern is best tied sparse. You’ll find heavily dressed bugs in catalogs and stores, but the Christmas Island 
guides tie this one.  You can fancy up a few to impress your buddies using lot’s of Crystal Flash, fur, painted eye 
balls, etc. I’ve caught bones on patterns with more materials but I’ve caught more with this one. 

2) Various weights are critical to accommodate current and depth. I use large and medium dumbbell eyes and 
small bead chain eyes.  This photo has large, 3/16 oz barbell eyes. 

 

 
Menu: 

Thread 6/0 orange (or tan) 

Hook #6 or #8 Dai Riki # 930 Bonefish hook (or equivalent) 

Eyes Gold or silverdumbbell eyes, large (3/16 oz) and medium (1/8 oz). Bead chain for small eyes 

Tail  Orange (or Bonefish tan) Crystal Flash, about 6 – 8 strands 

Abdomen Same as tail 

Wing Same as tail 

Head Tying thread 

Tying instructions: 

1. Place hook in vice with hook point down and wrap shank with thread. Cement thoroughly  
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2. Tie in barbell eyes on the opposite side of the bend. This fly is fished hook point-up (inverted) 
3. Cut a long bunch of Crystal Flash about 6-8 strands.  Tie in at the bend of the hook leaving a tail about the length 

of the hook shank. 
4. Advance thread to barbell eyes and wrap Crystal Flash around shank ending just behind the eyes creating an 

abdomen and tie off. Make a few tight, figure 8 wraps of Flash around eyes tying off this time in front of the 
eyes. Don’t trim flash yet. Cement abdomen and figure 8 wraps thoroughly. 

5. Invert hook in vice, pull flash bundle to the rear creating a wing and secure with thread wraps at the eyes. Trim 
wing even with tail. 

6. OPTIONAL:  If a fancy fly is your, well, fancy, then now’s the time to tie in an over-wing with some orange Craft 
Fur or Rabbit Fur to impress your friends.  

7. Form a neat head with tying thread, trim and thoroughly cement wraps.  
8. Pinch the barb if you wish. I do mostly to ease extraction from a stuck friend or guide or you. 
9. Finally, make sure the hook is SHARP. Hone if needed.   

 

                            

4 Tips for Stocking Bonefish Flies   BY LOUIS CAHILL 

 

 
Bonefish Fly Box. Photo By: Louis Cahill 

If you’re planning your first bonefish adventure it’s really important that you stock your saltwater fly box with a well 

rounded selection of fly patterns. 

Although bonefish aren’t known for being super selective feeders, stocking the right flies and knowing which pattern to 
fish in different situations can make a big difference in your success on the water. By far the most important element in 
bone fishing is fly presentation. Without that, you’re going to miss a lot of shots. Putting that aspect aside with the 
notion that you understand basic bonefish presentation, let’s talk about some tips for purchasing and tying bonefish flies 
for your upcoming bonefish trip. 
Tip # 1 – Bonefish Flies Should Ride Hook Point Up 

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/author/louis-cahill/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/bonefish-flies.jpg
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Because the mouths of bonefish are located on the bottom of the head and they generally feed down on their prey in 
most cases, it’s very important that you purchase or tie bonefish flies that ride hook point up when possible. Fishing flies 
that ride hook point up can increase your hookup rate when bonefish eat, and it will also help to naturally cut down on 
your flies from snagging on the bottom during the retrieve. Gaze your eyes into a veterans bonefish fly box and you’ll 
find that most of the fly patterns are tied hook point up, but walk into a store that sells saltwater fly patterns and you’ll 
be amazed how many fly patterns aren’t tied this way. When you have the choice to tie or purchase your bonefish flies 
hook point up, I recommend you do so. 

Tip # 2 – Bonefish Flies Need to Have Good Movement 
Using fly tying materials that have good movement in the water for your bonefish flies is another way to help you find 
success. Rabbit strips, marabou, craft fur, and rubber legs are all good examples of tying materials that come to life in 
the water. I stated before that most bonefish aren’t picky, the key word here is most, but in some situations having a 
little extra life-like movement in your flies can make a big difference. For instance, a large school of bonefish are going to 
be less picky on fly pattern choice with competition for food on their minds than a solo bonefish swimming across the 
flats. Tying or buying bonefish flies that incorporate tying materials that breath well in the water should still provide 
subtle movement in the water even when you’re not retrieving your flies. 

Tip # 3 – Tie Your Favorite Bonefish Flies in Different Weights 
All bonefish flats and fishing conditions/situations you’ll encounter in saltwater will not be the same. At times, fishing a 
bonefish fly that’s weighted correctly and specifically for the water and conditions your fishing can be critical for success. 
Let’s say you’re fishing an area with a really strong current or water deeper than normal. In this situation, a heavier fly 
pattern will make it easier for you to quickly get your fly down to the bottom and stay in the strike zone during your 
retrieve. In the exact opposite conditions, if you’re fishing really shallow water with little current, it could be a much 
better choice to go with a lighter weighted fly. Many times when bone fishing you can go with a fly pattern that’s falls 
somewhere in the middle, and be good the entire day of fishing. Just keep in mind that there are times when the weight 
of your fly should be considered heavily in fly choice. On a side note, when fishing a soft substrate bottom for bonefish a 
heavier fly can grab the attention of bonefish from the silt puffs the fly makes from bouncing on the bottom. 

Tip # 4 – Stocking More of Each Pattern is Better Than Stocking Lots of Different Patterns 
For whatever reason, there always seems to be one fly pattern that will be hot and out fish everything else in your fly 
box. When you find a hot fly pattern that’s working, you don’t want to worry about running out of it on the water. That’s 
why I recommend it’s always better to have more of each pattern, rather than a bunch of ones and twos of different fly 
patterns. Take the time to research what are the most consistent fly patterns for the location you’ll be fishing, and make 
sure you have at least a dozen of each in your fly box. When you’re traveling abroad to saltwater locations, its standard 
practice that the angler assumes he/she will provide their own flies. Don’t’ expect your guide to provide you with the 
flies you’ll need. I’ve been on remote trips where the guide didn’t even have a fly box in the boat. Some lodges don’t 
even sell flies, so if you run out of key fly patterns during the trip, you’re only other option will be begging and bartering 
flies from the other anglers in your group. 

Additional Bonefish Fly Stocking Suggestions from Gink & Gasoline Followers 
1. Tying in mono weed guards for your bonefish flies is never a bad idea. It’s not mandatory, but in some locations 
where there’s lots of debris or grass it can keep very helpful. 

2. Only quality saltwater hooks should be used in tying and purchasing bonefish flies. The hook is the most important 
connection between fish and angler, and skimping money on this part of your equipment is a rookie mistake that can 
lead to lost fish. 

Keep it Reel, 

 Permission given to reprint this article from Kent Klewein and the author Louis Cahill 
Gink & Gasoline 
www.ginkandgasoline.com 
hookups@ginkandgasoline.com 

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/
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THE WAY IT WAS……….. 
 

 
 

Lewis B. France, With Rod and Line in Colorado Waters, 1884.  Lewis France was among the very first to write a 
book about fishing in Colorado.  Troublesome Creek, the subject of this excerpt, is a tributary of the Colorado 
and enters that river near Kremmling.  Today Troublesome Creek is private water that is available for fishing 
through several outfitters.  The comment about the Utes refers to the slogan, “The Utes Must Go!” that many 
Coloradans used in the late 1870s and early 1880s because they wanted the acquisition of Ute land for white 
exploitation. 
 
     “Mosquitoes are among the blessings of this life; they prepare us for the robes of immortality, by teaching 
us patience under affliction.  If there is anything I love better than a mule, it is a mosquito.  There is poetry in 
his flight and music in his song.  Never having concealed my love, I think it got abroad and preceded me this 
trip.  I found him and his family here on the banks of the Troublesome; there is quite a number of him, so to 
speak, and he keeps one's five senses actively employed at once while he inculcates prudence and fortitude.  I 
met a man from the mouth of Troublesome, and he told me he had seen but one mosquito, and “he was very 
wild.”  That is the one I have been looking for; I long to cultivate him on the same principle that a fellow wants 
the girl, not the whole family.  The Mississippi gallinipper is adolescent compared to the Troublesome 
mosquito.  Yesterday I saw one stick his bill into a gallon jar and take a drink without any apparent effort.  If I 
had anticipated the pleasure, I would have borrowed some foils and got up a few fencing matches.  I wouldn't 
under any consideration suggest broadswords or cavalry sabers, for that might prove dangerous.  I am 
maturing a plan to submit to the Secretary of War whereby I think the mosquitoes of this immediate vicinity 
may be advantageously organized in a campaign against the Utes.  Judiciously maneuvered, they'd exterminate 
the Indian.  West Point can boast of no such natural drillmasters.  Their individual proficiency in this regard 
makes me itch to present my project to the department at Washington.  All they need for effective service is 
regimental discipline, and I have no doubt our representatives in Congress can find some of their unemployed 
military constituents at the Capital who would prove excellent and willing disciplinarians.  Salary, of course, 
would be of no consequence; love of country, something to do except turning up their toes in her service, 
would be ample pay.  The more I reflect upon this project of mine, the better I think of its possibilities, and, but 
that this world is given to ingratitude, the debt that [Congressman James]Belford and our two Senators would 
owe me for thus opening one channel for their relief would be great.  I believe 'there's millions in it.'” 
 

                



7 
 

CURRENT BOARD RAFFLE:     Photograph of the Teton Range with horses in the foreground. 

 

 

Jessica Haydahl Richardson, one of our newest members, has generously donated two of her photographs to 
the club to be used in the raffle to generate funds for our club’s activities. Jessica is a professional 
photographer by career and these are beautiful representations of her work. Each one is a 20” x40” canvas 
wrap—you can hang them as is, or frame them if you wish. 

They will be handled as raffle boards, so only 100 tickets will be available for sale.     Ticket costs:  $2.00 each 

  

CLUB SLIDESHOW SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 2019! 

Bob Prince has again graciously agreed to do a slideshow for us in 2019. I decided to 
get you all thinking earlier about getting those photos to him! Start sending them to 
him NOW !( while you still remember the who, where and when…..)  Let’s see if we 
can get a lot of different folks contributing—doesn’t have to be fish pics either- 
maybe a great sunset/landscape, bird ,toad, lizard, mushroom….etc…… 

Send in JPEG format, 1-1.5MB size to:       robertwaprince@gmail.com 

A wild trout is magic enough for me.  I want to see sunlight slicing a shaded pool and a 
jeweled fish arrowing up from the bottom for my little fly.  The apparition is as quick as a 
camera's shutter and as slow as life.  Dark water.  Slanting ray of sun.  Trout flashes, moment 
passes.  Image lasts."  Datus Proper,  Running Waters, 2001 
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Basket of the month 

The gift baskets were such a success at the December meeting hat I decided to do a few more 
 In this month’s raffle we have  

Huggelig Basket 
{ Danish for embracing the cozy moments of life! Think cabins and candlelight and 

woodstoves and snuggling up with a good book when there's a blizzard outside. Missoula is 
ranked as the #2 most "hyggelig" city in the United States!). 
 
Put on your classy apron (donated by Sally Roberts), heat up the water,  light the candle, and get 
ready to sit back and enjoy yourself with a good book or two  (donated by Warren Johns) and an 
assortment of hot chocolate, coffee, treats, cookies and of course, chocolate. What could be 
better on a wintry night? Fly line coasters donated by Peg Miskin 
 

You will have to supply the cabin & woodstove! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAFFLE NEWS!  Tickets are 6/$5; 13/$10; 30/$20 

We have great stuff coming up in the next raffle—you are just going to have to be there. 

Speaking of flies, our hard working raffle person is reminding our fly tying members that a major source of 

our raffle revenue comes from member flies that are donated and raffled off at our monthly meetings. 

Donated flies should be in a box or container and labeled with the pattern name and the name of the tyer. 

Why not make a personal commitment to donate a dozen of your favorite pattern this year. Help fill the 

Club’s coffers and show off your tying skills! 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

• What is FFB-Notice? 

– FFB-Notice is a forum for club members to communicate with the entire group via individual emails.  

– members can post a message to a single email address, yet reach all group participants.  

– Active FFB membership is required to participate.  

– Members may opt-out of the group by contacting the group administrator. If you op-out, you will not 

receive the newsletter. 

• How do I sign up for the group? 

– Membership in the group will be offered upon payment of current dues. 
– Each person will receive an invitation to the group and must accept before they can receive or send 

messages. Invitations expire in one week. 
– The group's name, description, and address will automatically be included in the email. 
– The email address, ffb-notice@googlegroups.com, should be added to your address book or contacts list to 

ensure that the group emails do not end up in the trash or spam folder. 
• What do I have to do if I already get the emails but am unable to send messages to the group? 

– Contact Leon, the group administrator at  eleonfish@gmail.com  

• What happens if my membership Lapses?  

– Once it is determined that your membership is not current, you will be removed from the group. 

• What happens when I become a member in good standing again? 

– The process begins again with a new invitation to join the group. 

• We have a family membership. Who will receive the group emails? 

– If family members use the same email address only one email will be sent.  

– If family members have separate email addresses each is eligible to be included in the group under their 

own name. 

– To use: in address area, start typing FFB_notice & it should come up immediately. Write what you plan to 

then send! 

–  when you receive an email from FFB_notice, and you want to respond, you will see on the bottom:  click 

here to reply, reply all or Forward. If you click on reply, it goes only to the sender; click on reply to all & it 

goes to everyone in the group. See- easy! Any questions? Contact Leon or your president.  

 

EPA ORDERED TO PROTECT SALMON IN COLUMBIA BASIN 
 

On Oct. 17, 2018 a federal district court ordered the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) to protect Columbia River 
Basin salmon and steelhead from dangerously warm water temperatures in the Columbia and Snake Rivers.  The ruling 
came as a result of a suit filed by commercial fishing groups and environmental organizations against EPA director Scott 
Pruitt and was the result of the deaths of large numbers of salmon because of high water temperatures.  In 2015 some 
250,000 adult sockeye salmon died before they could spawn because the rivers got too warm, and the survival rate for 
the endangered sockeye was only 4%.  Warm water in 2018 again killed large numbers of sockeye. 

 
The court ruled that the EPA was required by the Clean Water Act to maintain water temperatures below 68 degrees 
and found that because of climate change temperatures often exceeded 70 degrees for days at a time.  Seventy degrees 
is deadly for salmon.  Dams in the Columbia basin create reservoirs which become heat traps during warmer summers.  
Efforts have been made to modify dams to improve fish passage but with limited success, and wild fish are particularly 
impacted by warmer temperatures. 

 
It is known that diminished runs of anadromous fish impact the critically endangered orca whales whose primary food 
source is chinook salmon.  As a result, orca advocates demand the breaching of lower Snake River dams to improve 

mailto:ffb-notice@googlegroups.com
mailto:eleonfish@gmail.com
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chinook salmon runs.  Washington governor Jay Inslee's task force on orca recovery is considering recommending dam 
removal. 

 
In a related matter a U.S district court ruled in 2014 that the EPA must reinstate streamside no spray buffer zones for 
specific waters in Washington, Oregon and California.  Among the chemicals prohibited in the buffer zone are such 
commonly used sprays as malathion, diazinon and carbaryl. 
 
INSECT APOCALYPSE 
 

I'm sure that some FFB members remember the volume of mosquitoes and other insects while growing up in the late 
1940s and 1950s.  I grew up in a very rural part of the north shore of Long Island and remember the number and also the 
size of mosquitoes, but I also remember the very aggressive chemical attack on the nasty critters, probably including the 
use of DDT.  Fast forward many decades and think about mosquitoes today.  Sure, we have a week or two in the valley 
when they are a problem, and one will find more on the Big Hole in June, but talk with old timers about what it was like 
in the past.  I remember my first float on the Big Hole during the salmon fly hatch.  Big Hole mosquitoes are small but 
nasty, and I complained about them.  My host that trip, who actually is older than I, if that is possible, scoffed at my 
complaints and suggested that I should have seen them in the old days.  It made me think about the anecdote from the 
1890s of the guy that was hired to deliver a large, metal stock tank to a rancher out on the dry plains of eastern 
Colorado.  It was a two day trip, and when he stopped for the night, he was bothered by some exceptionally large 
mosquitoes.  Deciding that they would make sleep difficult, he turned the tank over so that he could sleep under it 
undisturbed.  Unfortunately the bugs attacked the metal tank and they were large enough and strong enough that their 
bills penetrated the metal.  So the man picked up a hammer and bent down the bills that punctured the tank.  Eventually 
things quieted down, and he was able to get to sleep.  The rising sun woke him up in the morning, and he discovered 
that the stock tank was gone.  The mosquitoes with the bent bills had flown off with it. 
 

Think again about the volume of bugs in the old days, and think also of recent concerns about recent evidence of 
declining bug populations.  Certainly concerns about the shocking shrinkage of the bee population and the implications 
that may have on crop production have made the headlines.  On Nov. 27, 2018, the New York Times Magazine   carried 
an article entitled "The Insect Apocalypse" by Brooke Jarvis that synthesized recent studies and caused quite a stir.  The 
conclusion is that bug populations have declined drastically worldwide.  Think of the implications.  We can, perhaps, 
draw some conclusions about the impact of shrinking salmon populations on orcas and other sea dwellers in the 
ecosystem, but how does one measure the impact of declining bug populations.  As fly fishers, we may visualize what 
would happen to trout streams if stoneflies, caddis flies and mayflies disappeared, but beyond that it is difficult. 
 

In the 1990s scientific reports began to notice a decline in insect populations at different spots around the world, 
particularly recording a loss of bees, ladybugs and other important beneficial insects.  Then a 2014 study summarized a 
global decline in biodiversity and abundance and noted the decline in insects and the threatened extinction of some 
species.  In the U.S. the population of Monarch butterflies dropped 90% in twenty years.  A German study found that the 
number of flying insects in German nature reserves when measured by weight dropped by 75% in twenty-seven years.  
This obscure study became one of the most discussed scientific papers of 2017 and caused newspapers around the 
world to warn of an "Insect Armageddon." 
 

Other studies found a decline in species such as fish and birds that depend on bugs for food.  For example, some 50% of 
farmland birds have disappeared in thirty years, and scientists now are looking at starvation rather than habitat loss as a 
major cause.  So as we approach the end of 2018, scientists exhibit growing concern about losing species (and not just 
bugs) and losing volume in surviving species, and terms such as "ecological dark age," biological annihilation" and "insect 
Armageddon" are being used.  What does that mean for the fish that we so love?  What does that mean for the 
economy of the state? 
 

 The NY Times article is available at:  nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine. Or look at world bug decline on Google for 
access to other studies. 

 
 

 

"Finally from the crease of the ravine I am following there begins to come the trickling and splashing of water.  
There is a great restfulness in the sounds these small streams make:  they are going down as fast as they can, but 
their sounds seem leisurely and idle, as if produced like gemstones with the greatest patience and care."    Wendell 
Berry,  "An Entrance to the Woods" 

 

http://nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine
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MINING COMPANIES SPEND HUGE SUMS TO DEFEAT I-186 

Mining companies, mostly foreign and out-of-state, spent some $6 million to defeat Initiative 186, which was 
designed to protect water quality and to protect Montana taxpayers from the cost of cleaning up after future mining 
operations (see past newsletter for the ballot language for I-186).  The campaign against I-186 was noted for wild 
claims and outright lies.  One wonders why proponents of the initiative didn't directly challenge the veracity of those 
statements.  Those interested in the role of money in politics are undoubtedly also aware that Altria Group/Philip 
Morris spent some $17 million to defeat Initiative 185, which would have raised the tax on a pack of cigarettes by a 
dollar. 

COLORADO RIVER UPDATE 

The Colorado River has long been the subject of legal and legislative history.  The Colorado River Compact of 1922 
was a flawed effort to resolve the conflict over water usage by the seven states in the basin and Mexico by dividing 
the watershed into the Upper Basin (WY, CO, UT, and NM) and the Lower Basin (CA, AZ and Nevada) and then 
setting figures for maximum annual water usage for the states in each basin.  In 1934 when California announced 
plans to build a dam on the river, Arizona responded by sending the National Guard to the proposed site and by 
establishing an Arizona navy to block construction, actions that prove the old western saying, "Whiskey is for 
drinking; water is for fighting!" 

Today the Colorado River system is in serious trouble whether it is by over usage, climate change or simply drought.  
Take your pick.  But whatever the reason(s), all of the basin states recognize that they are facing a crisis and have 
been engaged in lengthy meetings to find solutions.  They agreed that each state must draft a drought contingency 
plan.  The four Upper Basin States, which provide the bulk of the water in the river, have done that and have 
approved an Upper Basin Drought Contingency plan.  California and Arizona, which use more water than the other 
states, have not.  The Colorado River Compact states met several weeks ago, and Bureau of Reclamation 
commissioner Brenda Burman announced a January 31 deadline for the completion of drought agreements.  If the 
states fail, an obviously frustrated Burman announced, the federal government, which built the dams on the river, 
would intervene to prevent reservoirs from reaching critical levels.  Burman said, "We are teetering on the brink of 
shortage today...,"and pointed out that Lake Mead was only 38% full and was rapidly approaching the point where 
the Feds must declare a shortage. 

Montana fly fisherman may say that Lake Mead is far away and doesn't hold any trout, but I suspect that some club 
members have fished at Lee's Ferry, or on the San Juan, the Gunnison, the Green and other rivers and streams in the 
Colorado River system, and drought/climate change is not a phenomena that is restricted to one specific river 
system. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Programs  

January 2019: date is January 8th: Greg Chester- Christmas Island 

February 5th, 2019: Bob Prince’s famous club slideshow 

March 5th, 2019: Search & Rescue 

April 2nd, 2019:  Bob Jacklin- from Yellowstone 

May 7th, 2109: Kelsey Helfrich, Helfrich Outfitters - Salmon, ID 

 

 
 

“If you are a poet, you fish the little rocky waters because you want their songs, and you do not mind if you catch 
few trout.  If you are of scientific bent, you fish rivers and spring creeks with important hatches to imitate.  There 
it is easier to learn what you are doing, as a scientist must.”   Datus Proper, Running Waters, 2001 
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GRINS & PHOTOS & FISH STORIES 
The annual meeting- December 4th at BJs. We all had a lot of fun! 
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A few of us ventured to Georgetown Lake yesterday.  13 
below when we arrived. 
 
The rainbows were willing.  Small tungsten jigs on light 
line were the ticket.  Orange at first light.  Then silver 
and orange.  Then yellow and orange.  Tipped jigs with a 
couple maggots.  Kept a limit for the smoker.  Brining 
them now.   
 
Lake had 8 inches of good solid ice with about 3-4 inches 
of snow.  Fished in 16 feet of water.   
 
If any club members are interested in learning more, 
they may call me or chat at the January meeting.  
 Jim Kalkofen. 651-356-5676. 
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2019 OUTINGS & EVENTS 
 
2019 BRTU Bitterroot Buggers Schedule        Tuesday PMs- contact: Jeremy Anderson  

  mtwildtrout1@gmail.com Joe Byrne  byrnej@hsd3.org  or Greg Chester  gchester55@aol.com 

 Feb 19  bagging night 

 Feb 26  orientation night 

 Mar 5  fly tying 

 Mar 12  fly tying 

 Mar 19  fly trying 

 Mar 26   fly tying 

 April 2  fly tying 

 April 9  casting & knots 

 TBN  Picnic & fishing day- Stock Farm 
 

April 29-May 2nd, 2019  Missouri Outing   
The FFB has planned their annual outing to the Missouri River for April 29-May 2nd. Activities will be centered around 
the Headhunters Fly shop in Craig, Montana. Club members either bring RV's, or rent one of the limited cabins available, 
to take advantage of this exciting fishery.  Many rent Guides for all, or part of their outing, or reserve one of the 
"Veteran" drift boats graciously provided by Headhunters. The Fly Shop also has reduced guide rates in April.   
  "pot-luck" night either Wed or Thurs night (still working on this detail….)   Contact Ed Gannon [edandck@gmail.com]   

 
Late May  Brown’s Lake- depends on ice-out, prevailing winds, hurricanes, tornados, etc 
 

June 2nd 2019    Special Needs Day:  
This is an annual event for us, originally organized by long time club member Leon Powell. We host about twenty special 
needs folks at a private, stocked pond. We try to ensure each catches a fish and then we feed them lunch. We need a 
good turn out by members because it really takes about a one-to-one relationship to help these folks.  Contact Estelle 
Shuttleworth if you are willing to help. [je@shuttleworthje.com] 
 

June 5- 9, 2019 Noxon Reservoir 
 This is a new outing for the club. Follow the FFB notice for details. “Headquarters” will be Trout Creek Motel & RV Park.  
Contact them for reservations. Contact Ed Gannon [edandck@gmail.com] if you plan on coming, or follow the “chatter” 
on the FFB notice communication line. "pot-luck" night Saturday the 8th.  
 

July 10-14th   Georgetown lake 
Perhaps the highlight of the FFB outings is the annual Georgetown Lake trip. Georgetown is a high (6,000 ft), shallow, 
weedy lake of 3,000 acres, which supports incredible trout numbers. Primarily a Rainbow trout lake, there are also good 
numbers of Brookies and Kokanee present. Trout up to 15 pounds have been reported, with a good number of 20-plus 
inches, 4 pound Rainbows not uncommon!  “Headquarters” will be in Philipsburg Bay Campground. The facility has 69 
sites that are all first-come, first-served, with the exception of one loop that can be reserved in advance during the 
summer season. {no electricity though}. It is available for RV or tent camping and is boater-friendly with paved roads and 
a boat ramp. Spaces can be reserved on Recreation.gov. Pot Luck dinner Saturday the 14th.  
 

August 18th  Annual Picnic—Hannon House- Steve Lilburn’s place 
 

Sept 10-14th   Hebgen Lake 
“Headquarters- Electric loop C” at Rainbow Point campground on Hebgen Lake, spaces can be reserved on 
Recreation.gov.... there are more than 10 hotels and lodges, within 10 miles of the Lake, and numerous other B&B sites.  
They include Best Western, Days Inn, the Madison Hotel, Stagecoach Lodge, Crosswinds, Moose Creek, Travelers, Kelly 
Inn, and the White Buffalo. We will have a "pot-luck" night Saturday the 14th, and warm campfires to tell lies at..... 

 
"If you choose not to find joy in the snow, you will have less joy in your life but still the same amount of snow.”  

mailto:mtwildtrout1@gmail.com
mailto:byrnej@hsd3.org
mailto:gchester55@aol.com
mailto:edandck@gmail.com]if
mailto:edandck@gmail.com]if
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Heads up on Dues renewals! 

 In 2016 the Board passed a motion to change the club’s membership period to run 
from January 1st to December 31st of each year. We also defined Individual and 

Family memberships. They are: 

Individual- ONE person: $25.00 per year 

Family: $35.00 per year.  Definition of “family” membership: Two 
people in a domestic relationship and their children under the age of 

18. 

So, ya all, dues are DUE!!!  January 1
st

 2019.  

You can pay in person at the meeting in January, by mail to:  

Our Address: 
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 

PO BOX 692 
Victor, MT  59875 

 
or go to website & use PayPal if you are renewing. We are not asking you to fill out 
paperwork this time if you are renewing, but please verify the info we have on file! 

   Me, again    
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2019 schedule 
Jan 8th  2019  club meeting 
Jan14th 2019  Board meeting 
Feb 5th 2019  club meeting 
Feb 11th 2019  Board meeting 
March 5th  club meeting 
March 11th  Board meeting 
April 2nd  club meeting 
April 8th    Board meeting 
April 29-May2   Missouri Outing  
May   Adult Fly Fishing Clinic 

May 7th   club meeting 
May 13th    Board meeting 
Late May  Browns Lake 
June 2nd   Special Needs Day 
June 4th   club meeting 
June 5-9  Noxon Reservoir outing 
June 10th  Board meeting 
July 10-14th   Georgetown lake 
August 18th  Annual Picnic 
Sept 10-14th   Hebgen Lake  
Oct 1st   1st fall club meeting 
Oct 7th    Board meeting 
Nov 5th   club meeting 
Nov 11th   Board Meeting 
Dec 3rd    ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS 

Dec 9th    Board meeting 
 

2019 Board of Directors 

Bill Bean- President billbean.bean75@gmail.com 
Estelle Shuttleworth-Past Pres  je@shuttleworthje.com 
Pierre Satkowiak-Secretary  psatkowiak@gmail.com 
Ken Quinn-Treasurer 
Leon Powell- Roster eleonfish@gmail.com 
Gary Kosaka-WebMaster- hikemastergk@gmail.com  
Phil Romans-promans@aol.com 
Greg Chester- gchester55@aol.com 
Ed Gannon- edandck@gmail.com 
Dick Ellis- ellis_r@fortlewis.edu 
Warren Johns- Ichthyologist55@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Address: 
Fly Fishers of the Bitterroot 

PO BOX 692 
Victor, MT  59875 

 

Name tags and lanyards are ready and 
are at the check in table. If you need a 

name tag please contact Estelle at 
je@shuttleworthje.com 

 

  
 

The club’s membership period 
is January 1st to December 31st  

of each year. 
 

Individual:  $ 25.00 
Family:  $35.00 

A Family is 2 people in a domestic 
relationship and their children 

under 18 years of age. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:billbean.bean75@gmail.com
mailto:je@shuttleworthje.com
mailto:psatkowiak@gmail.com
mailto:eleonfish@gmail.com
mailto:hikemastergk@gmail.com
mailto:promans@aol.com
mailto:gchester55@aol.com
mailto:edandck@gmail.com
mailto:ellis_r@fortlewis.edu
mailto:Ichthyologist55@yahoo.com
mailto:je@shuttleworthje.com

